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SIR ANDREW WYLIK 




CHAPTER I. 
THE COTTAGfe. 



Sia. An^deew Wylie, like thfe-genetality of great 
geniuses, was bom and bred in very humble cir- 
cumstaDces. By the early death of both his pa- 
rents, he was consigned in infancy to the care of 
his maternal grandmodier, Martha Docken, one 
of those clashan carlins who keep sdive, among 
iJie Scottish peasantry, the traditions aiid senti- 
ments which constitute so miK^h of the national 
cfaaract^. 

Tins old womah resided in the h&mlet of Sto^ 
n^kolm, in ike sliixe of Ayr. ^ Her sole bread- 
wuuaer was her spinning-wheel, and yet she was 
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2 CHAPTEE I. 

cheerfully contented with her lot ; for it had plea- 
sed Heaven to bless her with a blithe sj^rit, and 
a religious trust in the goodness of Providence. 

The furniture of her cottage, in addition to An- 
dres ecadle, and that was borrowed^ consisted of 
one venerable elbow-chab, with a tall perpendi- 
cular back curiously carved, a family relic of bet« 
ter days, enjoyed by her own or her husban Js 
ancestors; two buffet-stools, one a little larger 
than the other ; a small oaken claw-fpot table ; 
her wheel, a hand-reel> a kail-pot, and a skillet, 
tc^ether with a scanty providing of bedding, and 
a chest that was at once coffer, wardro< Q,^and 
afiorie. 

, Behind the house she had a patch of some five 
or six falls of ground fi>r*a garden, which she 
delved and plicated herself, and the rent she paid 
for the whole was ten shillings per annum* The 
gatbeting of this sum^ after she received the hftavy 
handful of Andrew, a w^ak and ailing baby, re* 
quired no little care. But instead of rqaaiog at 
tiil.^ burden, she often dedared to the neigfaboura 
that he was ^' great company, and though at ttmea 
a wee fiidtous, he is an auld fiurent batm, aad 
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THE COTTAGE. 8 

keat a raisin frae a black clok before he had a 
tooth ; putting the taen in his mouth wi' a smbk, 
but skzieghing like desperation at the sight o^ the 
itfaer.'' 

During the sommer of the first year after An- 
drew had been brought home to her, she was ge* 
nerally seen sitting with her wheel, basking in the 
son^ at the gatde of her cottage, with her grand* 
sett at her side in her b^^ stool, tumed upside 
down, amusing himself with the cat 

Andrew was a small and delicate child, but he 
grew apace, and every day, in the o|nmon of his 
grancbi^h«r, improred in his lockik '* His een,"^ 
as she s^ to her kimmers while she dandled him 
nt the door aslhey stof^ped to gpetik to her in 
passmg, ^^ are like gowaas in a May moniing, and 
ids kngh^s as blithe as the jilt o^ the hntyJ* 

Ftulofophers ia^ihese expsesaons may discoyer 
ttie Ibnd antacipadans of hopefiil aiSscticii, look* 
Ing f<]^ard to a pro^srota fortune for the child ; 
btti-AKdrew, for a long tame, shewed no indica- 
tions of possess!]^ any4inng in common with die 
talents tliat ate usualty supposed requisite to en< 
isore distinction or rkhesw In his boyhood, how- 
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ever, Mardia frequently observed ^' that he. was a 
{Mwkie laddie, und if he wasiia a deacon at book 
lair, he kent as weel as the muster himsel how 
mony blue beans it taks to mak five.'*^ . « i 

' The ^^ maiater^ here spoken of was Domiliie 
Tannyhill, one of thoee meek and modest novaces 
x£ the Scottish priesthood, who, never happening 
'4o meet with any such stroke, of good foartune as 
the lot pf a taitor in a lairdV family, wear out die 
even tenor of their hUmeless days in the little 
troubles of a vill^e^dbool. . > 

At the time when .Andrew, was placed ;under 
his care, the master seeiaied to be atioutr'forty, but 
lie was probably two or ihzee'yeaxs yoijknger. He 
iwas pale and thin, and under die middle siae^ and 
stooped a litde, as if his. head had been set on 
somewhat awry* It proceeded, however, fir«>m a 
tiabit which he had acquired in .eonsequemse of 
-being short-^igUted, and acoustomed to write and 
xead with his ear almost touching the paper. Ait 
*time8 he would erect Imnself even into soma|j)i|ig 
dike ah air of dignity, and chai^ hk lowly and 
.diffident tone into the voiee andra^oc^Qt of an eafr- 
jiesf and impassioned eljoquence. 
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f Everf thing in fais sepp&anaice indicated a xno- 

derate spirit, in pei&ct aoeoi:dance with the mildr 

ness f>f his manners, and'his fe'w and humble ac-> 

quirements ; bat thesre was an apostolic energy in 

his thoughts^ when his own ferisngs were roused. 

Of whten he adihessed'himseif to move those of 

0thers, with* which Nature at times shewed how 

wiHing' she was^ if ifortm^ had so pleaisedy to make 

him 8 pathetie and knpeessive preacher. Whe< 

therihe ever felt the Ipngings of ambition, or ra- 

«(ta* whether he ever r^nned at the unheeded 

and tu&nnwn estate in which he was left to pa39 

awayv fi^e' a seq[iestm*ed spring, whose piire and 

gen^ isoorse is only seen in the meadows by a 

little narrow ec^ng of richer reidiire, oeuld never 

be discerered in the still sobriety of his placid 

temper % hai if all.ollifir passions were hitshed ii> 

fais quiet bos^n, the kindly diqHj^tion which he 

shewed towardi^ erery living th]|^g beg^t in tho 

minds of his pixpils aai ailectionate i^espect, of far 

gg&Mr pover in the little state and tomm<mwealth 

of hi& sehodl, tlum would' have been yielded to the 

authority of more arrogant abilities,' backed by 

the taws, that dreaded satrap of Scottish didactic 
discipline. 
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In hig dress, Ae nuuster wm as remaricftUe a* 
in his mind and mannarg. His linep was always 
uncommonly neal, and his coat and vest of raven 
grey, though long thread-bare^ never shewed a 
bnJlin thread, nor the smallest stationary speck 
of dust. His breeches, of olive thidcset, were no 
kss carefully preserved from stains ; and his dark 
blue worsted gamashins, reaching above the kneea 
in winter, not only added to the contort of hia 
legs, but protected his stockings. Between hia 
cottage and the church, or in the stili eveninga 
wb^i he was seen walking solitary along the un-» 
trodden parts of the neighbouring moor, he wore 
a small oo€ked4iat, and as his eyes weee weak 
and tender, in bright weadier he commonfy sbd:. 
ened the loops, and, turning die point nnud, conk 
verted the upright gable of the back into a shade. 

If the master, like other potentates, had a fa- 
vourite, it was ^rtainly our hero, at whose droll 
and whimsical remarks he was somedmes observed 
almost to smile. For Andrew was not long^ at 
school, till he shewed that he was, at least with 
respect to his sayings, destined to attract notice* 
Indeed the very first day, when his grandmother 
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hmti£ led hiin to the door with hia A B boaid 
in hi* hand, he got a name that he never lost 
After die diBmiBBal of the school, as he was play« 
ing with the other boys on the high road, a oaT" 
liage and finir. horses, with outriders, faappei||d t4 
pass, whirling along with the speed and pride of 
nobility. The sehoolboys, exhilarated by the sj^en^ 
dour of a phenomenon, rare in those days in SUk 
neyholm, shouted with gladness as it passed, and 
onr hero animated the shout into hiughter by call- 
ing out, " Wed dune, wee wheelie, the muckle 
ane canna catch you.^ From that time he was 
called ^^ Wheelie T but instead of being offend^ 
by it, as boys commonly are by their nicknames, 
he bore it with the greatest good-humour ; and 
afterwards, whai he had learnt to write, marked 
his books and copies with ^^ Andrew Wheelie, his 
book.'^ Even the master in time used to call him 
Wheelie, and insensibly fostered his taste for the 
odd and droll, by sometimes inviting him on a 
. Satiurday afternoon to partake of his pale and eco» 
nomical tea. 

Andrew, who was naturally shrewd and obser- 
vant, perceiving that the master was diverted by 
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his humour, exerted himself on these occasions, 
by which exercise he graduaUy acquired a degree 
of readiness and se]f.possession in conversation, 
unusual among Scottish boys, and a happy ver- 
naq|lar phraseology, which he retained through 
life, and which, with those who had a true reUsh 
rf diaracter, was enjpyed as something as rare 
and original as the more elegant endowment of 
gaiius. 
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CHAPTER II. 



THE MAGPIE- 



' Ajsti'KRw was not distinguished among his 
sehoot-fellows by any particular prediliection for 
thode antusements in Which the boys of a country- 
school are so adventviroiis ; yet he was alwayii a* 
desired member' of their nesting 'parties in the 
spring, and nutting excursions in the autumn ; for 
his dfollery anct good humour knit their hearts te 
him ; and if he seldom strung an egg of his own 
Jkerrying, ahd^abs^lu^ely, at all times, reftised to 
risk his neck, on the boughs of the hazel, he stilL 
brought home his full share of the holiday plun-^ 
d«r. 

On an occasion when a pyetVhest was scaled^y: 
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only a single young one was found; and it was w> 
strong and cunning, that it almost escaped ftom the 
grasp of Willy Cunningham, the boy who was sent 
up the tree. Some debate ensued on the diviskm 
of tlie day^s spoil, as to who should get the mag-* 
pie. Andrew thought it ought to be j^ven to 
WiUy; butCunnh[igham,afiramkandgeneroii8feK 
low, insisted that it should be Wheelie^s, assigning 
as a reason, that Maggy, as Andrew had called it 
on the spot, ^^ was an auld farent thing like faimsel, 
and would leam mair wT him than wP ony other 
laddie at the school.^ CuBninghtt&*s proposal waa 
ratified with a unanimous shout; and 06Kiainly not 
bird was e^er more appropriately disposed of, ftr 
Andrew not only taught it to fetch and cairry, and 
to filch willi surprising address, but to speak aeve*' 
ral words with the most divatk^ cybtittotness.—- 
Maggy herself seemed to be right weU pleased with 
her master; and, according to tradition, knew 
every word he said, with the diseemment of a 
spunt. 

When his companions, in the winter evenings,. 
assemUed round his grandmother^s heardi, Maggy 
on those occasions placed herself betweai his legs ; 
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and MToftcA as he said any dnng that tickled their 
ymmg Smms^ tunied up her oumiiig eye, and 
dna jocttndly chatterod with her billy as if she par- 
tisipated in their hmgfatcr. 

The nataral knavery of the magpie being cuU 
tivated by education, she sometiines took it into 
her head to pilfer a litde on her own account, and 
among others who suffered by her depredations^ 
was the master. Between the school hours he aU 
ways opened the windows to ventilate the room ;' 
and Maggy, as often as she could, availed herself 
o£ die opportunity to steal the boys^ pens. It hap« 
penedf however, that she went onee too often, and' 
Was caught in the fact, with a new pen in her neb,- 

The master'^s own kindly humour induced himr 
to pardon the bird ; but as quarrels had arisen 
amoi^.the boys, occasioned by the loss of their 
pens, one accusing the other of the theft, he deem- 
ed'it indnmbent on him to rebuke the owner of the 
depredator* Accordingly, when the school assem- 
bled in the afternoon, he proclaimed silence ; and 
takmg up Maggy from under a basket wiiere he 
had imprisoned her, he addressed the boys to the 
following effect >— 
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^' Wha^ amang you is guilty of keeping thisr mis- 
leart and unprindpled pyet, which is in the pnc- 
tice, whenever I leave the windows open to air the 
school, of coming in and stealing the pens from off* 
th^ desks-— carrying them awa^ in its neb, without 
ony regard for the consequenee ?^ 

" It's mine,^ cried Andrew. 

" Yours I'' s»id the master ; " then, Wheelie, 
come ye here, for I maun point out to you the 
great error of such conduct. It is, as ye maun 
surely hae often heard, an auld and a true saying, 
that ' They wha b^n wi"* stealing needles and* 
prins, may end wi' homed knout.' Fm no saying; 
so ye needna nigher, that ever this pyet will steal* 
dther horse or black cattle ; but I would exhort 
you, nevertheless, to put it away, for it is a wick-- 
ed bird, and may, by its pranks, entiee you to do 
evil yoursel. I dinna, however, recommend that 
ye should put the poor creature to deatlK^-4iiat 
would be a cruelty ; aad, besides, ye ken it's but 
a feathered fowl, anid no endowed wi' ony natural 
understanding of good and evfl. It kens nae bet- 
ter, like the other beasts that perish, than to mak 
it's living in a dishonest manner. Therefore, I 
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« 

counsel you jiurto tf^e it to the woods, «nd set it 
at liberty ) vhm^e it m»y fall out in some other's 
hmdr 

To diis Andrew replied, with one of his pawkie 
glances, /^^, It^s but the first fiiult o^ poor Maggy; 
master, and ye shouldna be overiy soTere, for she 
doesna ken, as ye say, that theeyii^^s a sin ; so I 
hope ye^ll aUow me to gie l^riiii oppcHrtusaity to 
tak up the steik in her stocking, and FUjidBaoilish 
her weel whai I get her hame-^-O. ye sinAi? bird, 
are ye no ashamed of yoursel, to biii^.sueh dis- 
grace on me ?^ 

Maggy ii£3tantly t^stifi^i her contrition and her 
tiian^fblness for the advocacy of her master, by 
hopiHtng &om the relaxed grasp of the good natu< 
red d(»n]iue, and nesding in his. bosom. 

'^ It's really a droll beast, I maun alloo that,"' 
and I'll forgie you for this ae time,'' said the mas-^ 
ter ; ^^but I would advisct you to tie a sti^mg to its 
leg, and keep it in the hwse, for there's no telling 
lyhat it may commit." 

Andrew having thus obtained pardon for the 
magpie^, she became a greater fiivourite than ever 
with the boys, and produced precisely the effects 
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Hbicfa tiie muter had fearecL Nc^bi&g parlftUe 
at open windoir was Bt£efcom her thievish biU^ 
especially the thread papers of Miss Mizy Cun* 
imighsm, the maiden aunt of theboy by whose good 
nature our hero became master of the bird. 

Miss Mizy lived in the mansion-house of Craigi. 
lands, close to the vilh^e, and had under her 
dominion Willy and his sister Mary ; for their 
mother was dead^ and the laird, their father^^ trou* 
bled himself very little with any earthly thii^. 
He was, as Andrew described him, ^^ a carle th^t 
daujiered about the doors wi^ his hands in hi| 
pouches, and todc them out at.meal-time.'"«-^As 
fer Miss Mizy herself^ she was a perfect paragon 
of gentility and precision. However, slovenly the 
grounds about the house were kept, the interior of 
the inansion was always in the ^ripmiest order ; 
and nothing could exceed the nun-*like purity of 
the worthy lady^s own camfarie-clad person. 

It happened, by the death of a rdation, that it 
was necessary the family should be put into mounir 
ing ; and Miss Mizy, for this purpose^ had bought 
hertidf a suit of sable, as well as a due portion of 
crape, and the other requisites of {unheal sorrow. 
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Sht'iiM fdtring, busy-wkh Iter needle, inddng \tp 
thetdratf, 8t die parlcmr vindow, wfaicli was open, 
ii4mi^ Aadafew^ me aftemooB, ^tfa Im pyet, came 
to ack Willy (o go out with hita. Mi^gy had so 
often teMed'Miss Mi^y by pilfering her thread pa- 
pers, that jugtiee and Tengeonee were sworn against 
her. This the boys were well aware of, bat could 
not resist the temptation of ^ setting tip the fairser 
of aiin<y.'^'-**Maggy, accordingly was set loose. In 
a mement she was in at the window, and had ui^ 
sed a thi^ead case. Miss Miay, however, before 
the pyet conld escape, darted at her like a cat on 
a mouse; and almost in the same instant, poor 
Maggy, willi its neck twisted, was flung out with 
such fory at Andrew, that it almost knocked him 
down. 

This was a dreadftd outrage on the part of Miss 
Mizy ; aiid the whole school participated in the 
revenge which was vowed against the murderer of 
Ma^y ; nor was ever revenge more complete.— 
Next day, the principal companions of Andrew 
provided themselves with a large tub, which they 
filled with water from the Laird^s stable-yard ; and 
Andrew, going up to the window where Miss Mizy 



16 CHAPTEE II. 

vas agiain sittMg at het eeam, while tlie otkev.con-^ 
spirators were secretly bringing the tub. under the 
window, cried, " Ye auld mdons^ ^rhat giirt you- 
kill my pyet ?— odd IH mak you rue that, Nae 
wonder ye ne*er got a man, ye cankery runt, wi' 
your red neb and yowr tinkler tongue.*" 
. This was enov^* Miss Mi^y rose like a tem- 
pest ; the same moment souce eamf^ the unsftvQt^: 
deluge from the tub, full in her face, to the tot^l 
wreck and destruction of all the unfinished bravery 
of mournings which lay scattered around./ 
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CHAPTER Hi. 

' THE TASK. 
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The awfii^-like^ thing^^ as Misa Mizy ever 
afterwards spoke of the schoolboys' conspiracy, was 
attended wilh the most important consequences. 
The first result was a formal complaint to Mr 
Tannyhill, to whom the indignant plaintifiP stated 
her wron^ with an eloquence to which we cai^not 
do justice, demanding die immediate punishment 
.of the offenders. 
' The master's aifectioiMite bosom was deeply af- 
flicted with the aceoimt that Miss Mizy gave 
of ^^ the devilry,^ whidi, in her narrative, cer* 
tainly solBfered no diminution either in the sins of 
die p^petration, or the cunning widi which it 
had been planned. In his way back to the school^ 
he meditated on the sort of punishment which he 
ought to inffict, for hitherto the rod had been un* 
known in his disciplme; and he came to the 
stxange conclusion, that^ as the end of all punish* 
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ment ought to be the reformation of the delin* 
quent, he would oblige the culprits in this case to 
apply with more than ordinary assiduity to tfaar 
tasks, and require them, for the remainder of the 
summer, to attend the school two additional hours 
arday. Some governors might have thought this 
a pimishment to themselves, but it never occurred 
to his honest and ingenuous bosom, that it ^as 
any hardship ; on the contrary, be felt it a duty 
which he was called to perform, in ordar to cei^ 
rect the effects of the evil qpirit which had been 
fto audaciously manifested. Accordingly, wIkh 
the boys assembled next day, he called ite cta^ 
tpurators before him, and ma^ them mount a form 
in presence of their companions. . 

^^ I told you,^ said be, casting his eyes towards 
owr hero, *^ that the iU deedy pyet would bring 
you into baith scaith and scorn ; and now ye see 
my proj^iecy has come to pass, for there yo standi 
five a** in a row, like so many evil^'doers as ye 
surely are, that I ought to make an examyle «^ 
by kttii^ you fin the weigjit o^ my hand. Butit^a 
no my way to chastuie with stripes <m the body; 
no, unless the heart is made to leel, a bite o^ the 
taws in the loof, or on the back, will soon heaL 
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in tfiitb, my bainu^ Fm wae fbr jOU) for gin ye 
gang, on at this rate wbat^B to become of you, irben 
ye mMt tiie world to mak your bread? wba, 
Wheelieiy ivill hae my regiid for yoa, if ye gie 
yottrsel op to misehief ? — OtherB here bae fnena 
tbftt may guide them, but ye hae oidy your auU 
feddess gramxie, that wi^ micUe hard labour hae 
elded, with a blessed constancy, to breed you up in 
Ibe fear o^ God. O man, it will be a sore retum 
for a^ h^ love and kindness, if ye break her heart 
Oft last^^I speak to you mair than to die rest, be- 
cmme in tins: matter ye ore die most to blame, and 
stand in the greatest peril.^ 

^^ Weel, weel,** cried our hero, half sobbing, 
half ai^rily, .^^ ye need nae fiish me ony mair 
abiMft it, but tell me at anoe what ye^ ga\i to do 
wTme,'? 

The master was eo astonished at this interrupt 
tieii, that he stepped back, and sat down m his 
Amx for some time silent. The culprits became 
all pafe, and the rest of the boys stood aghast ; 
80 daring a defiance, as it seemed to them, of all 
authority, could not, it was supposed, but be foU 
lowed by some tremendous display of power. 
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Mr Tannyhill, however, rend Wylie^s ch&racter 
in die expression, and hy some happy <Mr benero^ 
lent interpretaticm of his petubnoe^ took the ^nly 
way with him that could be attended with any her 
nefit.-r-^* I will fash you nae mair,'" said he, ad* 
dressing him emphatically,. ^^- as ye seem to. be 
eontrite for.your fault ; but, in order to try whe- 
ther ye have the right leaven o^ repentance ia you^ 
I will task you to a task that will do you good &r 
a' the remwnder of your days."" 

He thra ordered him to get the first fi% Fsafans 
by heart, and interdicted hsm from aU play aad 
paj^me till he had leatut them* 
, From that moment Andrew appUed ^himpelf to 

« 

learn the Psdms, with a perseverance that .quite, 
surjpnsised the master, who. had hitherto regarded, 
him but as a droll and curious creature. . Tl|^ 
shortness of the time in which he perf<»rmed <he 
task was not,;however9 remarkably; fi>r his me*, 
mory was hot well adapted to literature, but bia.> 
lingular abstraction from aUhi? ph^-fellowf^ ai|d 
ihe earnestness with which b^ adhere^ det^rmi^. 
nately to his task, astpni^^ every on^. Puring, 
the intervals of the school hours, he waiB seen sit- 
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dug by hisiself in the lea of a headstone in the 
church-yard, muttering verse after veri^e from the 
Psalm-book whicfh he held in hii» hand. 

In this situation Mary Cunningham, the sister 
of Willy, happened to pass, and seeing him, said, 
'* What are ye doing there, Wheelie ?" 

He looked up, but; without answering her ques* 
tkm^ repeftted in a loud monotonous roioe,-— 

** if y heart inditing is 
Good matter in a song." '^ 

^^O, hsMB ye no.fot yout Psalms yet T exeliim-^ 
ed MiffyVfbr she' had heaid from her fanoth^r of 
his.paftieular addftiortal punislnnent ; ' and going 
vip dose to him, inquired how ma$y h^ had leamt 
' '^ I can say ane^thdpfor^ «^ tbr<Hi^/ Miss 
Afory, wi^nt Hetiising'a- word.^ 

<^ Wh^ a feej Wheelte, tlmt is," said Mary, 
^^ liaebody i^ould eyer siy so many {^s^lma straight 
ihrough.'" 

^^ Will ye hearken xte?^ said AadreW ; and she 
Isook ifie book, .wfaidi belat /the aspie tiipe oiGFerefl, 
aitt ieaiung over the hj^tfdstone behind him, bade 
liiiaTb^iEU ; .: 

.' - ' ' *■ ' "•  ; ' ; I ' • •    

• • • < . < < (^ • J. V. Jl. > . . > 
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^' That man hath p^eet blesdedneM 
Who walketh not astray," 

he immedUtely xepeated in one imyaried 9trfmipL 
of Toice, 

'^ But dwdlelli in the %conier'8 chair. 

And stands in sinner's way." 

** O, Wheelie, Wheelie, ye canna say the first 
verse o^ the vera first Psahn ; a pretty like story, 
that ye hae gotten ane-and-forty by heart !" ex- 
claimed Mary. 

Reference was^ in consequence, made to the 
book ; and after sotne fiyrther parfey, Andrew re-^ 
sumed, and went on as far as the twdflth PsaliA) 
without missing a single word, to the delighttti 
surprise of his fair auditor^ By tills time, hcrvr- 
ever, it was neces&ary that he should go to school^ 
and Mftry return home ; bat, bdEbre pji^nff, shie 
,igr«ed to vi^t him ^ »t the «„ne pluce next 
day to hear tho Mnatndtr^ loid she kept het 
word. 

Again the book waiB in hef* haad, and leaning 
over the tombstone, wkh Al^drew ntdng below; 
she listened with ittiweMri^ plelu»retQ die undo* 
viating and inflexible conttntiance of hiA momito^ 
nous stnun, till he had Mu;hed the thirty-first 
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Fsalm, when the same causes that occarioned th«% 
former mterruption again obliged them to aepa- 
mte^ 0&&t a renewal of the compact. 

On the third day, Andrew compleated not only 
the forty-one^ but two more that he had learnt in 
the meantime. Mary confessed her admiration of 
his wonderful genius, and £ram thenceforth, till 
he had completed his task, she was his regular 
visitcar. 

Out of this circumstance a greater d^ree of 
intimacy arose between them, than is usual amoi^; 
bc^s and girls of their age. She admired him as 
a pro£gy of talent, and he was pleased when he 
met hor, on account of the interest she had taken 
in bis task. From the attack on her aunt, how* 
ever, he had been prohibited from ^iproachii^ 
^' TheFlace,^as the CraiglandmanfioUr-house was 
csaUed by the villagers ; and as she was educated 
by Miss Miay herself^ preparatory to being in due 
time sent to an Edinbur^ boarding-school^ they 
had &w oi^rtoaities of meeting. But on Sun* 
day he always took care to stand, in the path by 
which the Lased's fiuniiy crossed the churehryard, 
mi a amik was as regularly exdianged between 
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them in passiiig. As often also as the minister read 
out to be sung any one of the fifty Psalms, Mary 
would peep over the front of the Laird's laft, U> 
where Andrew sat beside his grandmother in the 
area below ; and on these occasions she never' 
missed his «yev which seemed to be instiiucliTelyt 
turned up in expectation of meeting her^s. ' I 
' In this way*, the.geirm of a mutual affection was. 
implanted, before either was awakened by Nature 
io die sense of love and beauty, or informed by 
the world of the disparity bf their condition. They 
were themselves unconscious of the tie wiih^hieh 
simpUdty had innocently linked them together*^ 
and bmg as yet both free from the impulses o£ 
passion, they fislt not the impediments whieh birtii. 
and fortune had placed between them. 

Tfae:Craiglaiid family was oiie of the inost an* 
dent in the county ; the estate wks large, but by- 
the indoleiice of the Laird, it was much neglected^' 
and the rental was in consequence small. The 
woods, however,' were valuable, and the old tadsa, 
or leases j were' drawing to a close ; so that, wliife 
in « state oF: coinpasative penury, it s^em^ pro*' 
bable that both Cunningham and Us flatdr would 
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mherit a very ample patrimony. Of this their aunt 
Miss Mizy was fully sensible, and frequently 
complained to lier brother, that he should allow 
liis son, with such an inheritance in view, to be 
brought up amppg the children of the tenants. 
But her complaints were long unavailing ; the 
Laird had been edueated in the same school with 
the fathers of these children, and he could disco- 
ver nothing in his sister^s remonstrances to make 
him wish to see his son a £ner gentlantm than 
liimself. ^ The awfoVEke thing,'' however, had 
a more impresi^ve effect than her lectures. It 
was an exploit of mischief, far surpassing all the 
easy pranks of his soft youth ; and yxpon the mi- 
lUster, at Miss Mi2y^s instigation, representing io 
him the disgrace and dishonour that would ensue 
to the family, if the heir was long permitted to as- 
sociate with such unmeet playmates, as the boys 
of Mr TannyhOTs school, he consented that Willy 
should be sent from home, and placed at tax aca- 
demy suitable to his rank and prospects. This 
was accordingly done, and like other ^boys that 
drop away from among their school-ieUows, Cun^ 
ningham was soon forgotten. 

Vt)L. I. B 
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After Cunningham was removed from MrTan- 
nyhill'^s school, a considerable change took place 
among onr heroes playmates. The fraternity to 
which the two boys belonged, was, in fact, in the 
course of that summer, broken up ; and, for some 
time, Andrew was without any particular compa- 
mosL These temporary intermissions of friendship 
are, however, common to men as well as boys ; but 
the <care8 of our riper years make us less sensible 
of the (blai^ left by the removal of a neighbour, 
than the loss we suffered when a school-fellow was 
taken away. 

The nickname of Wheelie, in consequence of 
this dhaitge, was gradually forgotten, or rather 
ceased to be any longer in use ; while the strip- 
ling himself seemed daily in quest of something that 
he could not find, either on the moorlands, or 
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along the Iiedge*rows and the belts of planting that 
skirted the hiUs and farms oi the Craiglands. He 
was, as his grandmother said, for some time ^^ like 
a tynt creature ;^ and for lade of other company, 
often, on the road-side, fell into discourse with tra- 
velling tinklers, blue-gowns, or old soldiers, who 
had acquired a sufficient stock of wounds and scars 
to set tiiem up in beggary. Poor Andrew, how- 
ever, had nothing to give them ; but, neverthdess, 
it was remarked that they always left him seem« 
ingly better pleased than they ever quitted the 
Laird^s yett, even when Miss Miacy^ after the term 
day, allowed an extra neaveM to their wonted 
weekly almous. 

In the evenings, Andrew had vetaorae to the 
firesides of the gash and knacky carles and car- 
lins of the village. Still, even mftheir queerest sto- 
ries, he found a deficiency, for he liad no friend 
of his own age to share his remarks afterwards^ 

About Hallowe^en, however, this want was sup- 
plied. At the distancjs of « mile from Stoneyholm 
lay the small estate of Woodside, a mi»Mng^ as it 
was called, with a house somewhat better than the 
common farm-steadings. The propriletor happened 
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to difi, and the luid^ were ]?«^ted }^ his heare 4o n 
neighbouring fermer ; the heucie asxA garden beii)g 
in conjse^enise to let, were taken by a Mrs Fi^- 
^toB, the widow of a Glasgow merchant, who, tnk 
the MoFtinmas lern), took possession. 

This matron had but one child, a fine smaxt 
rattlii^ boy of the naone of Charles ; who was sent 
to the sna^t^'s school, where he and Andrew socai 
J^ecame insj^ax^able. The distance of his mother^s 
house from th^ viUa^, mK^aaion^d him, as is usual 
in such 0irciim/^anoe9, to bring his dinner in his 
pocket .at.&rst^ be was ofterwvds allowed ^o dine 
with j^^n^ir-^^n arrangement of some adrantage 
to old Martha ; for Mrs Pierston ^as in good cir- 
cums^iice% a«i4 indulgient to her only son. Thus 
commmpod o^ of those alt^hments which are 
fprmpd but at achod, and are generally supposed 
to weiither. ib^ changes ef fortune, and the blasts 
of ^dvetsity, better thai^i the frieaidships oi more 
considerate years. 

The buoyas^cy of Pierston^s spirits gave him a 
seemipg ascen^ncy dver Wylie ; but it was sooa 
observed hy the nejigbbou?s, that, in reality, An^ 
dreF ^si^ the m^stm*, and that by submittii^ to 
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&e pim&» and whimer of Charles m smiXt tifftm^ 
he unifannly obtainea the mttiiagemeiit ef thiaga 
oT greater moment, if racb language tt^ be apu 
plkd^tQi the di^nterested conoenifi €^ s^&ootboysC 
Pierston had also, as it might hare been suptiased 
fStotn itsi early effects, auol^ advantage aver his 
mstie eiNi^anioii. He had spent his boyhood iii 
Gltts^w, and hadbeetf several years ait tlve Gram- 
ma»-school (ft that city, befdre his mother iMooved 
to the Woodside house. He was in cMsequence 
pretty well, for his time, aecom^ehed in m«iy 
tric&s. He stood much less in awe of die nnuiici- 
pal dignitaries of the neighbouring fownS-^ an(^ 
accordingly, at the different teisSf. U^ whieh he eoi^ 
stmtly induced An^ew td' accenpaay iia^ he not 
01^ kept Ms paift betta? among t3ie town boy^ 
but evett went farther than most of t&em in the 
£rolicsc«»toma9yetisuchoceaMoAs» Sut although 
it wa» said of Charles than he was ft^ perfect devil!^ 
hmb) he had a generous wurmth oS heiitt, andf k 
Svdy good h«mo<nry tdittC beipohe afiMroarifibie in- 
terpretadbn t^}»vm6t at&d w9dhM'Si»aiageiBS>^ 
Many an oM applMNAnan at the fiifts, iMire^^ 
on seeing* the gouk and the tktlhig opprOM^h', (ai 
the two boys were catted^ watched; tlieir teo^namg 
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pil^ of toys and delectables with gl^ een, and staff 
grasped to repel some pawkie aggression ; whilev 
at the same tune, the boys were always merrily 
welcomed ; for Charles had plenty of pocket mo- 
ney, and spent it freely. 

If, in those excursions to the fiiirs^ Pierstoa 
found fun and frolic, Andrew reaped some espe* 
rience of the world. He soon saw that the money 
his companion spent was sufficient to set up any 
old woman with a stand ; and the thought occur* 
red to him, that if he could get Charles, on the 
next Fair day, to give his money to Janet Pirn, 
a idly and droll old lame widow, with whose tales 
4md ballads they had been often entertained du- 
jring the winter, they might be able to pay Janet 
a shilling for her trouble, and make a great deal 
of money by the speculation. The idea was most 
delightful ; but Charles justly dreaded that if the 
existence of the copartnery should become known 
to the .oth^ boys, especially to those belonging to 
Ae towns, the consequences would be ruinous, as 
Janet would assuredly be plundered without mer- 
jcy. This consideration, however, was soon got 
over, by Andrew saying, that if diey kept their 
own secreti it ciould never be known. 
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Tertns were accordingly proposed to Janet, who 
readily acceded to them ; and when the Kilwin 
ning Fair day came round, she made her appearl 
ance at the comer of the bridge, seated in an arm 
chair, dressed in her red cloak and black Sunday 
bonnet, with a table before her, covered with a 
doth secretly borrowed by Charles from his mo- 
ther's napery chest, and temptingly adorned with 
a competent stock of the requisite allurements. 
The boys themselves had accompanied Janet into 
Irvine to buy them, and they also assisted her to 
set them out to the best advantage. The muscal- 
mons were declared to be as big as doos^ eggs-— ^^ 
the sweeties and corrianders were of all sizes and 
dolours^ — intermingled with the smaQest and fair- 
est Mistress Nanse — ^the rock of Gibraltar was 
laid forth, with aU its best veins particularly turn- 
ed towards the view—parliament-cakes, and ff.n* 
ger-bread watches, richly gilded — piles of raisins 
and off5g^-gem8of8Ugar^dy,and amber lumps 
at barley-sugar, constituted this garden of Hespe- 
ndes ; round which a formidable array of idolatries 
of all descripdons, from Ogres, with a curran in 
the forehead instead of an eye, to game cocks with 
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hits of dnaaiBOii for spurs, were exhibited to l!he 
greatest advantage. Such another stand was niot. 
m the whole Fair. Janet had a great nm^ and the 
two boys, eaeb with a Stick in his hand, stood eea« 
tinels at die ends of the table. AH wenlf on fiir 
some time in the mdst pirosperous way '; Andrew 
coufitedthe gains that were flowing in, and CharkaT 
^[itieed eu8€omel*s by the bravado of his eulog^mtt 
on the artides for sale. But this display of goods,, 
and of the interest which the gouk and the tittliiig 
had in the concern, excited the envy and jealousy 
of their less successful competitors; and when 
about noon, Janet and another carlin adjourned 
to one of the public-houses to get a bottle of de 
to their dinner of bread and cheese, the secret 
was divulged that she was but an agent and a hire* 
luag. We shall not attempt to describe (he speed 
with which the story spread, nor the indigna* 
tion oi all the rival sweetie-wives. The juve- 
nile customers, who had dealt with Janet mer^ 
ly because her sweets were the best at the Fair , 
diought themselves cheated, and <^ned an in** 
cessant fire of the small shot of pips, while a tre* 
mendous battery of twenty mouths, every now and 
then, roared firom the adjacent stands. Andrew ad-* 
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vised Janet to pack up her things quiedy, but 
. Charles insisted she should not budge a step ; they 
had as good a right to sell things at the Fair as 
any other body, and he was prepared to defend it. 
-—The attack ccmtinued-— the crowd gathered— 
Charles lost his t^nper, and struck a great heavy 
lumbering country lout that was laughing at him 
over the fingers, Tfie ftllo4ir retaliated. Some of 
the spectators took part with Charles — a battle- 
royal ensued ; indi&iaMbk «f wbich the table was 
overset, and all its treasures trodden in the mire, 
«taidlit fktt afttUmuUffiRDis atid ikt dappitig of hands 
o|aiI Air rimd dtakrsw 

Tki0 tw9 ftoBfv seieiBgr ibeib g^IAm dreatel tibtti 
jhwptitfli, 4et»ed itam ike tMotf, and Idli^ fSkovi 
^Amimi Imn iwrohred in^ thtir cHua^ i» %bl tlh^ 

tairfbrtu ao ib <y urn n<»i^h^«ie. €htt»te» saw^^ 

Mtti isdaad ftkr that he wm no wMdh hrthe 
eouMtry M who had^ikresbtid h^f but Ids ire did 
not bum the Umi fl«»ci^ Oii th^ iMi>fCimry, iW 
w&tt witlf JkiniMW in qttck ^Mim iffikfBiif seb^l- 
ftUow^ ta mim iH Mmsngiiig tlte ^MSgiAMkht 
bad himself provoked. 
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When the two boys had walked up tibe stkeet^ 
and passed through the gate of the maso&^a lodge 
intd the churchyard, widbout meet&ig wiihf ttay 
of dieir (^mpmmmy Andrew halted «id saic^ 
V Od^ Chifflie, Tm thinking we had aa weel bide 
9fi we a^ce-^Yon'^s ft horned stet, in camfsaSmm 
^ MS, wha hae but hanea o" grb lo a nd a. i^olid 
chap <r hi« neive: would be as deadly as Codsoy 
fh^ smith^ajTo^hammer^-Ody Fm n6 for ned* 
4Bi*g wy mair wf tibe jasuckle brute*'' 
^ li^ierston reprobated the pusinnfiMiilty . of tihit 
piud^t jaeQtUBent, md became miMre and nkM 
resolute for revenge. . j ; 
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"Vera weel," cried Wylie, ** tak your aia 
gait> and get yotir em steddt and your nose 
smashed, and see what yell mak o^t— a pretty 
pirlit ye^U be, me leading you hame, blind and 
bleeding, wT a niqpkin, or an auld stocking tied 
round your head. Eh ! what a skreighing at the 
aght o^ you, Charlie, there will be ! — ^your mother 
running out and in, dapjang her hands for her 
murdor^ baim.^ 

" I dilma care though he were to kill me,^ ex« 
daimed Charles ; " if I had but my will o^ him 
btfoirfi hand."" 

" Ay, 'that^ssense,'^ said Andrew, " gin ye 
Qddldbut get y<H]r will o^ him first — ^But the fear 
is, that lie may get the will o^ us — and what^s to 
be done then ?^ 

Plenstbn was a little puzded with this, and 
heatating, said, after a mementos feflectiony>— 
^ We might Iratch for him, and stane him frae 
bidbiiid the dike, whai he^s gaun hatne in the 
gjloaobing,^ 

:* ^^ Ix\ a cowardly thing to way-laya defenceless 
]|ian-<^-0€|» Charlie, I thought ye:had mair spunk,^ 
i^qdied Andrew, in perfect smcerity^ but stiUonly 
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iiasiota to- pacify the reden^ent of Us fiiehd. 
Touch my honour touch my USe^ wu a 6CiituatHt 
tliat Picrsteu had learnt among the youths of Ma 
own kidney at the grammar-gchool of Glasgow ; 
and the impBedunworthmero of taking his enemy 
unprepax^d^ affected him iti his most Ytdneiral^ 
ieeKngs. 

^ What am I to do, Andrew ? 1€» a dreadfti^ 
thing to gie up my satisfaction. — IahA: M my k^ 
•whar the bnite stradc me^-4tl3 linei Uack ind 
Hue— ^'deeriFft in him, but VU gar him rue ^t.^ 

Andrew examined the wounded party and de^ 
ehred it was just a flea bi€a. ^^ I^^s a iree red,^ 
aaid he, ^^ andbefopa half a^ haur's bye y^ n^et 
f&k\ Mn3, Charlie, it^s baiisfy to ifiaka sio a 
waiii: for a lit tig on the haffet*-a* ye goacbi^s SO 
Ibetae half o^ what ye giedU-4br ycffie a dee?fl at a 
pait, whef^ youv bkrsfeB are up-—! wduld ni CMia 
in your rev^evenee then foi* something.^ 

PiersteB was iatteredt fay the eemplisDMni la^ hta 
atrength and valour ; his pride was also toiaAtfk it 
Ae Idea of exi^gerating the efleelaof the fak^ he 
fiad received, which Auistemf k fii^ admdy tm^ 
denralued^ and he satid^ ^< Aflpfor the Auaqp^flOl 
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le t! the kead, I kaer thoIeY «w«ity timee 
b^Tteiioo; und I think I woxAd he ebntent 
if I was sore he had gotten aa nmdde frae 



<< Ye needh«e nae doabt o^ tint, Clntlie, for he 
got tir& for an — ^ye ken^ ye were the fiest aggrei* 
aor, ye stnick him first wi^ the adck, and he gieil 
yoa hi^ a gende slaik wi'^a pftw*^I dmna think 
be was yery wud fi»r a* liiai^^^uid then ye birfd 
athxiBr.--4)kif bat y^ire a- terrier when in m paa^ 
aion, CharMe — ^and when a^a coiwdered, I ihink 
we aught to be thankfu* that we came off wi^ hale 
1iKne% stid n»e Uood sp^t^ 

^ BiA thb star wae coupit^ Hod a' onr mefv 
rdmdiBe loflrtU-WWa ta mak tip tiat?"* feplM 
SientDfl^ fisify at a kat fora awflufant feason ti 
rttiraeMaiiifieaJiylcingei^ ' 

.^ Lfaai^ had.m5 dui^gfata a? ibat; too/ aaiddnr 
hero, ^^ and I jealouite that it wte me » r^^ 
: dlifl^ of HI! ta be mislaMs in. Mjr aie tdde^ wi*^ 
oKfipltft JioMt. it waa i nfajduf i ng w? tfe aoU 
: iirMie wvres^-^ye saw wM fl( atoarnn* iteang 
dMa wkeit'die tfoA aaiM ottt-^fithRri were nle 
ither callants at the Fair keying stands.^ 
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'' That's w&A &»e you, iuidreirr »M ChtekiSi 
*^ fi>r it was a' your oto doiiig^-«*I did na care a 
bawbee for the stand, and a' the pr^t.^ 

" m mak nae denial,^ was WyUe's disereet'an** 
swer ; ^ for I kent nae better ; but I hae got hi;* 
sight by the upshot, and I wish^he whole mrf 
were weel hidden ; for gin that lassie Mary Cttn^ 
ningham hears that we were keeping a stand, Hfce 
twa sweetie wires at the Fiur, she'll henry my seven; 
senses wi' her jeerii^^ — a' ye hae gotten will be 
naediing to what I maun thole, so let's keep a 
talm sough and dose tongues."" 

Charles was now ftilly persuaded, not only of 
^ piopri^ of stiffing his revenge, but ids^ c6n* 
vineed that they had not be^i engaged in any very 
honourable adventure ; and said, with some de^&B 
of mortification and chagrin, ^^ I hope Janet ha9 
ta'en care o' the taUe doth, &r sic a ri^t there 
will be rfxmt it if it's lost.'* 

Andrew perceiving that he had gained a eom-^ 
plete Tictcay , proposed that they should "t^nlBm to 
crifipfe Janet ) and they found her- rq>Iaci]% Ibd^ 
stand with sudi of the aartides as she liad been 
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aUb to pidc up, selliiig the damaged greaf bto- 
IpaBs ta the chiJ^rent vho, hoyering i^ound heor, 
deplored the weetk of suph dejicious Qomi|ioditk#» 
The leonsieiif, iboweyex, thi^ the gowk md th^ tit- 
tJiiig were again seen on tl^e igpotj the^ai^d wiym 
a^und immediiitely broke out on them. a s^9Q94 
tune ; aod such had I^vl the ^t^t of Andrew'^s 
tjqjH^esei&tation <^ t^e unworthy nature of tliek qo- 
pHrtnery, that Charles waa .qujk^ dmmted by their 
•hantery and sluiik away. Our hero, howeyer>.wi|s 
ifone disi^ayed ; but with great ^address tiifncifl 
the scale in their faypur, by telling Janet that I^ 
^aod Gharl^ ^ye lip to her aU the merchandise 
taUd profiv.on eondition that she took good c^ 
j|| the table-cloth. Never was ^eneroiB^ity be^^t^ 
':^^f-**^e gift was a little fc^rtune to old Jane^ 
mA site Bf> lordly e:!qpfei8ed her thanlfs ^dgrf- 
!l|ft4/e, that: the,^ths^ womep, to whom the hoya 
had^been good customers on oti^^r occasions^ j^lfl* 
.^e^instai^ly in praising them to the ddes, and long 
l^Qlie^th^'^vieniiig^ thevgpwk and the tittling were 

-J:^»titla^^j»W4»*5>«oe8 rf^ did ncjt 

t^tOP J^^* It ];^hed the ears pf Mrs Fkrstofiu 
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lAoksd, indeed, peevieiuly begun to (nnpedt, tbkk 
Ae 0ehool at Stenerf helm was bo« exactl j the flit, 
test iAm» fiir n b(^ ef her mm^B prefi|iec«»; #iid 
Chao^les was soon aftef F^n^er^cid, and MEUt t^ ee»U 
plete Ms educadoii hi dtie ef the tte^ghbbtitfttig^ 
Wirne, #heFe he ^ontkitted inBi he wae smmnoniMl 
to London by anr ^cle, a g^at ei^ merehaiKt 
A sreeond time Andrew was^ tkoB agam 1^ tahSEO- 
self; but the fiiendsMp^ between him and Chaxl^ 
Iras not entnreiy broken by their sepaxa&on. For 
at the vacation and holidays, Pierston regidai^ 
Tifioted his mother at the Weodside-Hoiuey and 
hifrintimaey #l(9i AnAfew was^ em those ooeaeiMtf, 
sis \^aafcfm3y r^new^. The dSf^eiiee df d% 
fll^res in which l(hey moved was, however, gH^- 
Aially operating^ a dhahge on the characters cf 
-Botfr. Charies, destmted ^tsf the mercatil^ fif^ 
fission, and amidst genteel eotnt»aHnoBS, edtvetfled 
in. tSie hopes and prospects of opidenee^ #)lis eveiy 
]rear developing more and more iiite » spraee atfd 
tomsh gallant ; i^'Mle AnSt^^ btied nf in #iistib 
poverty, and without any dbfiftilid views ^is&IA 
fhturelife, settled ittto^BtfifegaAearlie,'r€»A^h^ 
afde diie% fbr^ A straight ferwartf ampHcHy. Hli 
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drollery and good humour, however, rendered him 
a familiar and prodigious favourite with every 
body ; and although few in the parish were, per- 
haps, more destitute of any visible means of rising 
in the world, a confident belief was entertained 
among all who knew him, that he was destined to 
become a rich man^-^a great one none ever ven- 
tured to anticipate ; nothing indeed could be more 
opposite to any idea of personal grandeur,. &an 
lis small, short, round-headed figure, snioMh ap^ 
p)e cheeksy «id little tvinUmg eye(l<^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 



THE CONSULTATION. 



At the period of which we are now treating, 
neither the commerce nor manufactures of Scot* 
land had risen ta that height, which has since 
wrought such changes, not only in the appearance 
of the country, but affecting the very depths and 
principles of the national character. 

The youth having few means of advancement, 
and but a narrow field of enterprize at home, 
sought their fortunes abroad; and good school* 
ing, as it was called, constituted the common pa- 
trimony of the Scottish adventurer. As Andrew 
was rendered unfit by his feeble frame for the 
drudgery of a farmer, >his grandmother, actuated 
in her humble sphere by the national spirit, re- 
solved to spare no cost on his education. But 
whether to breed him for a divine, a doctor, or a 
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Iswyet^ was a point not easily detennined. It 
presented even more difficulties to her imagina- 
tion, than any apprehension which she entertained 
of procuring the means. For with respect to the 
latter, her trust in the care of Providence was 
unbounded ; and she had heard of many gospel* 
ministers, come of no better stock, who bravely 
upheld the banner of the testimony, even unto the 
death. She had also heard of doctors who had 
returned nabobs from India, that began as shop- 
boys to druggists ; and of lawyers on the free- 
hold-roll of the county, that had commenced their 
^career by running errands for town-officers. 

But ais she could not detcarmine for herself, she 
resolved to consult the master. Accordingly, one 
afternoon, when the school had been dismissed, 

* 

she went to his house, and foimd him at his tea, 
Hstening, with a faint smile that played among 
his features, like sunshine through the hedgerow, 
to some little comic occurrence in the village 
•which Andrew was describing, while sitting at his 
side as a companion, but not at that time a par^ 
cipating guest 

The small room where they were seated, was 
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kl tbe btKtk f$a^ Gkf ihe achool^hcniae. Behind 
ike dee^'f kt ft recess, stood a huaiUe bed, covesed 
wilh a pftt<^ed and quilted oeterkt, which at night 
was carefully rentoved^ being only used' tor shdw 
]by d*y. Floating the «.t«n.ce, a mahogany acta. 
t(Hre was plae^ mmevihsd &£%n iocongemovok d» 
fp^ of splendour^ comparfed with d» genend styfe 
<»f the apeartBient, and over it himg a Dutch lod& 
ing^-glas^, in a gaudy fnaand of fldwers^ and gildings 
a considerable marginF of flie plate being adorned 
with biirds mid foMag^ jwiiited on the surface. The 
41^ of the serotoire^ under the glass^ was covered 
with a dmnask-^towd, and occupied by several vo* 
lumes neatly boiind, a tall wine goblet^ with a 
white spiral Mn^ up the stdOk, filled widi flowefn^ 
aad a mahogany tea-chest, with an inlaid likaiess 
of a claniT-sheS in firont. The window was between 
Ae serfitmr^, and the w^ lacing the bed. It 
.eensifif ed of four panes, and lod^ into a small 
garden, ranh with a]^leringy, and other fragrant 
iM^As atii stately flowers^ The s<de of the wis- 
4ow wa»> occupied witk a flbwer^^[dot eontainii^ a 
geranium, round which several bodks lay 0cat4»D- 
^d| a Atmsoff^hox, a ra«ier-^»se, and a hone. Op^ 
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po£g^ to liie irindoie, And Bisar itlie door, stood Uk 
dl^t-3ay dock, witiua Uadc imst between tlw 
volutes on the top, bearing tbe sr^knovn in^ 
tfscis^on cdTthe cloud-capt towers, indicating that 
the image was meant for Sfaakespe^e. Betwe^ 
the clock and the comer, Andj^ew and the master 
wjere sitting whan his grandmother entered, and 
she was in ^consequence requested to take a seat 
ki\an .^gidar elbdw*chair, which occupied the 
«of ner opposite to them« 

^ Pm come,^ said Maitha, ^^ to ^hae a crack 
wi** you.ibontt this get. if s time noo-l^at be were 
thinking o^ doing something for himsd. He^s weel 
iSurough his fifteen, and I woiild &in hae an ink- 
ling gin he be o^ ony o^city.*^ 

!Mr Tannyhill, foreseeii^ that the conrersation 
woidd turn en particulars, which might be as well 
discussed in Andrew^s absence, suggested that it 
would Be poroper for Jbim to retire. 

*^ Ay^" said his grandmother, " tak the door 
on your back, and play yoursel till me and the 
maistar hae come to an understanding.'" 

Our hero on this hint immediately withdrew ; 
but although lie took the door on his back by shut- 
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ting it after him, he placed Imnself close to ii in 
ibe kitchen, from vhidi the room entered, and 
orerheard all that passed within. 

*^ Poor lad£e,^ resumed Martha, when He had 
retired, ^' he^s no strong ; hard wark^s no for him, 
and saft^s ill to get Noo, Mr Tannyhill, whaf s 
your conceit?-^I doubt he has nae got the cast o^ 
grace needful to a gospel-minister. James Sin* 
ney, the droggei^tin Kilwinning, would tak him 
for a word o' my mouth, if ye thought he^s o^ a 
physical turn ; and John Gledd, the messenger, 
wlia Wilis sib to his mother, ance promised as muc- 
kle i but I canna say I hae ony brbo o^ the law, 
for it's a deadly distemper amang Mens; and 
Andra, though baith pawkie and slee, is' a warm- 
hearted creature, and would bie oVr scrimp in the 
severities of justice, especially in pleas amang kith 
and kin." 

The master replied, that, of all the learned 
professions, he really thought Wheelie was best 
disposed by nature for the law ; " for although,^ 
said he, *^ the craw thinks its ain bird the whitest, 
ye'^re no, Martha, sae misled by your affection, as 
to imagine that Andrew^s qualified to make a 
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soun £cae the pulpt ; and noo-^a-days, even ii^ 
he were, a^ things o^ religion hae settled into a 
method, that ^es the patronless preacher hut lit* 
tie chance o** a kirk. Wr your oye^s ordinar looks, 
I fear though he were to grow as learned as Ma- 
thew Henry himsel, he would hae but a cauld coal 
to blaw at.*" 

^' For the baim^ looks, Mr Tannyhill, I think 
they^re weel eneugh. There nvay be brawar, but 
a hantle are far wainr,^ said Martha, a little tartfy ; 
'^ howsomeirer, if iVs your notion that he wouldna 
mak a sincere ditine, I would rath^ see him gaun 
about the £Eirms wi"* Thomas Steek, the tnlor, clout- 
ing at saxpence a-day, than walking the dike-sides 
between hope and starvation, wi'^ a thin white fiu», 
and his forefinger atween the leaves o! some auld 
kittle Latin buke."^ 

^^ Your deiicription o' a luckless probationer,^ 
said the master with a sigh, ^^ is ower true. It^s 
a state without pleasure to the man faimsel, and a 
sorrow to a^ that see him. I would be wae to 
think that Andrew'^s blithe spirit was qui^ched 
wi** the tear of mortification ; and therefi^re. Mar 
tha, if ye would follow my advice, a^ I can say !$> 



l^t b^ choose Jscstnoefla Mr Smiiey and Jahtt 

^^ J ^akniae, sk,^ orfipBed M»bl|hA, ^ liukt be 
]iag hoi.amxisC cdxmiadb for ^hedsog trade, and I 
fiincy ifU ^ to the law." 

<^ 3jtt lJia4,^8»d Mr Tamyiai^ '^ 1 4ou^ 
wi^ a portion of perseverance, he may giaw a top* 
fkag. dh^racter. I iiae seen a£ £^bur^, irhm 
I was at Ae iCoUege, advocates proudly bofiic^ 
the C^uirts, iiiat could reckon no hi^ier parent- 
age* He haa only to join care to hidnstry, and; 
by n decent use o^ ihe means diat Frovid^oe may 
{da^ in las poirer, I ha^e no doubt hell reap hoiA 
rkhes and honour." 

While Martha was thus dr&wnig out, in the 
pursuit of her object, the latent and shimbeiii^ 
mind of the master, our hero was listesnng with a 
throblnx^ heart. At.ihe mention of the ministry, 
a j£m .vision boated before him, in whidi the fair 
form of Matj Guiuaingfaam vns blended with the 
suterinnr q£ a church, and the remembrance of fifty 
pBalBi& It .was, jMKFever, but ihe passionless as- 
soobtion of &dings and reooDeetions that diasoL 
y^ Away, and was laat in disagroeaUe imager of 

3 
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llie green and yellow gallipots, sores and salres, 
odious stufEi and bottled reptiles, with which the 
mane of James Sinney, thedni^^t, was associated. 
The chances, by prudence and industry, of attain^ 
ing riches and honours through the lq;al profes* 
Mon, deteemined his choice ; and he put an end to 
the consultation by opening the door, and looking 
in, at the same time saying, ^^ Vm for John 
Gledd^s, gMune." 



VOL. I. 



(SO .Ti. x«]iArfsft>vts« 



' c 



*•**■?• J." '  ' I 



' f ."f -:••■•- T ,.-■ • -^ * 



9 -■ *.-i./* *»j .»^ ,^' ,.l%';.y 






' Cff^lFfJ&W'Vtt: 



 *  s 



.i 



.J '^' 



THE' wyi-s^t.* ' •• '^ '■*' 



*-. * -.'•^-. .A ^ , ■.. , s v...Jii»f. 

Ths&i: are few tlu£^ in tbe^^driU^ini^^ 
dei&d to philosophy tlum die means-by wUdiHthe 
iMioeftt poor of Seotl^ »e enabled, fro^a igy, to 
day, with light hearts, strong arms, and brave ispi- 
rits, to faee the ilk of life, with what they call 
^^ anoi' faiiiilies"'^that ij9, at least half a dosen 
chiMrai. But their general condition is contra- 
tite opulencie to what was the lot of old Martha 
Docken, and yet she was oneof acUuiai^MtwcAild 
h&ve spomed the gifbt of cbarity-^of thttt class to 
whom the country still pointe with pride, and, we 
hope long will, in q^te of all the improvements in 
Agriculture, mani^sictuxes, and connneroe. 

As soon as it was detenimied that Andrew 
should be sent to Jolln GkddX the writer, to 
learn the law, various important considerations re- 



ipmeii tir be wi^ iNiighM bjrfaii gMx&aa^eh^Iti 
ibe^firft^btee^ cJoki filled tI^S3I>^i4ttlUig',' ft tt^ 

$e6omAyaecoi^&aig to^cttiR)^^ it i«^ reqtuntt^tlnrt 
Aactev^ ^s^li Iil«f^j^V dkflrk; AouM beafiltle^bet^ 
ter cbesMKi tliair lbittL^?fy ; aMiougb' Mairt^ twi 
8uredJbmth*t^he 'nigged iODttfr 6' the^fflaatimr 
iiito' tf mot i» tbe itoMiV^mftitiage. - ? 

y lit n toi^^^r(»fi|)feeti¥e eoiitemplflilion'of 'tbi era; 

aetved the S^^diy dodieff i^ Bis &1hat ; . bat kc 
orAeT'to fit faiai^ ihejfr reffmred conjsickrsble idt»« 
l^iflbs ; ai^ 41 conmltfttioii^^ hdd witlir Tb(Aiki» 
&ed:,' tli# ta&at; &A the Btd^ect ; the result of 
«tlteh wai^ Aftt on d daj setforthepurpOBe; ^o- 

niitt, witk^ Idshuldie, clipping Jock, teetiveA^b^ 
moKs^M M$xiheh eot^e door^ with aS the teqtd- 
tit^ iaq^lesteenti of their profesnon: The tailor 
Umie^lf, heiiig^B landfer^ with a dnrwn up hg, and 

' -iti^ aiBtilt^'eMned the shears in his 'left-ha:nd ; 
Wd Jo^5 i Mitk'hnnipuhadked creature; 1)roilgfat 
the goo06 Miind'hiih, bearing the law-board^OTer 
hifr should^. By their art and dontrivancey An- 

' ^teew was-pnc^periy ecfaipped totake hi^r place at 
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^^lin Gledd^s deBk-r^dtm having, cm the first 
application, immediately agreed to ]%hten Mar^ 
t}ia'*s hand of the bpy ; for however strict in /the 
haxsh offices of caption iind homing, he had the 
friendly spirit of the poor man ampog the poor^; 
and was ever ready, to the utmost stretch of Ixuk 
narrow means, to. help a' neighbour in need. 

The day fixed for our hero to enterthe w<^ld 
by the Clachsn of Kilwinning, was the first Ml>A- 
day of May. On the Sunday before, he madtet fait 
appearance at church in his new garb. 

As the yoimg bird lingers about the nest, and 
is timid and reluctant to trust its untried ifing, tba 
fiuicy of the school-boy, when he is on the. p^t 
of first leaving home, hovers amidst the so^iiea 
of Ins childhood, and wistfully lodes back oa a 
thousand little objects, which, till then, he bad 
never thought were dear to him. In the calm still 
evening of that Sabbath, this sentiment pervaded 
the bosom of our youthful adventurer ; insomudi,- 
that when the master invited him, as a UIHiajf^njf, 
of his regard, to take tea with him, he dedined it^ 
saying, ^^ I am vera mickle obliged, sir ; but Fqi 
thinking, o*" just taking a dauner round the Cn4g<r 
Lmd parks.^ 
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The good and simple Taimyhill was so deeply 
nUmble of the fteling which dictated this leftisal) 
that he said n()thiiig, but followed Andrew with 
Ms eye^ as he saw him moving away towards the 
fidds. ^ That laddie,^ said he, to one of the 
Bdghboars who happened at the time to come up^ 
,** has mait in him than we gie him credit for'— I 
wouMna be surprwed to hear of him being some* 
thing yet.'' 

Andrew, after parting from the master/ strayed 
into the Craiglandplantations, and kept his course 
idotig a path that ran beneath the south idde of 
ilie garden wall attached to the mansion-house^ 
until he had entered the ancient policy of the do* 

• Every thing about the Craiglands betokened the 
disposition of the Laird. The house was large, 
and htelt at cBfferent times. About eighty years 
bdinre, an additibn had been made, in such a man-^ 
nfer, as to convert the endof the original mansion, 
or 'ftrtklice, into the priticipal front, by which a 
^e old avenue of plane trees was thrown, as it 
were, aside, and another approach was formed to* 
wards the new front, which looked into what, in 
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jOr ftowei'-gKtdeH*-^ IoW*fae«ni itone ^att, 'widi 
rtjttfffectfluiABft^ti^tervakr, stiiMiiidiliglWiiani^l 
hi th^ &ant of wbi<;h; foiA at eticit side, was a gafe^ 
vay , fotmtA hf stately square ^Hars, crowned Mstk 
^eulptured pine a^fq^Ies. Tlie plan and atdiitecliiie^ 
tfiou^ in a foxmid, were oertaii^ hi-^oilietihiiig tt 
ar grittMl style^ if not in a good taste ; Wt all^rta in 
a state of ruinous neglect — the parterre was-oif«i^ 
giawn With weeds^-^vadt bCotehes^-df MUdes 'llttd 
docks fflkd the comers, and rose abo^^^^ in^ 
closing WaQ^-^e piufnapple heads iflT flerbml tf 
the pillaris lay among them as ihey .hadTfiSeH-^ 
and waiihing-tuhs^ and coals, and p^&y^eri |fieil 
agaanst the house, under the vety windows oPtite 
dikpoig-irdom. ' But if the inamAon ibdi gconfids 
weie tw^eeted, the wood& Aiftred;li£ilefiMn Aitfi* 
ling the same carekssness. 'The trees, Idb to tfiem** 
selves^ had grbwd into^ev^ possible shape cffAtH^ 
t^esque Iu3cin4ance ; wd firrtiinately botib fer iIk 
admli^ of the spot and llie har, Ae Laifd' wouid 
liotsufer them to be touched; and, in eonsaqjlienee^ 
jJiierCTaigland gtoyes were among the mcM hem' 
1^ ift 4ihe w^i of Scotia^ 



c ' /^i^■{ffr^'>^^ saniitagBdiflldiil auto the Aaigm^ 

imi^pflvdoiiy k'BBm&degi8ey';pcM9ok of the scdber^ 
otknriBgadiai wm a^^g oatte dirt r m t vista of 
the kndfldipe beyond, as the evemng twilight gra- 
daa%i£Mte&. HeiraKstffiyitistme^a m^reboy, 
Imt he was entering on that qpoch of life when all^ 
tliftiift»*ignate ftdingraf thefapaom b^^ to coti^ 
centrate into passion ; and for some tbat^* by ihe 
gradtudinBtfval of UtfaribocM^Ofews^'hedttid benb, 
in a.MDia0t,MBft rakftein^llitf "vdtogo^-Hi «ituatidii 

rf ttaiiffliw- • 

. Afe ft> j io te n tf ito »i g tfwie« an Jit tmitt stgeain, \ 
oTcr^wldieby m tbe gsyet dqra of die ^Mii^ilnids^ 
»- widhwinHgw^-iiftd -hHB»i thg»im; ^bttt^ it was 
l0i9g;ifliilBa|f^i and • ptaiAi^' «0p^iod >«» place.- 
O«ii4uri|pttnkiAndfi0w ^soa^ imd finr^ 

fl<a>»4iaM^(mli94nieB$; eraimilMl^tun^ the pc^ 
Uw Fiife iW'tot^ in the eha^^ Mary{)«iiining^ 
huait '«to ^m ^Mb wa&dtig witk oyie^of ^e maads, 
\klSffp0mifim roMmng boine/'to aee^hnn; and' 
MiBpfk^iiMif^^ behlftd^lnii'OO^aered'^ ^yes- 
oiddeoly with her handa^ir^^. Xtls yoq^ Mmcy^"' ciied^ 
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he instinctively ; wd die lirely gid^ imcksing his 
eyes, b^gan to laugh and jeer at his new qppear* 
ance. ^^ You may tak your fill p't the night, Maiy,^ 
md he, ^^ but it winna be lang^ yell hae't in your 
ppwer.^ 

« Eh r cried Mary seriously, *^ whar are ye 
gaun?^ 

. '^^ Vm boun^the mom^s mnniing to John Gledd% 
in Sjlwimiing.'" 

. ^^ And what are ye to do there, Wfaeebe P ^ 
. ^^ Tm thinking o^ making a forton.^ 
. By this time the maid had joined thfiBG^a^d she 
interposed laughingly, saying, ^^ And when, hels a. 
grand man, hell come and many yeu, MisaHaiyr''? 
. ^^ O, that wis bo sic a whik,^ said-Maryt 

Wh^it more img^ have ensued, we cannot pie-^ 
sjome to conjf^ctuse ; but the conversation nasinte^*. 
r^pted by the shrill voice of Miss MiqF^heandccliSb^; 
ix^ from withm the garden, ^^ Mary.Cunniagham,^ 
whar are ye ? Come into die house, and tak y«ar . 
hook immoiHcndy T tt the sound of which^ JS^«y 
8kii^>Qd.away, foftowed by ik» umd ; and Axdrev^ , 
risii^ bom the bridge retuPtncd home.lo Uafr«B^ 
mother's ovttage^ ;. 
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Soox afttr ^s fitde inddent, s lease of dmeof the 
Craiglandfannsfiettin; andtheauj^entBtkiiiirliicIr 
^e Land feoeisred in l3w rent M die renewal, ftdly* 
JMti^fied ilk sfatter. Miss Mizy, to urge him tocend 
Mary; as he had^originaHy designed, te an Editi* 
buxj^ boaiiEBag-sciiool, to kfmi g^teel manners^ 
and hom to. sew satin-ineces, amkphy on the spin-* 
net,'dia unlispensable iiccomplidnnents at th^t pe-v 
xiod of«a Ayrshire laird'^s daughter ; and ve do 
me hiMsr «duit my essendul improvement has beeir. 
made inr the inrdcv of their education sinoe. 

By thai arrangement, Andrew, dnring 1^ ap» 
pmrtieeshi^witht)iemesscaiger,BawMarynom6re. 
M«aawhafe, his aseaduily at the AeA waa qnitd 
^tempbiy, aswellastbe determiDatfett withwhieb 

c 8 
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lie WM aetoited to aoqnm aloioirle^eof lii»]pro» 
ii»noii-^ jtnowledge it miglit be called of tiie 
law, which consisted met^ in being ablets eopjr 
witb -fidelitir that cireintous and peijilexittg ver- * 
bottty , ^hich is professedly intended to be cteaver 
i^ plainer thim tKe Ittiigtiage of ^eoniBMRt aense» 
He was tiao &tii^vdslted fiom all thie Ma of Ua 
own age, for the preieienoe whieh he gvre to At 
knacky conyersadon of old and original chaiacteou 
it wgnineoknot to*. htDn^ wnedscf loe pntusy with 
idibnr' lia jaidjoyed his kBsnref wene. •deflflsted* diot^ 
oe daft rit waa enongkillwi: diw lalk WM 0^ 
fuoBT .pkrases^ and.liMir aainds tan aaboi^. tha 
adds-aniaiids of tfaings. 1B^ dw pe^idiftriHi^ 
BMur, liwwaa.'pMBcrVBl in his dnniian mnpliciiy^ 
wAiilB iw asade^ as be often aftamaada said; Itei 
actf/ ^^ Hb memory, Wb^ n wiadem-podE^ : a iboda 
aCi arid. lmiA-kniidfetiea~elnca of . jeifeacnea^ 
andabapil^ref matter, that nalf^ aarantnjoian^ 
the rents, in the knees midielfaaw.a^itrsais anJ: 
diffiookies.'' 

• j^€vant, howexer^ bappaned, 'idttdhx cbangnl' 
Ae praape^ of his piefcsaieiiaV.eaafacr,. . itimki 
eiaddhidl»sIiodk.f€ the friif^ and wa»«Uii^ 



^^^*^^^ ^^^^qVyW^^S ^ i^B^i^^F^il^^^*^*^ t^^^^^^K^^^^^W^^^t' ^^^^^^r^^^^^^H^^^H • ^^v^^^^Mfl ^^^^i^^^^^B^^p 

Ul^iltottddbrtMie.^ At &BI itwasfmpMod^ M^ 
lato liD^t fiyv' lit' w^ht^ hi ^m^ litdwati^ ioi fidbi»» 
i^iiJM iiitiiiiii, dt 'mm'wgi$ki':Ul;9mi. jam mtliiM 

$he 5w«i§^««m«tf iMd^n^ MiMtili&r'M^ 
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» mnxA mhix tHe Ef^eshiui Autaf ; a^A UAAff 
go# iijtfk to-alt^ tlie affeetidiia WT Mr Ij^, 
m^djl (tt>Iiat«r» of k^ repul^dcm Mdgietl eo»-' 
1100011% and who, ^isding lie cduM aol obtem hit 
kove oa fitter tecin% hiid4b« good mmm to'tittalDef 

li«»'lgft;iSp£^v fiftw«env]ifipihtt«id Wjcmsira^ 
nuBL,|io ltee|!iffjr mrreflpoiid«iee' 9iiMQled; 'tat 
from ^me to time thoy heardof ^ndi odia^ ondl 
tlw dd wwum vgoioed at the -pMspmiy at bet 
iMce, 4»iit wMiout iUnldiig, titt Jeltt CUeddgs 
fldsfiactttne^ that it.iroiiid 0rer:be4>£ awf ayifl to 
her grindiiDBi. 13Mt'eiiBiil^howeTev,«diieoted4ier 
C9ies.t0iraxd8 Mijb I^Moy.; andik vaisi^diDtBnititiiBit 
to soMcitr^hor influeiido vith hav koafaaiid tm oar 
hMrV^Mtalt .. A lat^ was naminlivf^ mnma^ 
hyAodmm ta^.ihiAibSmA;.wuii'hf zetamof^Aa 
fmH^-n kind, and ooaaidBnite jr^ly im^xoeOMd^' 
hoMusUe alikeftto Mrs Ifiaap'^a japirit aa a^ScotdK 

lidmuni. She inEnriDed Mairdiay that Bfolpaqr 
liadfeln^ &dm llnmttmm aeifiond jman ^ibittthi^ 
hia;mc<tni<ir, Mr ¥dlm^ w/osU rnadtre AiifaiB^ 
uliiimat Hf iivia^ oMfroBiaiKi; lon^lttaiVtojMDe 4a>' 
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c66t note than h«r mmt eould weH aifiwd, iiHe 
iadoiecl a UH flir tiraity po«&id0^ not ai a gill, 
boi afr'tf'l^Mi, to he TepmA- by Andfew wlienever 
he€0iddd9io« 

The »odq»t «f liik firkmAf ttid omiride^ 
ter w«s ''an taipieioii» omen, Aat evcffy- one in 
Stoneyiiiiedm vegai40d ais li noe^bken of 8oni^^ 
gMmd lis the ftitore Ibrtimes of Andrew i and to 
none djA tit gire more pleasure' than to tlie maa- 
tet^ lAoin our hero hmaelf vaa ^ iiel to iirferm 
•4fiiia great good'kidi. 

^ 'M^a^bdtohMr^ WhaaHerMUItb^lifaid 
aHifoodiilaanyhiil ; ^ )m naithev te Abi^^ nor 
in. asjr /thaig d0o^ be cMiepo^a% iifted'^p, or 
cant doirpi, Take anne honest and hottodfride 
purposi inyovr mind, and nudce all year e6dea- 
tomr h^id to Ae attaiBmeiit diereof; hy that 
ftfll not mly gat fbnrard hi hie, but yoiir^alqia 
^ t 'h ^i#tarly - imd lesDeeted* thouflh yxkut naasa- 
'giBgheikw* Bat^myhflini^setnotyDnrAoi^^ 
m rkiies «i an eod, fant only as a meant^i £ok 
apaaatfafaig^ aaove sofid to^ youvflel) ^tm^ |rliiatiiig in 
the fli^t of fiin, irhoy mdnifiaraar) haBgiym 
you eri| if iibe Mrntuda he dama ihvn yoi&^ 
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tb^ vwjhkh Ul^h& JtMl; ai^-^ppd^pfis^ faoir i|dH 

tdvice ; and perluips he was the xxmc^ iuqmaf^r 

vidi k^fkftotieablchwiidMhi itiiMw^, aa it iraa 
»( inmoft^ widi lli^iiiiUural and habitual cowrae ^ 
hiii^Mn ifliflotiatia*' >£^r^th<^h he wmmot^^ 
^ia$m NeMan, %> im^aftkki lib>b#yb9o4 i(bo»tY 
«qFfthHig ae^vafl^ aaithat phaeagpharVi maJitptiatiBf 

pla^ he V889 nevertheless) in> > hie pwqry ^emfaitifNl > 
inMi i^tieiifittar.gdnus^taQd^M ftrMil^ ae^eit'at 
tUa ead^ pfried> a a<A«weof ]if»>eiidf0x4iift)M^ 
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GHAFEER IX. 



PEEf&ftmATtOKS. 



JM' MM6t MHDedts* the wnriih trf flteaiiihnlw 
ftrtgnin^ ia !<• partog^ aaite ati|^Mw«r P Jnmiiwf » 

idiere tiie mmb ediebrated DoclcHr Zadiaiiidi 
J^cki|^ iiad, some y^etifl beferei^ beeai ^ffoiBUii 
hdpev and Md^eMor* Fw Aa B^vii^ead Deeler 
]>asadefd iiw a t0«ii4ised€lfrgyniai^ 

ot^t, badt! of e^Hmdf siete ^uHeri mffkMv^ wd 
less waimth of heart, than is usuaBy fovnd Bmmg 

.' Infatf adUNi0hewapHlqr^«pd^^T«^i^ 
aiinrtftiitilwjwitiiiaaa aa apoii^ iiiipi^ii^ 
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vifldom. He preferred the formal dinners of the 
heritors, to the sick-beds of the lowlier members of 
his flodc. This was natural ; but he also studied^ 
it was alleged, a Ktde too earnestly, the adTance^ 
nient of his interests in this woitd ; and it was un^ 
derstood that he had only accepted the core of 
the parish, in the hope, and under the promise, of 
one more suited to his habits. He took no paiac 
to ingratiate hiine^ wiih his parish imcrs " h e 
knew few of them by name, and they seldom trM- 
Ued him with their litde cares wdA anxielieB, the 
tempering of whidi, by adviee and consol»tmi, is 
pethafis the best, as it i^ the most amiaidev of all 
a pasterns duties. His deportment and manners 
were, howetrefj spotless and irrqNNiachable ; and 
the hsMtual respect with which the Seottish pes- 
santry regard their ministers, secvEMd faim aB^lhe 
extemal^deference that is conmionly ^^id by the 
pee]^e, to a eharaeter which reli^on, tiadilfaii^ 
and pabielinn,' have hallowed te» the nsitimal aflbd 
lions. . . . f . 1 

To a being eonstituted witfi liie. peculiar, hm 
mours <3( eur hero^ sudi a man as Deetev Doea* 
deal coiiM notAil to ftppear in themost iHifii^reiii^ 



PatBPAKATlONS. €i 

iM^figliti The irk)Ie of Ae ftmed and set-up 
iMonera irUeii^ the Doctor lud assmiied, as pavti- 
indiiiy diga^ed, were duagftMUe to Andreir^ 
and his shiiewdiiemi deteeted^ faeaeathdie sdcnui 
Afsk dim <x»i0eqiiettdality, a dbaracter idnch, 
iHi aceaunl; of ita awn end^wmtnta and merits, was 
na% enttlied to no estraordiiiaiy respect. !»• 
alead) therdbce, of beiiig impEessed wkfa those 
sfltttuaants of mwe and admiiaMn^ wUdi tlieDo>o» 
twioonstontiy, on all oceasHms, end^vouired to in- 
spire^ $soi wUioh, ftem s few of the pttrkhioners, 
he ecxtnnljr sometiiaes oblamed, Andrew was iii 
lheprasialae^;eiren before he went to Jchn GkddX 
af aoadnitg his poeipoiHtjr, and this meveisiit dis^ 
pQKtion WW aene weajcaned 4t the tima^w^en the 
ppaqNiMafMis weie maldng for his* difmrtiiM ^ 
Idombn. BKs igra&dmotheiv hewever, deemed it 
seeeaaasy that he. should paj the Doeler & ftnnal 
imityfmDT to his dqparture^ m cndar to reeehne 
his advioe^ aceotdwg to e good old eostom that 
had prevailed from time immemorial, and whadi 
wH em bi| praserved, wiiOe the inaeicoiirse be- 
^een the^muiiater a&d his parishieneiB is main^ 
tajaed eit tine ehriatiaii and preabyterian prind. 
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foot- 

]>Iezioii .^ Uu finluieei, - the dfeot ^ faaUtuol^ «I|l 

llMMMr liii&Binidi^rcmid dbim iir;tlid Keel,*, hmsiedfr 
0l^th^lw«Mlr:dktjr, «rf 2iii^¥Me^ipp«u9MMe bat 
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* Andgev, m:imtmbg tik^ Horn^ m&e k^mh 
wMk hig head for a homy and fto^d. fiir aboiii « 
laiiPffeeMdiii^ UftJbl A liigrli^iid^ wd lookiBg 
jKmad the walb iisd teiriirds the^ ^SStig^ iUMtuig n 
9ii^meiitig7{;iltfdli t9i9ivd9 Ae B^ctor, i4(o, to»* 
Ml.Ujr'U9 eiiflriafce^a«eiiitd l^wtii^lu^qpeetiiilieii 
rf-flopie- ^imwuwfiiiliott ; twejag^ htmemr, tlMMt 
jAoiiteir Waft not indisicd txr ^pcaky - ib& Doetav 
«ril4 ^< W<^ Andreiryirhii ta yjnxr taagmiafli^istii 
mef* ' 

<^ My granme seiA me to lett yim, dr, that I'm 
giuiH to Lonon, to leant the law there,^^— was the 
M^/uttaied^at, Imt not to» die Dooti^ rfor by 
tfaiii tiine his eyes had aiettied on the dal-plate of 
afaeisSttsMa^i watch^ irhiA faniig efvtt the mantk 
piece.- " 

^ .Aiid when do y on go i^ hiquired the DtK^oK 
^ ^^cAj 800& as my geamde can^get my Ul pads a' 
dodB ¥eady5^ said Andrew, in the same earelee^ 
and'awkward maimer. The Ztaotov then refoes^ 
edidm to at down, and Andrew seall?d hinwrif 
en die dw BeacK^st the deor, 

« 

^ I hope,^ said the mimster, *< yioa will do yomr 
faidMTOiur to give sstjuff aetbn tx> yoiir ^n^byeK."*^ 
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*' An I dinnft do that, what wffl come o^^ me ?^ 
mm the answer. 

** Yon must study to acquire respectful man* 
liers, and to behave properly towards your superi- 
ors.^ Andrew made no reply to this, but raising his 
crjres, which, on taking his seat, he had cast down- 
wild, he looked'foT a mDment at the Doctor, who 
iMitinued^ ^^ Eor you must have often fa'etfrd itre- 
mariced, that a num-s manners commonly make hil 
fortune.'*' 

" Atweel I'should keri that,'* said- Andrew, in 
the most indifferent manner-^" for it was aiye the 
first cojyy-line that the maister set, when he put 
us in sma'' write.*" 

The Doctor's countenance was a little troubled 
by this reply, not only on account of the words, 
but the manner in which it was saifi* and here- 
«amed with an accent somewhat approaching to 
severity. 

** I have heard that you have good fiiends to 
take you by the hand iii LoMon, and it is weH 
you are so fortunate ; for I doubt, young man, 
you'Will need all thdr assistance.*^ ' 

The cheeks of Andrew flushed for a m<n(i^t at 



dpis. abiserTj^tu^ and. he ig^ difirfed a gianee 
firom under his hroirs towards the Doctor^ irkm 
cc^ituiued sp^akui^gy his voice gradually tiiong in« 
to the. ton^ of a lecture. . 
, '^ Hitherto you have he^i hut on the. tbtesbdd 
oC ^e^ ^(Hrld^ and you hate ei;pe9Wioed none 4)C 
its ^^ti$cult9es^ y^u, will HSlidno^ that maitHad' 
are» in.geneiEaly ati unfiiendly race^ aiid diat in: 
Lnidon tlv^ t^re .yery ^ffeis^t fir^m ywx' xmAe 
{ziends here in Stoneyhol^d* There the m^ifstm^ 
fill look proudly down on the poor^ bestriding the 
path, to prevent new ci^ididates fipni: shwi^^with 
them the vantage ground of fortut^."^ 

^^ Gin they^U no let me bye, I mauu:^ to nml 
tlirou^ imeatih their lei^B,'^ sfiid Audrw^ »kler^ 
rupting the oration with a sfy indj^eremiy^ ?whick 
effectually disconcerted the reveflsnd Doptor, wUo, . 
taking up the book from the tab]j?, siud« in a tone! 
equivalent to a dismissal, ^^ I wish ymk^ ywig, 
man, all manner of success, and th^ tb^ hltmsat 
G^ Heaven may prosper^ yom? undeir|aki>>gisu'^ < > 

I. 

<^ Tm very niickle obliged to y(>u,^ relied; Ai»:> 
drew> drily,' «nd 0£(»^ tl^e 4<Kff «t:;the paise 
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M«rth% when Andrew weift hcfme ^ IHtfl^ '^ncffieBjr: 

innedin dw^feftia* LoBdim^ Bu^kr fhttti-myieH 
iiir be would Wg^i^ me trow^ ttantrthiE^ 1^IIoMq» 
«R.dttiiJi6pd to dk&the Itteo^imyiHsrd-heii^liNM^ 
liMBlifd< ttpan w^wheii 4cf6tt Fo()r fr^^tKftt^^ I^r^iur 

ipeoj^at'Sloiieflholsi) he CHfeem^; as^l^ pmddrOf 
Ida >ddt»|iAya^^beiw neir, 'to -attach^ Mmsdf inore 
aatd;«MeK^«» ^'^tfeiia^ imd goodie of 

tibe villAge, and to enjoy their peculiarities with: 
4 keener reUsb than e?«% His litde attentions, 
iautlda MBpect^ gai^ a degree of eclat to ihe ^e^^ 
qf his TetfiOTal) whieh coddhardly have beener^ 
jgfMgd to atteaad^he^traiisit of one so young, and* 
so slendttrly'iiomieeted in the parish. On^the^ 
e^WBifig immediHtely before he set .out't>n lis 
jottmey, a nufisber of ihe fiomer lads, who^ had 
been at the master^s school with him, came in to 



Ike dBKAan to liid Um fioewdl, attd a litde dattee 
w«8, in consequeBc^ struck up bl SniUAdeKs Cluip. 
|jii'9 public. WiA t&e fikn^netB and the go0d^ 
hiUttour <tf llie {Mnrtg^^ he was evidently mudi de- 
liglited; bat an old maa, who faappaied to look 
til iq^ the ple^y^sai^ ^^^ that Whedie took it a^ 
f9»m^ .o£ fiOide degree i"^— a remark which waem& 
tirwflBda raeB^abeflHi^'^aiiKlBaD the credit of .4xe 
'mfS>uio>m dbeotv^, iBod wMcfa, although theie 
iMiiiU^ hib iB^TiCL noipaMistihizi ^httigecis ^daditiir^a 
#citttBu«Hiif wodd Jhnpi^ jAat* hie iftte:lu«ieci£lM 
Ua^ IfAmsgiag^ tba.«uwi«hito: ae ^mrjimMd 
afi(EMiiM«-*'^it^i8.|'e»^ 4nK0ecr^rie 

littgkiMkha fii^^«^^ ibaimiBiaikABiwBkig^ 
4la^«^ear!$p>^tteiai«^ :^ 
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CHAPTER X. 



DEPABTIIIIIE. 



: Ik ihe iimiuBg en whkii.oiir hem w«s to bid 
a long adieu lo las nathre vflla^ he wm 9m$ki^ 
and 8tinii^ indi. the lark. It wiM the ^e fi£ 

The floiobe imie from l»s giaadmoth^'ail^bpalMgr: 

iir atndf^t as « oaknoaai, aad atoed over 4t lilcea 

high-qxreadiiig tree, long heEvse the symptoms of 

homemSery appeared in any oiher cptti^e in the: 

hamlet ; fear the Glasgow cani^ was to pass at 

sunrise, and Andzew was requested to be^in im- 

diness by that time to go with hinu When the- 

carrier stojqped to call him, he came instteMiy otit 

alone, with his box on his shouUer, and the deqr^ 

was immediatdly ebsed behind ; no one saw Mar^ 

tha till long after he was out of sight. The ma»« 

8 



ter> who mui aludtti t& ^nvoy him a pairt on hit 
way, was the &nie wW tinted her, «ad he found 
ImAtdsig witli ^JHtile^m httplmee, it&p^hap 
(q^eetadea: iheireirare^^^bDpB ifti the page, wfaidi 
lAc^frad iiiai htfi idiiiiiaed ^ne glasses. 
'. 1ft' g^ii^ alM^ the^MM^ sev^l ef the fandi 
«itb ivteM ^d^nArew hid^^t the preee&ig eireii^ 
16^ w^' steaiKB^ fM^^ and of dtf kaas wUohi 
ll4 t«:tiy |taiBfi£;i^ii^^ hmAaa aa 

pi(yQ^ijii^5 1^ fllMMfelMida iviA 

aw ^^^ltete ' ^ the-^^^ifti <rihleii 'eaMinecl dl hia 
adMl^iyMai 4t]# mm)io4 tike-'liMi: of ^ a linf 
gtM^afd^^^wlttite, the M^^^Mn^g^ bdnid tba 
li^< fmsiSfltMsAy'wA tka tPeods tttd SMuM the 
em^^MH, fl^ MiM^^&ttii the ttaiw. At this 
s^iMT ^ yenmg ad¥^^iftt#«r j^Mued^ aad^ ledked 
MKft ;^^-^ fteft^thmiftt <^ evfl^^fteieast his hofea 
ar^t^'tsaeiiept; hi|t a nukbesr >o£ gqrraxid:dieeiw 
M i a i a>li is < im a;qidaaeeJ the iBottie^ laimj mbbA 
liPiaidutb -dteiwrnin^ ^/ It^s ji hBdwsenier place 
yttr^ itai ite ^nhiag ii hMybe m wBte/fasfiice 
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VU mfi m bowy «n99»: mA 9»m:}9§mf m ifai 
«a«i)i Md: ]m4ft 0^ ^ 'Cfa^mdi^ . . 

1 .iVfiiefr Ibis, he ooAtmii^'W^fftkibeii^f Ai^cM 
lieii&r flame time^ 9]mi^ ;Tiid^ j|iAeQd^>t»^iiki0 
18 ranembecod of th# Ttetmxd&f t£f]miMB»fM 

tttegQir, not ^iic^ Imself.i^fKN^ lUttg 

li^ipa^eci, ^ die Hi|^ Cl»«*^ .«2iiip]Mif^ 

b^ipt laad*-TfHe hid op^^^pwlr. o'^diifk-yfHr ffOp 

thdiigh:it im a dsy tint id0gse( j^F: piAtipg 5q| 
flair ^oDguas cmty and hk xm^ im fittiiL^ mitlfSi 
taa considafaUe iaecease baiiihnbi ius(balfc Ml 

the gudewife bade And»w idt in and partaki) b«t 



tUmg^^imi Mr »ai»:|ililfla> muixttvm dfary mhm 

ftittpp«iifi§ ecA «aA4)Mt brMV ^fiftuUUMiilai* 

it<^i<pkqipiii#idiiliiii^t9^ Mmtno^'tba-MVi 
iM^Mirev^iiiiMa iMMMioii^ ^ limt jre fiacbawai^ 

y wi ii j cA dto^|4wt»d<«rtd>^i^e4ic>k(^><d^ tame «A 
h^r jdly and marmolely «ciKfr<$ttg t^die ukrioM 
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vmta» diK^k*eMuer wT.teeih orrdAV on ^ dwh 
tJMi^*ii<-^ Ye seem to like ^t laoAaWn^nA^A^ 
drew,' mA Ae.ra^tmsH^^ Alued^^ qoo" Jiei ' kl9 
:6I^M to tak,' tad wiVdurt; lie anti»inirto^^.i^^ 
-•«»* «t ;k'wi- tke gre»te$l. iodiulrii^ ; } mukyitm^ 
vas satisfied, he jset back his chw, i^iiijte^k;^ 
cba]iila4ug9 in afcee^ Mss M^VJK^l^l^r.llieVmi^^ 
nMkraCr a^pr^F^ elderiy :ir^mwii, cdMoierer £m 
0O(; i^ ,ts]l iikoit^ttiie <^d6dc> vhin^'heihSaei^ttd 
]]£di^ one .of the.caniHes,:6ai^ ^.:M]8taQte\^£iedi 
A% FE aw to Biy. bed:; &»: I Ji^HSi,]ir up jto^ 
ikerEdUpbu]^ .earner Jdie lE^nefi siewog Jqi^ 
flmgh.^' di^-^Whar sm I to aidOeS^^T-l^lM^ghl 
stie wonhl ha^e al deet:«t lt&«^S«it irluai A* iaaa 
look him wi' aiiother .fight |;o ihe i^aMmger'siatwii^ 
Mt Fieudfi, ifaat wm o' thejoenqpiMqrt ^.Aecpt^ 
obsexrant man, said, ^ Yon hid^s no ^to b^^faopghS^ 
a*^I{e']l\hs8ni .mair hatrat vbelj^i8» ; ^^MJd if -he 
pmsne&.hia ain end vfi' hiomQly^i/aSodiaeuIklle Jar 
ib&i ave o^ Ae worid aa.ho aeemi: toifiad^at^gfPK 
teii» Jhe'll iM^^ ^ Ifsnldoii, wr7<fii9[.elher pfave§| 
mbtpma bialot may be ca^""*": . 
ii JBy tbttiuseeimty^ii w<ndd«ealfyjedMhat J|Mi» 



iwiin bib misee; Mid pmbbecl a sensiifcitm^ ^td 
ht ^Amgovt. It was omaialy, htp^ei, n^t smit 
at would :luTe^ lied, any ofie to sruppdw ke'irmli 
evter Beoome a farotmte witb die ^leganV^aad^ 

^' On tlie'fl^ivi&g m(mikig, as he said fc&fi[«^ 
% ^ tile -fifaribgh o^ diy,'^ he was mdimted witlf 
fab ^ pack of aods'' cm the top of bB^ oiP the 'Edib^ 
|yi]zgh'^C8rts;'8i]idiii due thhe, in ^e afltei^i»M^| 
teached Linlithgow, where* i!iecanterftsto|»p^ 
^ lithgow'lbr wc&y and' Glasgow ftNr beUs^^ is 
a aayi^ diat^iaw^iM^faoaibGyB in Sco^bmd have 
Mt "hewrdt; and Andrew was deeply versed ill 
liMKe honodrribfe taeadttions which e^alt the aIEb^ 
tiionrof Scot&Bh patriotisim so highly^ 'that, even 
with Ae «|iaes«f manhood, the Scotchman is rate^ 
ly to be found, who, widi aB diat laravei and ex- 
p^enee^teach' to the cbntnay^ wiD not ccmtcbd 
fyr the superiority of the national monuments of 
Bis rmdre laU*-^ say nothing whatever of the 
superior excellence of her institutions. ' In Ani 
Aew ^doB -paslfadi^ wi|a de^ly itn|ir«ls6ed ; and, 
trith wingled! s^tiiieieiit$ of adtidflition and soi^ 
fow^, he'icontenvplated Ai rtim of !the royal pa^ 
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liee>.fmdiiupocl)efl ihfldik^ufetad'lQiiiitBdm'^^ 
gMTt tise talfce thjlae qaoted;^ . LudtchgiMrf m 
il8 day> was the VeesailfaB of Scotland^ mi tks 
Cftur^ whMi xesiibd tdiere pn» toetthe B«ftrBn» 
tion, was justly esteemed at the time one o£'l3iB 
g9y€N»t' in l&aropei Hwlyrood^snd'giaaiiiji sliiia 
]lMef(%m&id m An ^r^iidioetfeCiibe'CCftimiy^ 
1^ tales' of divrk ositfiafacies, «mI bcU^ad^cot 
tMve9; bttt tbe-'toHirtesiM oS clindiy'anctiMBig 
ipe ftasodmoArwitii Eis^Kiiifoin 

YfiOi idldww wiH^ hOTeru% Kxarid v<iKr[skir« 
0f 1^0 Bflao^ nt eM wmsaa, idto Jiappcbfi^aift 
tbe tHttr'to^ lie ^^Mii^vvifir a huge rUijvjflndi^i 
«Met tieO^^tp H^ dai#i«.iii'J^^^ Mdj 

f^ Jiefy lad, wmiM jwvriikeitersee ihr^iittF. Md 
ihfi JSiagB ■bar?'' TUs^ftt^i knplatkiii dw 
Attdxew WIS nobtlMi iiria hi»apnv«ir;v0rit^;: Imi 
htSmt vaMgaig hfamdf^ fas iiu|uiz8d idiat di9 
'sigbt would coat 

<^ Ye maun gie tt» tw^enDo, Fae wamnt^'^ 
said the w.emUQk 

'' 'PiMd Q^luekyr rq^ed ittidrew ; ^ fbeb 
aiPdtMir;«Uli^air^«ojB9i|Niitii^ I^lLgte^MtMl 
9e«iii«% gW y^)ih0 1# tab il» a&d ye had^b^ 
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d^; for Fm gaim oat o' the kintra, and ye'U hae 
nae chance to get either pladc or bawbee frae me 
rfyour dnys,^ 

After^ some altercation Andrew was admitted, 
and sat himself in the y&j seat: where the gal- 
lant and trnfiyHUfMeJitlfes (Xf^t^dden-fieM used 
to hear mass ; and he saw also^ with as dncere a 
fti& in the troth g£ the ^Mqr as any boy of hia 
'$gp dbi in the age whte it happened, the chapek 
iUm «heie Abb af^^aAidvof St Anistt^ wafjoled 
ifm^XimB bmm ^ai$t md. etku^mgi^ w1m& di^ 
Maik»MSmtSm^ihkweii0tfn ceased te d^hna^ 

immj ^xi m Mk^ mitirnKj by a beauliM.idcbe#. 
•fjr,t ittr mnisoty M»f natiMai dUsgraee aosl mtsIM 
t«me»iiitb'iM(fteBof ndlwmLpr^ that iendrto 
idtCt^tttfoiAeeneigiesofpattiottn ^ 
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^andeur at Lsilidigaw^liad/ibip^^ ins.^tei^ 
veire gveady sugmettl^d, iriMb^ a^jHi ettfy-lHiit' 

above tlie xrateftiKat'fleMlodtrfniKdite is^^ balCNr 
Bat iiustead ofvittdUging hk'ecixilMkgr i«)ita her 
iMdied the cintia^; qiiwter^, Im iioiiiedsiitefy caa^i 
gaged a ptnter to earrj ioer linx^ ani ti^ efldwferibt. 
him to LeiUi, where he was tjwt day to emharb in 
a London trader; Fortunately iite voroel was net 
to sail tQl the evenings wad tUsattowed him eere* 
ral hours to inspect the curiositgies of the <i(y« The 
porter who had carried his tnmk^ ontmd«nt«^td'» 
ing hk intention, offisred hm sernees^ but tbey 
were decUnedi and for tw<^ reasoea, tjie principal 



s»)amu»i« > Si 



lU8 .pus ;jRad the other, becttise lie ms a hi(^ 
bpda^ny. that thmi^ht Macaftma :More a.^^tnim 
ma> than Ncbochadnewair^ 

dianicler^U & ]i9^.pi«ibaUa^Br this opbuoti^ for 

by i^&mm d» HidJander^a guidance ; .hui;.iii.vi^ 
atiBg thoidiffiaKeiit parta of the Old Tc^ the €a» 
t|K)pi!ff4J^|poiMJ^ Wfm^ii/amiWm^i^^ 

99^. md^ F4tji?hi»gh faoya aisetotJ^ iiNcUn^ 
lA xoiis^bifif thasL dbair iCOAtomi^oEaxiel el^ewbane^ 

Strict: adlM^eiiGe to truth, or 1^ u^^ tiep^T.Ql^ia^ 
^igfKtPjSathii%w<theT%l^ HoieBY^^llftneTerthe. 

J^,t^;^MdU>^ryJw^ #|aQhe4:iaB3f N^rti.. 
«^ l^,8iid^ haviiig «f#pi|ed Ipif^ III tliat reqpec^ 
hft#»4db*i. «>|»rfeuis^»t^r iftod i' ^^IJI,^ by 

ii|yM» Jia ItNh f^cd i4aiiey, mltifia^ for h^. i^t^ 
i||pi^flu»^ a»)i!s.watt(^ alp^^ , : , ,.; ., . 

he i^uld gp baC^.a|piJQi:j4^iM^> he j»^ tw» la^ 



Maiy CuTiTiinghain, apd«g»:d64iwff^miiiliMrrf 
the; bosnfimpsfilHMil wiete aWMa^igt^iwyhoteii. 

Andvcnv; lor ait jifMMa^Mai-i^f^ '^hf ed 
•ddhsMfd fenp a bit^'aa fiiaa: wuL finitkandbit i bya 

wami^^ I^aifr ftaa^ thejStoaaylMt&i W Gteiggofir 
mi Jdhttfif €<»iteiit» ^ehrty ami mgti&lmp^'ml A^ 

But to this Mary visidd^xk^Skmi^effyi^a^ 
12^ ^^ 'Wtat^ar«^^^c^^4o^99bA»igll ^i^i^ 

*^ To Laadon, WbeeBe4'' exclaimed M^ry idth 



aBTITBirBGH.' %ft 

BO ye haena made your fortune at YSimiaumB^^T^ 
ABABlii<^UWi^ ttdr k)dkea lib teply. 

Wftte feeie^tfflidfe thy pattcH ; Mitty knglmy 
g<il5f^«Aiifag<>y,yfea$rffAJ ilttq ph My» indvtd tlnS 

iWtflc«(l iStmx tim^ j^Me^ be pMttlBd, aoad kvofe 
^iMKSc-; ]ll![ai:y^ irt'lie^Mli^ tfamr, 490 IdcA»d te-. 
h&itfy ^^ ge^ii^ lijift, lM«eiI Ker Htod wa^gqr 
aM'trimnp6aHt nieftffic^. 

Andi'eif, a^tfou^h' sfraHgely ail^tod by the 
fliglit (^the toweriBg Ulyf&at Masyhad grown, atti 
ofetfc or ne by hei^ sprigMiiiifti^, wacT ddt^Med' ad: 
lA^ viVid'reeo&eeiSfitt w1j1(e4i 8^ Bi^diiMSdr to i««m' 
di^lJie pry^Spd m(ftid^ an 

slassie, was assodifeeel in fete reooQ^M; It did 
net ap{)eff^ to h^ tbat her bMi^rw^S^^enitiittiesrelc^ 
with any scorn ; onf^^A^ contrary, ithftda fliveof 
dfkindtiess^in % whfi^h a youttt^seYent^ (5<cndd 
n«^bat enjoy with someAShg affiled to hope and 
(Seabore; With a bw)yant%oi$6cn, ^ ti light 8t% 
he^i^€ia%i6^w)^ ifome£at(s 
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of dflartiiqr* 

Ukemit gg Jhe pMiiwgf f n»iw was todnMiMly 
afflieted nith.vlfeti^ JJmi»tVm^ oittr '^ di&i|ii^ 
.V0W Bmribeatiflii,? tilit*b&4»iilcl naitaiie^na il^ ;: 
bit alfll iliare vaa BtaMidHi^ ao^ua^ IB the 1^^ 
Iter in ▼faidi he.horejHa flvrflmr^, l^iatil at once 
aaiiiieda»dintnB9t6dfak£Al0w^pa8i^ Tli^ 
Mm, hf huL apfmaon^rtiiat he Yaa^fiidy |i riae^ 
qaimtr; boy ; biii dteadl^weiii^ trid^ 
oed in the Jaileryals of the^paladyy shairod iba^g 
thou^ clad in^ hodden^grayt ho waa. npi aaiipely 
Iliads of rvurti^ aNff.' Hf^}K>woiw« took: no part 
is.thooMYacMljjiaii j^ jmdtb^Cfa]iiMrdP.hi« beards 
Hens aaad sagM^ vas ahMy fooaedfioia Ub kpki(^ 
apd j^e aaanliariii-vJMidi horaat'abo«( hia Ufdch 
oSicQtt aadic^^bf atCc^iMa^viitian on ^ 
urbkh was e«ea^|lQigly ^.hiird ; ^^ i^s. vex; good,^"* 

: Chi; Ao dfy Jit^ r«$^^ Thamogy hk 

* 

sii^aaaliiiAflP aw^h 4d9ti^^ 
tor into dit huaaovura q£ Us (»;iQ{iain9ps^ and^an^ 
<q;|Kn;ti^t^ ^Dd^mgrto'dieH dio is-- 

repressible drollery of hia character 



]Mlfat:^4ldiiBHL«' kni jiU^- h^ tor ooiid)iiiMMl'kiMnifi[ 
tf^g ii»lo the £Nlh^oCiihfti|ivl^ila^^ 

^ribji^JMflnrk- '.-? -. u "^ ;A .-. '"' '--^ 

lyxmiA A» ltfMV4«i I .ionm ten jm W; 
%i^/Sm:yttir:dmMDml8Qb99(iii| jnr ftfiifite ink 

/ l?he«^49iM^bN)kdiit^hM^ 



I J— unit d ywr twrim ■iihiiiigiii itcriM^ ikl«^t 
uw i ughiyt ond iliiingii i gM i hiti ii cJ i iM frhrou lft u ii fc g iif 

M: dMMir/ bo^ Ml MTU aiJhJianiwt. rf wimy 
imght be the issue. At last, the student^oobfc&jflia^ 
ahli Uf'sMtma hm a^ tfareat«Boied tid Aif An* 
dpgpr e»itM Biy><i,iyhwi m ro irtifehgs^/wJMh^Aeiii^ 
paf (M^ioMdHtenk, lre{iM^-^^ Y^ hftd bec^^ 
«iyrA«M>ii^ giar ye^ttJlM bm^ fiir «liftt Ffers^f^ 
agpSlirfvr ye pfD^ratbeferetto Loide (hftt^yMV^^ 
no a taiBr ;i aat iamxnws if te%e isa» ibmyfii^ 
WBof 4|fl»bNft^ lDfih(<toto t» Ae pveiitti* ompa&y, 
ifie»wtlidjffap«tff9enMm Bteiwriiir 

yao^teit^imEkif tte huC o' CM has Bd«tiiy<w 
wi*^ shanks like ellwands, and sma^ fingers to podl^ 
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T)ie sliMfeiit, under Im ibppery, was not desli. 
ttfle tf aeiiie^ and by tlw Htdedeflciiptive toudbes 
SI ilm hfit senteooevSHqpeatiBg tbat Andrew ii»t 
nM iii% «e»o«i8j ^idiaYwared to torn the taUes. 
Bot oiar boo wm mefe^wa his mattii irt faantor ; 
and befeie the 'M^<#tdi^ ^Mjr^ had so nised 
hiiDSslf in the opinioii of his fi^iofw^passei^^, 
that thejr were univsMai^^rf opinioB be waaeai^ 
<nikted to make Mi way in London with grM 
a9oo«s^ivci#a^.ci|iliriiilU •rinind'ii«f^':ind 
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doeted to tlie.kinw^^«f:^9eMaii» Mi«4^flP^ 
wkere haiviiig receive a note to Mr Vcifaun, die. 
MiKckor, nitk wlioia hut kosbond .k»d piafidMi . 
Um a dtiiatiiNEi, lie neat immediatdy to delmr 
it. It Was ratber adiwntiqKHia ftr iNie so fiesk 
from the ooontty to attempt^ on the first day, to 
find hk iray in London, with only ^^ agnde Sootdi 
tongue'^ finr has guardian geni; the conoayicttpc 
was what mif^t have been aBtkqiatsd. He lost, 
his way, and w&A wandoring :tfaro«{^ tike bdbj* : 
rinth of streets m Mary4e-bene, see^eingras.ilk 
were, an outlet ; his heart ahnost periahing widHKi 
hizn. In this diloBMBa^ however, he met wiA a 



.J 



8» 



liidy f^iil « year faefim, Mom taken kta' U» 
UBde^s (»iuijfali|^jbmae in die €ily> an^ 
to be in^idiat part, of the town on biniiilsa^.dlejr 
aqdde^tally'met.. -TJie.joy of tUaeMmmter'iraa 
eawMvo-rdi; TeB0«)ed.A|i#r6W'liM^ ; . 

Cliadaa was ipNuni.a |pfiy andielelpmt]^^^^ 
yfi|th^ dseaqr aii4 «iadiibDl^« tojfiippaiy, fir Jw 
UBcie waa Mb ewd a irtMriii1gq»t 'i» hi w »itiit a itg i CT « 
fiBik;< bitJbe ini fitiBtlrt^iairtifiiTir "iiirtawilii^iMil 

wffa[irbeai««4 lad^ eUiaa 

iitqffiwacanoe og charaaler tcaddbejaare attaong 

tlifia^ipfaa* iktm tvf adi^ a li fcH wifpiaaaiM^ 
sho^ liaads'witk Aodreww asd wdeomed lite ai' 






aii^4|^,hin)^ lib, 9ff^ iipb»a>iii»i.,ig; Mte^ft 

u«dar. the fflqaijHigiigiowB ^^ i#C/^ ^ koal 

iiMi» lor lioursy tUl I baUere my bead's no right. 
OdTarieertfTl-iraaiia iwjy to 11$ doim MTlSe^f 
bad it no been fo; jbtfane^^ 



rMdfti noj^ inAi langbl^r it tfa^ tissebifiti^ 

Mary <3oin i« » e(y^ lA.-'^^^'Mk-vTMKr^Ief 
flMBj^t I hid ^1^ hf tt^fet-^Nt, di^ deiisenied 
aft I iuwrtMH^ I<'^inr'iiM«i^ftf 1^ Id tti^s^ iAl 

toadi i^Miiftii ! CbttM^r (^^^ IlSftMBiid4' snifr 
otfkrf ; «Bd*y^ ten I li^ve» kii lOil^^g^ki:^ for gcufr 
fOibr iik# yML &u^ 3r<9«iiaiitli hlyfr ^ew tub -dft^ 

queer school-fellow, did not much relish the idei <&f 
iiuttfa^irM w AAgOSu^ figtfre id ^ i^^^et»; ac- 
inrd^^l;, wtett AMfy iKM«e ft!M? BfWd/ Hi? 

flitted « MMh ; bift, tli^ viq^g iki^ MffieUr 
MUb ^*No#,«Mr'@tilifli^ yd«^ to foi><lr iP/ 
FK Ml)e » nl^ iKi^HHee i ftr PUiie lidd%d(yiv^ 
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lie ^Ni»>mt(dl£fltf)lf 4^1^ iiiHi ii« bfti^ 

ly out, and 8%ping ito^itt jnla^ AiP4£^ 

'dM im890t:fi»id)n4 and k If^fipi^lmlifiiffMidr 
film lie Iiiid:ii&fli4ied 4«draiR*td afighb > 
r'g!liareirtt&ac4i(eifc^ 



ciLaEKrjpx. XII. 

'm ike nwuittr m -whkti tliift^:aiifW€ir:iriar. given; 
that encowntged the eoachman to enforce his .d6» 
Ittild.m^i^ :fefi|(d»fel]f> .' ' 

. ^ I teft y#«^ BMft^ ibat it'« no jn^ ye^re to iq[^ 
tfl^^What the deevil, if a firien^ hire a chaise, Uitid 
f^ ifte a "burl, apt I to' pay the hire ?— I neVer 
hmi o' sic e3it$y^ii**-g6 a^^i^^.wi! you, m«i.'' ' ; 
. iTdiu had tome i^eKi^ of huaitnir hinuielf, and 
H/tjf^ atiU fiffther wtth the a^^^hensions of our 
lioao^ aajoDg, he di^oiikt p4y fer'hxs fHendy aail 
flltilir^ aftevwiods ivith him. / ^ 

^^ J£n ill gettbg a faredc aff a H^^amnaiH^ 
Offtr^avl^faigs fime iKat Jealdggit: ifamaga^ 
Cbalie PienMiy who had ne'er a doit ifiat cBdim 
horn n hoile in his poucb' !-^I kern Um oV weel, 
to let his' score gang tb my ]»wki.^^^No, my \sA; 
iCn. oino u«D^to az^l haxg^lvi! iae^. I^.nabe 
boir wowH out of my ahilMngs <my 1»^ ! and as^I 
fuid before, ye jpamm jmt gaiq; ydiirt ways, for 
soot nor lot irill ¥pBipf0fiiidoi ibk Vkk =6^ jinx; if I 
Aould l)e daioB^B fM^i> mChich is amiciOe wonl'ifor 
liie :ta:iay ;'' a^dirith &A Im* walked briddy up; 
the steps that led to Mir V^tteqii^ chambers f 
whfe thecdachnum motnted hjg boK^nmiing'with 
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aj^at; itf Jbi£te9riiftdrw 
: Mr YidKw w4»jaii4diU^ acftite) .Md wtellligeiil 
llHm^oC bosmes^ m>l|ie{p»meo(ii£^ active, gim^^ 
tteanud^^^^and^dec^^^; Tte tnement that^lie east 
bk.^e;^^our hero^ lie pesreeived Ii^ ymmm^^ 

Mffmmc^' Hia kiowl^dge of the world liad iii« 
^^^nghtlmd, tbat, m t^ 11^ seeMAir^jMiit 
W|9miui;dap#lnHemta<tf ilfi?lrjg^anicter# 

are. of ll]£ most inyaluaUe desd^^k^n^ aacT^ar 
^MwequcBc^ mueli to.tiie amaMiaMt^rf seretal 

tuouft glances aside on liieustri]igetf,^as Aqr ^e9 
AeJKi:iu«dde ^piHa»' he Mcuv^i laUi^itiiii ittmilAid 
eefnpUa%r../.. . .) . . . -* .'.iro") -:: f.. ■'. 

e..:^l am tery. ^«d you kA¥e eotti^- Had^Mr 
\(elb]i^:'Vlarik IS ium^^^^ tiinM, i^dTl'^adMyf 
Qoi ^u :iiin aocmi:!!^ ^^ 

.r^^ III nor £n^ in. the eiidfiavo«ir»^ «e^liddku 
dz^its . .^^ 'lmt;if I diwia at ftrst oottie^t^ to year 
eqpectatio»/i ye maua. Just bear m¥ si^'ititt ^ taj^ 
'^-Kflooidit'Jil.dieivaA:'* : . : -.^ .i^ ^v:>/ * 
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; 'f 3(cfih«0l%^i«ittefied iritU ymxt boHivxmt^ fwl 
you iQi^ i^lr tdb. yoior {dam. at ifiir deik.?^ 

tj^^sl^ % lii^ by kMto^ oLysd in caainfptatm 
K^^IfiHy'^ t^ I mifW beA ^aifter dbe.tttipaob 
if 3!^ ^a^ Wferp 4«rfc rjl W iri? y»u^ iiowu 

H^^l^lit^ 9«ti(^M;^<«y nie^iAniii Jieliadl^ ^h^ 
W4 SfVbq^ iiA(pB»0biidy abo lay Aq JBtde espik 

flfi^ tl^^ y wc aade d fybiL coi^flsnoe tD^tlMr hmiac^ 
off %]M^^ QiA^ whom 1\^ Ipdej Jifld nMOBF 

IlrMfPitilwilfli ia »:eiaatt CQBTii, off wcuif iJ» 
fltareeto, in the yicinity of Red Lion Squam^ and 
ig.fh{^leiaattia«i ef all ttaapipcnfanoe, jufttteft tbe 
ffeWMMl^ irhi9li.he hadnrecdcved 4if the landlady^ 

In con$aq«f9ice of eoniing ^fitom Mvs if^sayr 
4fll4i!t^ wta ^lumxt the iirst^obr; butwlieh'in- 
tffm^: dial the tent iras » gvanea. a^w^ek, ha^ 
imi^d^nft Jii^ ayfs> and 'gaqiedias ifa loadinia 
on hig heart At last he.irBs^cnaMtfd' ta azidinu 
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l4te> '' Ye^lb hut i(]^0r» «>fMirr md Mag 

vie juiM :QOt YttdfarU^ W^WsibtJib^MtmUiiii 
U&JiouadboidisisriysifQntiiito w^ir0:s1ia1L thOTffeiiii 

diMigb JMidx^^ tb^Ui^ Mia 'C«nndii^«1f jd^rciid. 
mrirfml :?atib hrt ttdedbTr^iis^ mdl^tb^^/iVii 

ij[!hi«, bo9«f^Tfir» WYQltrfli 4Mtol]A^ tvii^Jifi>lMii 

w4er pf iAqiaixs»g^9t'0vmy Mn^ibi^.'f tiiQMiA 
iP.Wff^iiigb"' tbnj; tbe. esp^iice of jpofi^iigtfiBai 
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wdn ^O0ld me9t on bis toow. Tbe iMirai^iQf 
the veml advised lam to tak^.a ooaob; rhit tllia 

ifiOttRlialAe^ 8^ tliat,: sedng.iio oftor laMy f^y 
^g^^ting the lauidc eamad,^t maai^^ 

>' By l]ib tittle k wan aloiMwytdark, and ^«e»«m 
aottie^ ride iliat ^ k&ifaiaiks, w faek^obk 
flU^tdr to-g«lide hk wi^, jiroidd be soon^dbapund 
^^ Us yiew, if he dH not inake haglf^; H^vitig 
theiwfeie .diifted lua coat and .waiste^al^ 'fer ffae 
M <^es wbieb b^^bad iiMni in tbe passage^ be got 
tbe trunk on bis badk, and bravely s^i jrorwai4 
6em MUler^s wbarit to find Ms way to IS^Vbam, 
}uBBfmng fbat if be was.onee therey be would soon 
Jtifleover tbe road to .Mrs CaUende^^s. But to 
\ttajj a well-paeked trunk through .tbe crowded 
Streets of London, was no easy task to a stranger ; 
and long before be rea^bed the Rnyal £sebaia||e^ 
the diades of dsirkness bad deej^ed ot^-boidt 
and tbe lights and kmpd ai^iMmd hini shone finrth 

in aU thek wonted nightly splendour/ Still, hom^ 
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ifift^ ivflh iti^eftdgiifde'pers^rvsara&ee^ irioHing im 
DdH^flite Wy ifleng, lie Ht Ikigtli, «fter many halt^ 
i^^adi^^t S^lMildire^B <;iaidb, vhsre be jiac^ 
the trunk on Ae itaU^oE die'dtvcii-y ord^ and rest^ 
%d' to ikeisAe nid- to iripe Us forehead. 

' ' iHe h«d tiM' tr«vdled go "burdened rninoticed i 
-iit^iig of«ti^&et-iN>fabevii easly maxked him tin their 
prey^ and dogged him VB^ jidbod-hoonds ii th^ 
ttnck (if^ii^ gatn^ ; hcit hk ^vvi&ibbb had p&- 
rentisd ah attafck, tilt they saw him at rest ' 

"tMe'i^f tiM>^e frc^bdoters^ a Bttlein advance be- 
ibre iheo^hers, pa0leA1dm.a few paces, jmd gtrii^ 
tf'hmd firhi4^, 'ftU down on the pavcmeiit, seem* 
tfigly in convuLdons. In the first iivipiilse of itie 
iBomeitt/j^drew^'aa the ddeves had cakidated, 
«&rte^ IfirWard to Ms Wfiistaabe ; but fi)rtuiuiteF]r 
Md^g so, fab ttonk ftll from the imdIi^^ Tbk 
j&^pmAf in wideh he «aw diat it waa inaniediatdly 
fdaced, by the companions of die Impostor run- 
ning tbwards'it, ehecKed his faomaniiy,' and. he 
dnng t6 ]% with' the fi>tid anxiety iofia modwr over 
h^ darHng ia^ danger. Hbe thieves cursed his 
inhumanity, and the man in conTuIsions aistimtly 
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vecovering) rose, and irftlked ft^y iftiA » a!*^ 
ly whidi at once aaioidllied 4iid ahmniod -wir ^ 
rentmer^ who weqfowi no fitftber ^^i^^^biaioi0y ^^ 

Saving only m <tbui incUciil^ ^e rau^bed thie 
hmoedf M]»Cai2eiiderittimQle0l^ laadticMdng' 
oocild iefcoeed' the: Iwdiaiid admiintiw dNb§l woiw 
ilijr dame, wheb site beluni whit he'^hfid acooQi^ 
flMiU, and Ae pn^aeisce: (^nwd ii^. nlpiA bf 
had pteacnred Us tnii^ fiisiii '^ PI^slpjuu > 

•*♦ 1^ taB»r Sam :sl»> ^* Jfe Wylie, ijia*, jnott 
Wttt sfacnd ill Bted ^f yotit !^ 
in llie,}iBvloiir F& get. it isMiy« l^)l H- ttcfr oom^ 
&l9tabIel»to{;tMtt.'' >^^ 

. ^^ I irmU £ke thUI; iHioq -utr^? iiiirplkd Anf* 
iks9ir ^ "^'tet; it's ^dwititoa.I.«fiwii'-«b»ik i^'^^i^i^ 
fitthank ijtou Id get He: «l Motd^ of Mf0Sf 
3fiII la&d ft caaky^ vUdi^trittl battb n^e^Me &ir 
axarlioittaraaHl siqpper.^ "■-'- 

Mn OdaniBi^id^ln(ad» that she did i)|ot %%- 
Ikne j«qr floeli tkiiigs eoiild ba bud^^bi^ I^and^ 
fiat die wddqget hiiH a dke «£ bifioi wd-^lfbtf 
^''^WBrUii. =. i.V • •.'.>:::,. . .:,H- 

^^ The iroman's ddtecijt T esdauaed AiA^^ 



Siiirimf '1^ vliok f^ »* porter ?^ 

JVeseiiilyj li^w^er^ yee0lleed]ig.l)ifil there vaa 
some cKfference between the Scolcli and Eiii^h 
meiusuxe, he inquked. the expence ; md haying 
aivved &e porterage of his luggage^ he adopted 
her 8iigge«liQii as to the porter, but he would yield 
to no audi seduction as the ham. 

Having recruited his strength in Mrs Callen« 
der'^s parbur^ he proposed goii^ to bed, as he was 
much tjxed. ^^ But,^ said he, ^^ I needna be lay- 
ing in ony stores tiU I see about me in the nam- 
ing; so thai; ffn yehae ony sic thing as a candle* 
doup aboot the house, Til be obliged if j^H l^d 
me^ die night.^ 

This re^piiest needed some explanation^ tn the 
end, however, a mutual understanding todc place 
on the subjeot ; but without materially tending to 
exalt the character for liberality of our hero in the 
opinion of his landlady » Neverthdese^ she lent 
lum the candle. 

Having retired for the night to hU dbamber^ 
and extinguished the light, he knelt down at the 
bedside. But the hopes, the wishes, and the an- 
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sed, but alarmed, while it mortified his friends 
and admirers ; for it appeared to be the restdt of 
some wild, yet voluntary resolution, as i^ he 
sought, by the veloci^ of a headlong career, to 
escape the miseries of some mysterious sorrow. 

When his Lordship first entwed the arena of 
fiishion, he was strikingly handsome, and the ex- 
pression of his oountenaBce, which was nobly in- 
telligent, indicated great elevation of sentiment, 
tinetured wkh an urbiaut^^ Ml ^ {^b^Mfteis and 
good lluiiiour ; but, lit the period of t^hicliir6 ai^ 
now q>efddngV be was become |yttl^ itiA ^uket; ik 
degant listfessness pervaded hb w)k^'^«lii^ kA^ 
his v(Aee, which wad kietdMfly clotty Bosi MO^ 
moduhlted, bid dwindled into an liabttdiA iabnd^ 
.toAOus fflmper, stdtatil^ Indeedf to ^e steidl' toj^ 
he aflbcted to discuss, but i^Ueb'h^ endelttly ocrdd 
as little about as he '4^ ^r to^ tMng^ke. 0<M^ 
siohally, howev^, hk ttiie diarticter ^otild sbliie 
out, and shew that this ^pery ir^ bat a^mmiM^ 
and that he might stOl be roused to b^t^ thli^^ 
Imd sUcad Ibrth in die drect superiority of a ge^ 
nius, conscious of its innate str^gth, and ready, 
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trheii stiffidcait csiue teqitti^ to nMO&st its in« 
edcuUble poiirer. 

Aboiit tlie tiiiie tiiak otnr bcvo ani^ded iii Loiw 
ddti, it lMidT)eeii remiirfEefii, that the Ead went lew 
hita 06]xi|Mmy-tfiLAn taaoxa^^ ssnA diat he som^- 
:tifbe8 speat the m^tmigiA die House ef Loiid(i^ 
jaViik^, k is triii^, W ^ tiiMless etoqaeuoe and 
mekifphy^tA distiiictioiis of some litigidas adTo* 
^ie from the Borth, uddmsng^ with eqpnl eflbct> 
the ChatKseOor sad liie woelsacfa, jmd no less 
delightmg the attetiAuit siAciton, than the &- 
^bd worthies et EUsahOth'^s reign in the tapestry^ 
who, in iq^peal eases, are oomnHKily aH the spec-^ 
Mors. Once 10 the e?eiittig, when hie happened, 
m the course of liiat spnoBig, to ebey a sommons of 
ihe House^ on an mpoilant poBtioal quesidon, he 
was so fiir exeited by th^ conffict of ^bat^' that 
he actually made is speech of tl^ee aentoioes, so 
jndicioas and well cttpi e wed , that it tingled in the 
ears of thie most experieneed senators' with the 
thrill of a new sensilSoii^ «id was hailed as the 
symptom of i^redeeming iqphit, that 'migfai in time 
eoaverthim^m those pursnkswhidi had equally 
mjured his heal^, his liMtune, and his dbaracter. 



to confer with Mr Velluxn, asd it.b«jp|ifi)ed)t^hei% 
he called at his almibani, iJalt <ottti hetOi wi^s.tbe 
only peradn within* . A'Mef ccdlequyi^ In Qonse^^ 
qiieaee) ^k place at (Sbe 4bKtr, w)^ch ^ii4 1^ ^ 
&et of interesting his Ix)i4fibip^6 cufiodty ; ina^ 
nmch, diat psrdy witb Aft ii|teiiti(9n oC resting 4^ 
few minutes, perhaps more^ how^^f^ y(i& tfao dft^ 
sigh of exjtracting » fitde i«au(leniai|« )i^ wasrin.^ 
duced to walk into th0.ofiie,iMld tidte ^ 9e$t pxk 
one of the ckyated fitoohi alt the :cMc. J^w^yfr 
bad no oonce^on of tbe^ rat^:<)f the yi^r ; and 
as he wa& tnot altc^etfai^ mttpiied with th|g free* 
dom, he stood waofily holdii^; the p^oeir dfor .speuf 
as an indmation to hisX49fdah}pi|iat he i^ngfaln^ji 
to remain ; but the oddit^jf of Us fi{^iprai^,*^ 
die sly susjncion of his hx^ "^h'tbe s|i|)pli^||]| 
ci his Bunmersy ifi^retted the peer» whot nf^ HH 
specting him. Ilirough « ijpuasisig gh|fUklrpm>fafad 
to foot, said, with an affieetatioa cf fashk^pid^e i&i 
anity, swinging his ftet al Ae^i«u»edm^ f Th^ 
stools of yoar\ young m$g^ jw v«ry t«U,^ * 

<< Ay,^repMed Andbew^ ^^thf^^regiyrandhei^,"? 
. The jKssumed indiffieren^Q <if ^Earl w#s almost 
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disemlipctedf by tile flatnesA of iMb ma^et ; md 
jNoUiBg' Qiiti hitvhaiidlmrelucf to hide the ^fi^, 
mAi At A» suae time-, ^< PfujFy fiielidt where were 
you caught?^ ^ ,,,.., -^ f ,j - 

:' ^ Sir^ 1 99ie¥QrrwaS'Citcbed^^ wte. the, indignant 

^^ Indeed r said, his Lordihip, ^^ he<ir dicnK^iimc; 
]rdu «» Lfandoo ?" » v - > 

^^ A very saJliffiicioarf «&tw«^ Tttibt eanfilss,'\ 
s^^xbed the £i»I ; ^* and I have i^ d^ttbiyoti hlul 
a gveat^ deal of plAksiBie m yoto 

" Ah, trotEth r quoth otiif hero, " if Ae bock- 
iilgr Qie aool <mt o^'the<taody be mqr pleasidre,' I 
bad enough o^ that pleasure! Gudd^fergie me^ 
Imtfl wasantaiat teinptfad toniafi awa^ wi^ tiiyM. 
Bhr I tiM)U(^t if I eould faae deie^t, it:wodH hie' 
bec»r' a aatifiifiietmL- Na, iia^ sir, I Mold luie ad* 
viae lory ewoEfi eittoiy ta eom ill a sbip byaM 
flae Scodaaa.^ 

.TheEari^ atffl j^reMhin^aKdilelimoiM 
saidy f^ M*y i' presone to iaquife ifybu are a 
lawjrar?^ '•"'•^ :   • ^ - ...:•'.•. ^ '. » 

" Its 
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^ Fm letnimg,^ replied Andbeir, modestly. 

^^ A very judicioas answer^^ ws the ironicd 
observatioii c^ his Lordship ; *^ and howloiig may 
you have been in the profession ?^ 

*^ Before coming here, I was weel on to three 
years with John Gledd, the messenger, and I hae 
been three days wi^ Mr VellunL^ 

^^ It is an honourable profession, and I doubt 
not you win become a dSstinguished ornament to 
it-«in time,^ said his Lordship drily. 

^^ I^ dmddiq; if s a gay an kittle trade though ; 
but 111 ettle my best,^ veplted Andrew, none Hb* 
concerted. • 

<^ But,"* resumed the-Earl^ << what do you thiidi 
of London ?^ 

'' Poo r cried die derk; ^ LondMii a whm 
brick bouses. O, man, if ye doidd but see (xh»» 
oow and lSdiBbuigh--^here you would see some- 
thing—look at HolyroodkHeuse, tlwi's a palaee 
for you — ^but St Jameses here, it^s just l&e an auld 
tolx>oth. But, shr, ye^Il hm to gee a(wa% for its 
the lane for me to gang for my dmner, that I'suqr 
be back to keep the house — and I hae k nolieB 
your business is no very particular the day.^ 
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r,^ and hisLoiddiip^ ^ inS. keep to 
another day; but where do you dine f 

^' At n v^iy creditable boufle^atr; the Caledo* 
fliaii, in * neighfaoar street.'" 

«* A«d how muk m»y you p«y?» inquired his 
Lddcbhip, widi unit£kcted'oiirionty, prompted by 
an interest vliich he began i6 take in^ns ori. 

^ Senhe&pence ; and a bawbee to ihe laddie,^ 
N^ed Aaidrew. . 

^^ Grood Heavens P exdaimed ^'Earl, totielu 
ed witli a seutiiaent of oompassioi^'aeFer baying 
hf any accsdeivt before heard at what rates the 
humble and industrious youth of the raat joetn^ 
poiiB are vUiged to live. 

^ Ay> it^s awfu^ dear,^ saad Andrefw^ miirtalmiy 
the cause cf his Ixmbhip^s astonishment ; ^ but 
Ae YictBaTs good ;^ .adding, ^^ it's a hard thmg, Hlr, 
to live in London. Some take a mutchkin of portev 
to^thfeiri&mer, but I sloken my drowfli ^ Adam^s 



^ I presane, then, that yoii d«» lie^^lfew yaw- 
sdF miidk iddulgenftee in public amusenuntti t"^ sidd 
Ids JLoiddd^. 
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^ Ai to that,^ rq^lied Jliidiev^ /^ I tdb my 
share, for the singers are fSnr better tiiaii ourft ;: iiir; 
deed they hae iun^s and .voices like leddies and 
gentlemen. But, sir, it's no canny to g»g ^lear; . 
them ; finr nae farther gane than ycatreen^lasUiigfat 
ye ken, when I was harkening to twa singing' like, 
nightingales, in LincolnVInn Square, a ne'er^diK 
weel pocket-picker whuppet the napkin out of my^ 
pouch, wi^ the slippery hand d" an eril spizii;, be- 
fore I kent whar I was. Od, sir, but theiib's^ja^Hc 
rible power o^ ill-doers about London.^ ; ' 

^^ O, I understand; you mean by the.publio 
amusements, listening to the ball9d-ffingers.m:thps{ 
street,^ said the Earl, drolling. . .1 

^^ I can assure you,^ replied Andrew, ^f they; 
ifere na like baDad-singers at a^ 4 and itVsLjy: iio* 
tioif iJiey were play-actors out o' bread.*" ^ 

'^ Hare yod been at the theatres P'^said* hia: 
liordshlp. ." 4 

^ No yet, but Fm gauni Our derka are tflLtiiea& 
me some night soon ; and they say— -they a* isy*^ 
that ril se^-r-Gude kens what FU no seea but it 
4^tan be something vera extraordinar, lor iheyfre 
just out 0" the body about catching the effetf, ^aa 



tliis'y edH. However, effik^s here, or e^^ tlie^, 
1^*8 no righi o" yoii, sir, to kee{> ftie^lishmackver^ 
ing when I should be takmg my ]^ck, that the 
^BikasterVwarl mayiia gfte hy.^ t' 

llie Ea(^ admitted the justness of thebbserva- 
tloii ; and peroeiving the roguery at the bottom &( 
the iliteiMled treat on the part of the other clerks, 
b(eii;aaie^desiro)iB him^^elf to enjoy some o^ the VirJ 
glbfikfijC^ of Andrew ; he thwefore pretended, asf 
he had not found Mr V&IIun)i, he would write a note 
for him. 

Being fimushed accordingly with the n«e8S«y. 
uUpklnents; he requested the Solicitdr that Andrew 
B^ht be sent to a ^lartieular colfee-house, at ele-' 
v%ii o'clock thAt erening, with a letter fin* Scorvma}/ 
his valet, who would be there to meet him,; aM 
that Mr Yelhnn might have some idea of the oW 
jMioiPiJiis nngular request,1ieadded, ^* TheCount-' 
688 reo^ves masques, but jcm deik can tabfe a 
fBrt-withottt any diiguiflfe." 
''"^^ Kqw,^ siod Ids Lordship to .Andrew as he 
folded up the letter, *' this jrdyfes to a matter on' 
which my heart is much set, and I rely upon your 
fidelity in pladng it safe in MrVellum^s own hand.^ 
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^^ That ye may do, joid sleep Mimd upoii\^ 
was the answer ; ^' lor be he living, or b^ he dead^ 
I trill «ee hiiti ; and I wouldna that a thii^ gTen 
to me in the way of trust was nisUppeiit— Ne, 
though I was to die on the spot But t), &ir, teal- 
l^rmgrowiiiguiieasy ; forif Idilma get mydish 
ner nooy th}^ deevils, our clerks, will be back ; mid 
if they fki' out that Vm toom, theyll fi^h to i^ 
wish me. It would therdbre, sir, be very oUi* 
fpmg, if ye hae done ym^ pleasure «i|d b#94^ to 
gae quietly awa\ and let me rin for my bit diack. of 

Th^|;9p4l¥We!iirofl^e]Saf]t»j^^ 
U»ii^ his habilitfilp^titeBiaifi ceyi]^ l^ot wiijt^pftai^ 
the t^ytetated urgency ^ thift appeal,. iM|d h^ ^ 
49vdi9j^ 'Withdrew, j^eiiewvig his i^f«Bctiel|a £w 
tbe emeM deUvery of the fet^tor. B«t UiiB ^mi 
uymeeesssoy ;Aadrew was liilly impvesi)ed witfi the 
ijnp<$rtaiice of lettens addressed hy <Meo/^ to j^^f 
solicitors, and well aware that Ms fiit^ire ai|^dest:iii 
life depended qui^e a$ mudi M hi« ixtlegii^aa 
upott i«sy other :4iial4^» 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



A JCASQirBEAB& 



hun/ivlio had b^ta aU tl^ fi>refioDA in Wefteami*> 
ster-Hall, was in the office ; Mid on teachi^ the 
tsstTt ^isde, which cka heib fahhftdly deMvelnBd 
hito Mb dwn hiiiids, hewM n^t« filtleditvitcrillf 
ilB cok^nfe. 

«' IKd the genttemn,^ said he, '^ teS yta Who 
hewasT ' 

** I never ^Bpeert,'* replM Afcdiew ; **4mt ite^ 
ly he would put his name to the letter.^ 
-^ O yes ; but I caimot imagine wh^t bfts mdu- 
cfed Um t6 write to me ^ sodh i^ sab}€^.^ *^ 

^' He ififatm imsw^ fbr^afc tiitDsel'^ mU Ain' 
dtew ; ^ bat he seeBQied yei^ pMJetdhr. ItVeux^ 
ly flomethftig rety particidar, 8&r> foir ite stayed m 
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Iang$ and asked bo many questions, that I was obli- 
gated to tell him to gang awa'."" 

" But what sort of a man did you find liini F^ 

" Tm thinking," replied Andrew, ** that he's 
something in the perfoomery lin^, for he had a fine 
scented pocket^napkin, an4 was woddrous prcginct 
in his words — a"" on chandler pins ; and baith in 
shape and halnt, he was a slimmer piece of gen* 
teelity.'' 

" I hope,"* said the Solicitor, " that you tint- 
ed him with all due respect, for he was no ofher 
than the Earl <^ Saadyford."" 

" O, Mr Vellum, what a stupit fool follow b^. 
mauii hae thought I was — a yerl {•-tM^ J^^k-?! 
ing in the way I did to him, and he a^. the time a' 
yei^l ! Howsoever, he canna hfieH to s^y .that I 
neglected his business, or didna mind yours, and' 
m mak up for^t to him in decorum at aiiQtber 



time." 



6i 



I hope fdOy^ said Mir Vellum jocular]^ ; '^ but 
J have something particularly for you to 4o^s> 
e3f«|ung. You wiB take a letter firom.ii|e>]t one 
Mr Serni^ a^di^ected ; he is a.dyilmimy a^4 1^^ 
have particular zeitpoiis for wishing you u^he^m^i 



aeqtiaialed vn&k hihau J Mdct net nqr «i^^» tlMitf 
t^t you win casdeftTour to mahft yourself agi^ 
aUefoUmr 

*^ If it'^s fi»r your interest, m^^ tephsA Andrevry 
*' ye need'liie niie ftar d" that. Bttt eletca obkick 
is 1^ Ik^Nflud taMe o' niglit fo be seekiiif lifter dny 
honest business.^ 

•* Tnte,"^ saki Mr Vellum ; ^butmoiff^rdlks- 
don, all hours and iHxies must be atliie comasai 
of our cUentsl^ 

^' Say na mair, say na mair ; by night or I7 day^ 
Mr Velhim, 111 try to do my part,^ repbed Am 
drew ; and in ihis mann^ the prelude for the ow- 
ning Vas arranged. 

At the ti»^ appointed, the valet wm at hk post/ 
and had not to wait long for our hero. Servinal 
had been ^y instructed by his master ; and'ac- 
oorditi^ly,' after some 'conversation contamSng a 
mihiber of apparctiit^ftcts and eividential ciroomi 
slialices whieh Andrew was to iclate, with, all pro^ 
per fidelity, to Mr Veihun, Sefrinal proposed m 
adjbinrnflMstt to tbe pfay^hoose,' under the tempu 
hfg pi«tex^, that bmg acquainted with the door^ 
keep^M, he eould get them both in free at that 







114 CKAfYBa Xf?.'^ 

kMr. T0 AiS'OQr Imo oouli toA^ iio<^#le 
ebfcctioii { «tt efae CMtritry^ Im ooMiJei^ his* m- 
sent to the proposal as in strict confornutj^otke iiw 
y tf Metio fa8."hei had vtbeiited, to nudM hiinieif agiiee- 
dbk to m istpMttnt s dicnt aa tlie Takti^feaijei 
tp be» A coadk wta AedNaitpon odted^ Mid tkey 
were speedily at Sandyford-house^ 

On reacfamg*the paedncti if tlie inaxisioii, An- 
dseiir IhmL no tciBBod toidodbt ibat lie waa apfooadi* 
ing one of the principal theatres. Tlie ciqiiaie was 
thmngM irith cnnagea; s imiltiiiide cf ooious 
qp«ctatdrf^ to tee the oompavy as thcj ireie sol 
dtfwn, ocoopied the parenMni ; and th^ ^stihiib 
was filled with a countless host of servants in £• 
yery, the domestks of the guests, aad fiiends of 
the dfHDestict. 

The Earl had hwtructed Servina!, in ovder 
that Andrew might not be exposed io the insolent 
inpertineiiee df Ae meinals, to take care that it 
should not be known among lihem he was not ia 
cfaanctcr; so dwt what he entered the haH with 
faif Tostsc garb and awkward manner, they set him 
down as Ereirio^e in the character jof Jemmy, in 
the fimce of Bj^ Life bdaw Stairs^ aodihawk 
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aKked thtiit vu^oMg tOsAimd^ 4xiA^^mik§ 

«QMlMl0d iif> tito ghddf 8tih^:lM• 1^ ilfe^ 0teW« 
«^ Wlmir' » b^ittfl^ Wfle^ flfe^ is f ijtiktMti tttnfi, 

<' W^ ydtt fiffet^Ufft^r' Mid' ^ mas^ m t 
401/006 vk j^aa&Bg. Andrew iibttofly teci^i^zei 
6voii!$^VHk1ielaidiieil]!d^b^ sndiri^lietii. 
fl€u. ' il iwi flfis Eificly %t n^pfkcfs^ aptMsfthuice Selv 
Tinal immediatdy withdrew, tellixig our hero dmt 
be ^fas now free to go etery where, and pick up 
What aaitNemeik he <xmM ^ (be reibli^der of ihe 
tfeaitig. 

:Nl«wlfltttitelbi|( dl Itefitedom irhich the he^ 
fief that he was iti a ^aee of pufcfee afnttsemcnt 
Jtik ^AMtmbi. io insjrite^ Andrew thyif entered 
-fli^ ct^iltral sahiohy Irom iiAAA die dMiii^:«ooiftf^ 
typened. A party in inadi:; with the ISuA at thdr 
lleid) !feBowed hifn. * ]|^ dkougte, howev^, iKey 
were the ^yeh^he biirriings of kh^ etot^xlalii- 
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ntimt^ anA iumMliiiil thffti llO hli w h l i l i JIlJilifl 'foinMI 

Wlitte under thiiik j^MCDpiffqplJlMt- 

iMi«hiN»,;A^ iHftU-^teyd rrmntrii nf fliiiiiiiifTn. 

mihef fibixftcfcec ^ Tindr BodnlBhiiTiTmltiiiiffligtn 
caine up torluDi. Her l«|dy ei^p^ biid ik^ ijie Mm^ 
remote idea tliafc be-Wfls ]U>t ji|i cbafi9Cl0r#i« BrnUg 

^es&t that he Imd tiJi^eii 4he part 4if a-Se^llidk 
lad, and addressed him accprdingty, imitariag ihec 
rattle of La4|c Aod^lpiMk wlfk caMd«r«t»ter hu;- 
lAour. ' .. .-••-. ' • . ... ;• :■ ^z 

. .Ajidsew, liovev^y waf discoAMrted Iff .whai W 
Cimsider^ her. ip^pqdencB, and^aidy ^^GangabouA^ 
your business, woman, and no faih me^—r{^^'hM 
uMtbing to say to j^ui— JL IpB ^fiofi^ irMMMi^ ye 
/^ may juat wfaifitle on your thumh^^ ' -n l V 

'< The Iniite T eschiwed Ae CwftteMy fiir*« 
gating h0t pifrH^'' Hfi« ^^ h9;)MNrft«&^ iMi^AiBi.: 
house? He has no charactcyr.^ > 

- " rm,4hwkii^'* «aijl^d^«iW ilriljF, •* 4w I 
hae a n^uckle better cbari^cter liian you*^ 



^ 



H«r UAyMf "ifmtwmtmbdfMd, tefuniedC to litf 

:A» thpf iwMMtii GoL-C*U8ai,!]ii'ilie. duoM^ 
ter. of Moll'^SIliggta, -^caiiie up, wndit dboati of 
)ilB«^bte» eiDiM*^ *« Wksrtf it lUi^^-^liere^ i« 
therniiy -dMiMir r pi^eeoHiiigAiidmr At A* 
4flu» wmMMt^RlblKlrpockeli^iMol^ «lfaif IvanBy^ 

Ottr hero looked st Mkfl for ab»si Wtf &mi« 
mie m/h Afrikiifft luNqm^PDCfll jnariDi of srenioii. 

QtiOiMsiMrArtidUcr Ui !^ 

'^1^ ]te;d^w» nerf c^aciamied IfdL iai 
rapture of desperation^ ^* Wittihepiqurfed-iiri^cli 
aaMMJ^Hrif^frMlt Ma 4e»der eoAraises ki tk^ ftoe 

MtNdgri f!^mg>lm ey4i 1^^ obmer of lii^ 
tattered dwwl, and taking a op from ker boiik 

r^' Ite WMDr)| tyU)"! aiid Aiidr##^fi4]^^ Oft 
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Andrew^ terrified hy the veh^DEieiioe of^ildVIt 
lamsifir^Jbiaol iM^^o^i^ mSNuadj 

■: ^M BBdfeoied jiiQtdidty jfif 41m wMamd pm 
Mr vmck eiBiilbr ISolttMiy mih idllife eonMHiee^i 
flwA ftigo&MBf'itf #16 poifftedl^idf his 'piiti -te 
joined in the general laughter that it 

r £n»Jbidievdte apppM 
ani[ jBBiuBed4hta^/vilh J&i^^ 
that he had never seeti- 1^^iNiMttii>lMbip^ 
hefvafi MiL i^iSlNfl jii8tairlt«^ saidHf^^'ttii 

da|^tly*»ij»^kiJlittjdi%8/^-''^* •'';'^^^ '■ «•-'• 
r ^ Whafs the niatter«iii4iAai{li{ tliilx>4fr^iM4^ 
cpiad a^uatif»^4ieAMi^.-^1lift^ ma yt irfl^^ 

Andrew would have waIkeA^««fiJl^^rriiybdl^4ilpl 
lliHittiAi^kM^itfie iieemiii^ Mi|liiiiai hy Jhe^ 
ilit»rtMii<ie iiihtmliiy, ^fi fttf a^ ji iii yu ti i rt i nwrif' 
of tiie fair 8^ Justice Woodeoek ?-^f ^dtot^ 
l«|Dliad b(4ii:«iteti^ «u^ t«9S ^4liau& to 
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virtue, so wronged bf awlk'ii mwA^^^ftfSAowh 

iiigiAraif JDtitlMar iwn^ ^^IfeluBiiiidflki^irift.'* . 

anae aobxntet Mb! idaepod 'lunrrisL htst wb9% Mil 
palUng out Ida imteit^^cried^ ^''^IB^ i» JkM( njtt 
pfpeure me some comfort.^ — And in potting tlie> 
wtiotk into her pocket, she took out her bottle, 
attd indn^^in another sip, 

'' SoMy, MoUr said Jtttttiee Woodcock, <' yM 
muat ^va' ma Aa watoh.**" 

*^ Qh P cned Andrew, in a h)i^ and vibrating: 
tone of honor ; but auddady muataiing courage, 
he exclaimed, ^^ As sure as death, sir, this is aa 
bigiili&aaevfrCSuty Umaeldeddt. Only send 
frr niy marter, Mr Velfaim, and hell taatififlate» 
that I am a piior honeat lad, of croditalife paraai- 
age, just comeftae Scodaa4-»-0, what had I to 
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do here ! 64e ibe my wstdi, I tritt yoti«-*gie Me 
my w«ldlit-«4lii€re8, tliievvB t"^ ' 

The earnest vigMr of lungs wi& whidi lie at* 
it^iM jtbls ^claiMition irecMyund^ tlmmgh afl the 
splelidid chambers, and the whole nfusiic and incr* 
fiment was ifk a inoment aileiiced by 4^e ahifm. 
Andtev in the «anie iimtaiit nhatc^ed the watoh 
bam MoU, who wma then in the act of handkig it 
lo the Jturlice, and flying off amidst a umvenal ca^ 
ittmet of la»glMr« aeverloobed Uehiad^he>waa 
oat ^fareath, and itaftlnibe street. ^ 
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CHAPTEtt XV, 



AK INVirrATIOK. 



' IfiAhtt^iim^ lidfiieHo ^tti lodgings «t& tbe eii» 
^edition of a ddfiaqaoftt ijlag fiom jiartice^ Aik 
dJreir in^n» undressed^^and over head and ears among 
the bed-clothes, before he made asy attempt to rain 
ly Us scateered senses. In this situatMai he soon 
became meire composed, and began to think that 
he had perhaps beei sul^ected to the infkience of 
some delusion. He had heardof Johnny Fa and 
Lord CassSlis* L^fy, and of mountebanks easting 
glamour in i^ eyes of their speetaUm, by which 
Uue4)0ttle flies, 'with pins at dieir taik, are made 
to appear in die shape of game^codui, drawing 
logs of timber; and he was not auie but that 
some such sl^t of magic had been practued by 
the players on himself. 
VOL. I. r 
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This first effort of retunung reason, as his agi- 
tation subsided, was succeeded by a still more nu 
tional conclusion, no less than that really 1^ did not 
know where he had been, and therefore it would be 
as well for him to say nothing of his adventure 
next morning to the otih^ cleiks m the office ; and 
with this prudent detennination, he said his pray- 
ei^s and fell asleep. 

But although he had resolved to be silent, he 
Gouldndt diTest bimsotirof au«^*i^init9criM^le 
feoliqg of apisl^ 9»d ipp^hfniim wh^n }w.i(^f 
to the desk itt tlM^ momiig« Hi^«atdown,withpul 
saying a wodiI, aaftd ^imM o& Wii, iak^^ tlMm M9 
wonted as^idnbl^, wbik. hia i^MDpftmio inam r^ 
eounting JtQ jeadi dthatthj^ ^k»ta ^ gdUwr 
^es^ andiisaxngjile debimdiflmii at ibe CosMi^it 
and Finish, after thepbty* . 

. Wiiea Mtf .VdUiim itfitaQe4^^ 

of Ittff tiseiad w^aa fidb;aed iqs the lieA^^ 

ItettBt; a^da sisMitiim.flf £iiii,.a]iOQlta8paii^ 

as ithfi ier|aQt»i]f floapf dteduguilt, tOidcfbM$i)k« <tf 

;t»it hno'suidvlaLiiniBd, ae. IhaiLg^iitkiiiflii aaiil fe# 

^ drjrly, f'rWeli, .WyUc^ did jK^ see Mr S«r- 

vinal last night ?'^ '. . 



^^ A gentcdi mm msweieS. %q hh namfs^ re« 
pKed Andrew, << and I gave fiitu tke Irtl^.'* 

-^ Had yen: any Cfmrennfekm trilli bbtf ?^ inqui- 
red the Solicitbr, aauxsect at the dexteiily c^ Aiv 
dceVs eradoon^ and intereat^ by: Im ei4id«iiit em- 
JMgtasflBient . 

^ A gveai (kal,'^ aaiA oin hm Iiridkly ; ^tti 
lie faidifttHy seoounted the vrfiole of vhit he oOiV 
mved to be the busineaa partofthecmytae^irtipit 

Vellum oommended hb a^otknt and memery, 
imd added^^^ I>id ycm stop Iwg wilh hiai f 

** We were not a great while ^itg^r^^ r^- 
pHed Andrew wkh a ngh» 

^^ I hope he did not detain you longrftr I do 
-not cboai^ that nsjr young nm AouM %efp late 
hours.*^ 

^^ It win Ir my «Rdeim>ur to flolisly yaa» 9», in 
that particular, for Tmno fend oClale hoiiff^ my- 
-sel ; tbBEf a»y«Ty hod thiiigSir Mid our hmi bm)- 
jraDy. 

<^ Yes,^ fejficd hia master ; ^^ Hid JUfidm « 
ao fiiH «f ten^rtitkos to ytmik »d ineipeiri^nce.^ 

^< It's an awfnl places"" waa Ate cmpbiitio m^ 
swer. 
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- ' '^ But you got safe home,* after parting from the 

gentleman,^ said IVf r V^lluin. 

' ** Ay,** replied Andrew with a nod, ^ if he 

-spok^e inwardly ; *^ ay, I got safe home.*" 

' The Solicitor could, with difficulty, keep his 

gravity ; but alter a momentary pause, he looked 

sharply at our hero, and then, iii a jocular tone, 

-Bud, ^^ I 8uq>ect, Wylie,' you were engaged in 

«ome adventure last night."" 

" I fancy every body may meet wi' as ineikle, 
and do nae wrang either,^ was the answer to this 
home question. 

" Then you did meet with something?^'^ said 
his master. 

•^ I canna, without a lie, say I met wT nae- 
thing.^ ' ' 

" But what was it ?^ inquired the Solicitor, With 
an affected tone of impatience. 
^ *^ I^m sure, sir, that^s no an easy question to an- 
swer ; for ye ken I^m but a new come stranger in 
-London, and a^s no ill thaf 8 iU like.^ 

«« ^hen I presume .that what you met with' was 
•s'^infethiiig you thought strange ?^ 
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:' u r dare say,'' icpKcd Andrew, " it may no 
be starange haDeJ* 

, ^^ It is very extraprdiiiary that you refuse to tell 
me what it wasJ*: . , 

** Me refiise, sir r exclaimed Andrew ; " Tm 
gure I never refttsed." . 
' - ** Then why dotf t you^satisfy me P 
( >^ Ii!8 baith my earnest wish and interest, sir, to 
gie you the fiiUest satisfaction in my poWer,^ rer 
plied our hero ; and he looked at his master with 
such an air of simplicity, that Vellum was utterly 
at a loss whether to set him down as a knave or a 
fi)oL At this moment one of Lord Sandyford's 
servants entered, with a card from his L.ordship, 
requesting Mr Wylie^s company to dinner thai 
day. Andrew was petrified — he grew as pale as 
ashes, and trembled from head to foot, totally in-» 
dqpable of comprehending the mystery of this de* 
vice. Vellum smiled^ and said, ^^ I hope you are 
not engaged, and that you can oUige his Lord« 
ship-'* 

•^ O, am sure,'' cried our hero, panting, " m do 
ony thing in the world to oblige my Lord."^ . 
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' TJie footmftR w« ftcbordngly dismned ^h 
a card to the Earl, accepting df the iBTikatkit. 
^ You Mfe a fortunate ycwutV ttud Mr Vetlmii, 
'^ to have made so early such an ehTiable ae(]iMuat* 
tance.^ 

" But, sir,^ mterrupted Andreir^ " what "^ I 
do, for I hab iiae olae^ fit for my LordV oexspany r* 
' '^ Take my ad^riee,'' mA his master gravely^ 
and ^rhh sineerity, ^ make no ehaaige hi yeor a^ 
pearanoe, biA bnfy be eareAd Azx ynu are ^aarti^ 
eularly dean and nesC* 

Mr Vdlum ims more iti the aedet of Uli ad« 
venture the preoedhig evenhig than he pts^ndied. 
In fact, the SbKcitor h«d been hiriiaelf at the ma8% 
qnerade, »ad plutook of the'meridteiefti vfaitfa ^^ the 
bcomparaUe nJEaown^ odcasioned, as' TksMtfr^ 
jflg* A»^ called Ancbsew, m desctibiag'the eatiiv 
tabment, for the purpose of admtiaidg thi^ s»^ 
vwry meiits of t&e cdok and eonfecdo^er fiilo 
pi^mded the sapper. 

In resunung his duty at the desk, Andre^^'iaitH 
ttUed, arhe copied, on the arngtilariy ef hiving 
received M invitatiott to dflie widi an Eail ; tad 
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dier te oh aeeomrt oP Md le^Ktiiatig) his rank) not 
Ae'tasfaiM oFlid ftiypearaiice. 

The iixtitiMftbft WKiefa Aikli^w ka^ W^ved &m 
the Earl was soon known atmong the oC6er de&6) 
and their first notion led them to fancy that he was 
related to his Lordship ; they began, in conse- 
quaice, to think he was not, after all, the mean 
sort of half-witted creature which they had hitherto 
iJiought him, but an eccentric and ori^nal cha> 
racter. This idea recdved something like con- 
firmation, when one of them, inquiring in what de- 
gree of relationship he stood with the Earl, An- 
drew dryly replied, ^^ Really I canna say, but I 
believe weVe sprung of the same stock.'' — Some of 
the more knowing, however, began to suspect that 
it possibly might be on account of his odd and sin- 
gular appearance ; and that his Lordship, in con- 
ferring the honour of the invitation, slyly intend- 
ed to amuse his own friends, by showing oiF the 
curiosity ;-hi shrewd suspicion, characteristic of 
that precocious knowledge of the world, which is 
one of the chief, if not the very chief itself, of all 
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the peeuliarities of the metropolitan youths espe^ 
dally of that sluttp and pert tribe of them,, who, 
like the imps that infeBt the road leading to Para-, 
difie, chatter, frigk, and flutter in die avenues to 
the tribunals of justice* 
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CHAPTER XVL 



A DINNER PARTY. 



Andrew having provided himfldf with the ad* 
dress of SandyfordJSouse, was at the door as, 
punctually as the dock went the hour. The 
knocker, at that moment, seemed io him too pon* 
derous for his hands to raise, and after pausing, 
fer about half^i-minute to recover courage, he 
ta^^ed with his knudde, to announce his claim 
for admissbn. The porter, a saucy corpulent 
fellow, opened, and denumded what he wanted* 
^^ I am come to get my dinner with my Lord,"" 
was the re|^y. The coner of John Swell^s lips 
crooked of their own accord downward, into an ex- 
pression of ineffiiUe contempt and exdusion^ when^ 
fortunately, the fooiman who had earned the in* 
vitation to VeUumX happened to come into the 
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hall, and, recognizing our hero, conducted him up 
stairs to the drawing-room, where the other guests^ 
with the Earl and Countess, were waiting, in ex- 
pectation of his approach. 

Andrew was agitated and confused ; hut, in as- 
cending the stairs, he recovered mifficient presence 
of mind to enable him to observe that the house 
was the same, whicfa^ oA the preceding night, he 
had believed was one of the theatres ; and the idei 
sudd^ly fiaiSied upch hinat, that he owed tfae^ho* 
iM)iffof theinntaetsoiitotbesiixipliciiy Ixf ^^^ Seoi^ 
tish maflim« and ilpf«aia»B& The servant who 
shewed hitt the w^jf^ had ofasenred his^ coafUflion^ 
amd when Andivw paused, as t&is'iiQ^n cxmb 
amx)6S> hl« iniaMl, fat o»nc€tved huii to be ovtsw 
whebned wU diffident «fed stoppiid fi£M>, with ^ 
ftneer, foeingin«Br6o£ the motives whsdb had indu^ 
oedhismMterteiimt^rUatodinjm Butamo^ 
ment'^s reflection set all things: right with our hdrb, 
and he seemed, to the smiojr vatet, .to undesga a 
liiar^lious 4:immsmMiim^ from m js^kwml' vul- 
pBi bd^ ^lil«b WL easrp and CDsfiileirt gentbaaan. 
H^ «dvMO^' tbwttrda the door of the'dtmwin^ 
room ^b lis lig]Hra^«tcp» and as efaetrftd a cotm^ 
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^ithout feeKng the slightest emba^assinent ; on 
^Kie^iitritiy) lie tirent for^rd in tfiat stgreeMe 
litttte of setf-pOBsessioti, whidh a tbkti feels when he 
]mo%rs k k in his po^c^ to dispense pleasure. 
Lord Sandjrford, who pti^ssed an acute percep- 
tion or die latent ]^wers of character, perceiv§d, 
by ihe change, on t^ mstant he t^w his ffyeS 
on him as th6 door opened, ihat h^ ir^ lO^ 
die ei^ttite rim^ odxfity whlill he i&i^ itf fi^t 
imagined, ind iltolnediati^y i»%iif Uri^i^ hxni, mf 
Aook ISni hy die Im^ in a tbMMst thlit raised 
fatal at dnce, is it w#e, avb& the ^udity^ and' 
feotax^ of a finend. 

^ Mr WyBe,'' saidliia Le^NUMp, » I ought to 
aqpoloipse Sir tli6 fi»edote \»lfich I haVe taken 
with'yott.* . , 

'' Saf hmt^fk atMt il, iof)r Len^,*" iiitfemipt- 
ed JSiiJb^;-^ ![ matin pefy fot^ m^ tkpirience of 
die tfbffld ae l^ed^aihy belled 
ifci^ diteg flMffh.'* 
' TUs fin^rtpljf i^as^ reeeited la origin^ ha* 



mm^ «nd much aimiaed tln^/bigl&^foted. msenv 
blage, both by its gu^to apd ftqiSiATi^. Sir Ti< 
mothy Knicketty, tIie;c(ni»Di08eur^ wWivrits ^f the 
party, dedared it was tifuly a la T&mrs* --, ^ 

Whm they had d^scon^ed to> th^ #[ii]ig:4»mftiA 
the Udies w^e partunilArly ansdous to §hi|£r^.^9r 
h^ro among them ; but he put an end po the^^on-* 
troyersy, by taking the seat of hpnoii^ b^?e^n 
the Duchess of Dadimgwdl a&d.|;he Coui^t^j 
whovindq^ndei^t of their tmkf were- tbetwqr ^ 
nest wpm^ in th^ room. Her grace wi^:a hikhe^ 
qp«[i-t«gnpered ehara^r^ tiMt. c^d mi^ Si joke 
as great a len^ as any la% ofth^ claas; 

During d]aner» nothing^ &m f^caoe tim^pfj^licu^ 
krly oocurred. .^^ndxew^ ;fi^h a ^^oiek -andjcun^^ 
ning eye^ observed the etiquettci^ of tl^ taUe, asr 
^y were fetSmied by others, apd acquitted 
hiinself without^ comi^itting any^exiraordinaxy, 
breach of the wonted ceremoniak ; in ^ ,this re* . 
fpect, be was indieed stqperior; to mai^ % scion of 
nobility^ from i^n or Oxf0(4 The .Dufijbefsfi of 
p. led h^n 01^ ifi o(niYer#^tion,#|l h^ «#i4 « np^ 
bei: of droll tuid naif things, wfaiph w«» ceoei^eii 
9S bon mots qf the n^ost racy :%vcNir« I^ealsf of 
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lani^r bore testimeiiy te all. the liouse 
what saccefis he rastamed lui cbamcter, and ai 
the wine mounted his confidence rose. Before the 
end of the second course he waa in h^gfee, and 
^perfectly at his ease ; inaomnch, that the yery-ser- 
taxtts in attendance conld with difflcuky maintain 
the requisketacitnmdeoonnn of theur. office. Bnt 
all restraint of duty, jri^Kse, and circumstance, were 
in the end overwhelmed, when, in reply to an im> 
▼itation from her Grace, to take wine widi her, 
he exclaimed, '* Na, leddies, if ye gar me drink 
at this n^, the wine wifl be running in my head, 
and 111 be kitifing yon till ye keckle or a^s done ; 
so look to ^ Qonsequences J^ 
: Lord* Sand]ford. esgoyed. the some with a re* 
Hsh to whidi he had long been a strimger ; but 
the Countesa was the least affected: of the whd^ 
party by the simpficity or the art of Andieew. Her 
Ladyship^ howcTer,: maintained throughout lh» 
erening a graeefol propriety, that adiMrdiily be^ 
came hei^ station*. She' seldom condescended to 
laugh ; stBI, ^ times, a . pleasant, ringing,, cheerful 
sound came fiom her healrt,.that diewed'she could 
eojloy the pleasantries of life as jocundly as het 

14 
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ntighhmai On tbesd oocamM; her ferd W^cmld 
loob tt her^ as if stanBed by MMne u^eie^ted iMie 
of pleasui^, but iA t momcmt W hilittirf wfils sup^ 
preBsed, and she im« as orid ainl fonaal «9 before^ 
The eyening^s enteitiuiiiiieiit had^ however, ge* 
Mindly the effleci of hwjpiriiig the Eiirl with « 
giiitefiil fieelfi^ towards Aadvev ; for it is one of 
theblessed odnsequeiiceB of hearty kaj^ter, to 
alhr into action all the hhidty faumotus of the 
ndnd; and hk Lordship drtermmed to have him 
iv his fireGpent giiest The rest of the company^ 
particularly the Duchess of D., was scarcdy less 
delighted with his eooentrieities ; aiid when, aAer 
returning to the draWing^room, die persuaded hifis 
to sing, he^fidcly w«m her lieart^ a&d was chosen 
a^ Tegular i&vitanit to aH her parties for the winter. 
Indeed^ to do fafan justbe, k &e eheiee of his 
song he dbplaj^ed equd taste a»d judgment, and 
the execution was wortir^r of the choice. His 
soikg iw that ItdierouB oianieratio^ 
duittek, hcpmrng with << My fadier wi* his dee« 
hg fareaU^"' ha tibe perfiimiaiiee of which, flushed 
Mdi the Tuscan, lie addressed hiraa^ so eagerly 
to her Grace, snapping his fingers widi exulta- 
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tion, and nodding and winking, that she w|is ob* 
liged to throw herself on a sofa, holding both 
her sides, exclaiming, " For the love of Heaven, 
stop him— «top him, or I shall die T 

The sagacity with which Aadrie^ had thug im- 
proved the first impression of his peculiarities, 
.taught him instinctively to choose that happy mo* 
meiit icft vtMng leaive^ when ike t^lbct he had po* 
dacud^ w|s liveli^f . At the mA of fais song fae 
aoeear^S^fl;^ ^mg awvy^ »» if he had suddenlf 
l^MoU^et^id hjmeeif^ 4ffymg^ ** Wsg^ ole^ wha» 
em I alxml^ dJaSa^ till thist^bfiehier^, what I hacr 
gel a obdMl to issff u « ^mg mall's lust wittmi 
i^bd^ent f* AM wkh tHa^ givmg k ludicrooar 
nod for a bow, he ran dQwn stauc^^ and baiistienect 
j!0me«' 



« « ^ 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

BORROWING. 

The first winter tbuB passed with our hero in a. 
manner that most yowg men would have det^ed 
enviable, and the prudent regarded as firaught wii& 
danger to his fixture fortune ; but his simplicity, 
remained invincible to the blandishments of plea? 
sure, and the sterling wortl^Df his innikte cbarao« 
ter raised him more and more in the estimation of 
Lord Sahdyfordt 

One morning, on going to chambers, he fomid 
Mr Vellum thoughtful and vexed. He had 
been, on the preceding evening, engaged with 
money-lenders, relative to an additional mort* 
g^e, which was immediately required for the 
Earl, and the negodation had not been satisfac^ 
tory. The money was obtained; but on such 
terms, that he was almost afiraid to communicate 
them to his Lordship,-**not that he had any rea^ 
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aotky firom his experienee of the EarFs dispositioii 
and temper,' to'ii|ypreli€iid that his Lorddtip vouM 
tiouUe hijnaelf for a HioBient on the subject; bat 
he felt as a man of business^ that he had not been 
so happy m his management as on other shnilar 
occasions. ' 

After ritdn^ some tune,, turning over the me- 
moranda, of the;tiahsaction» and, casting about in 
his thouj^ f(x what he should say to the Earl, 
he happened to look'towards the desk where An^ 
Arew was earnestly employed at his vocation, his 
liibde round smoothJiab'^d head following his pen 
fts if it was slowly rolling on the paper; and it 
occuxredto him, that perhaps no fittfr envoy could 
be employed in the business than the droll and 
uncouth oddity before him. From what had al- 
ready taken place beitween him and the Earl, the 
humour and peculiarities of Andrew seemed likely 
to render the communication less disi^eeable to 
his Lordship, than his own dry and regular me^ 
thod ^expkuning tlie circumstances, and he sum-! 
moned him ;at once from the; desk« 
' ** You must go,fWylie,^ said he,. " to Lord. 
Sandyfbrd with these papcare. They contain, soiqi^ 
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nstiew iie^Mig the loin <€ fmiB^ lisoiustfiid 
{k»hU iIm i Ibai^ prbctuvd Ar in« X»AM^ * 

coBottilned ikioatf^. B«t fail liMWy ^Aout ift>^ 
tKner dis exrianatkou nwnirninfli i^^ And Votf 
vrill tell him, that it really could not be ahi a in od 
en better tmsm i that, in f$Mf at pMiKiK 4t)ery 
dn^ ia the <ity k dndiied ty to inatalMin of 
the govemufnit loan; aaid moatjr ett ovif ki 
tmkA yi^ th« unboii HOavitfi atiA on tecxis I 
am almost asbmod fo vtate«** 

"^ I indi-««I iridi,'' dsM Addmr^ '« that- Aiy 
Lopd may bnd iJbegilfaer twenty thbutaad ^tbda 
a"^ at asoe ; and watttncg^baidi atliedc and mingi^^ 
wf bardif tecUUea andirhiii^igfool-MloirtiairyM 
gat- 

VeUum watf ibldiiig tqp the fisperi v^MId oof 
hero made tMd ^bsenrkion ; mid a UMle i^tiH^vcf^ 
ftom his affioi^ty b^ hai4ng (detected lum f&t IA6 
minister, asid jacularlyy ^^ You Mty aa w^ gi^e 
bsn Lordd^ a iroid 4^ adtic« oH ih^ sal:ject,^ 
Wylie, if you fiiid hitti fai tiie huteoter.^ 

*^^AtW(^l III iad g^iidge to do thit,'* replied 
Andreir seriously ; ^^f&t h^'s a fine mail, and Ki 



o'er timdde ta^^^^ mf^ hetgd. Itw a pkjr Oak 
my Loi^ aiid het ffifttia cbrftw tbcgititelr id ir^d as 
fxmld be n^li^^ 

VeBum ^fas suyftled by tUt tohavk, and look- 
ing cairaedtly and inquieitively »t Aodiev^ said^ 
" HaTe yo^lieai^ anydlittg about Aiem r 

" Me hear abocit «b6»i I-^Wbat GoaM I heitt 
about them ? I ken nobody thaf s acquaint wC 
oRy o^ tibem tove yMiwl ; bat i kaire tsralioka in 
my bead) and aft many ^/kaicn^y and I can iiearkeii 
at the ane, and keek out at the 1Aer, imd leant 
wbaf B gaun to ui ^ ^ntrld^ jtist as veal 4m ither 
fblk.^'^M y Leddf y Mr T^kim^ id mail weel farad 
i^ &ie parley-voo kyle to ii^r giademaii, than a 
kittdly wife should be, ind my Lord faehea at hec 
formality.*" 

' ^' You are a etrat^ ei^MMt ox I am mis- 
taken,'^ eaid Vellum, as he handed him die pai^eia ; 
- end I hope you *al «* bkader i. to bt»i- 

Andrew^ as he redeivted ^biem, aasuied his mafrt 
<er; that he mi^ht de^^wd 1m would di> hi* b^ 
ehdefmntf» bodi to ^«« him and the Earl satia^ 
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fS^tion'; and, taking his hat, hastened to Sandy 
fbrd-bouse^ where lie was immediately admitted. 

" What i WyUe^are you settt r cried his Xord- 
ship, somewhat surprised when otir hero entered* 

^^ For lack o^ a better hand; my Lord, the mas- 
ter bade me tak thir papers to ymir Lordship, and 
to tell you, that he was vera uptry he couldna get 
tbe siller on ony thing like Christian terms at this 
time.'*' 

His Lordship smiled, saying, ^^ I thought he 
knew that I nerer expected it on aYiything like^ 
Christian terms.? 

r 

^^ It's a great soomi my Lord,'* Tesumed Aiw 
drew, looking at the Earl fi^m under his brows ; 
^ and maun hae ta'en » hantle o' gathering and 
gripping to make it up ; and it's a sair pity that 
it winna last lang wi' your Lordship." 

The Earl,, at this address^ laid the papers on 
the table, and b^gedr Andrew to be seated. 

" What were you.ohserring, Mr Wylie, about 
the money?" said his Lordship, wh^ Andrew 
had seated himself aloof firotn the taUe. 

*^ I was just saying, sir, my Lord, that twenty 
thousand pounds is a dreadfid soom of money. 
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It^s 4i diousanS pounds ti-year, my Lord, ai met* 
chant's rate^ o^ dead loss.^ 

'« It is so, Wylie ; but what then P"" . 

^^ Nae, as to the i^hat then o^ the busmess,"* 
cried Andrew, in some degree lightened. in his 
ispirit^ '^that's your Loxdship's look out. But I 
canna bear to see an honest gentleman riding heU 

• • • • 

ter skelter stndght on to a broken brig, and no 
gie him warning.^ 

'^ This is at least something new,^ said the 
\^ari to himself, a little interested, and with a 
kindly excitement of sensibility towards his friend ; 
and be then added, *^ I am certainly obliged to 
you, Wylic.'' ' 

" YeVe mme obfigated tome,"^ cried Andrew ; 
''^ itfs the part o* honesty to let you ken the road 
ye're in ; -but, as Bums says 'to the de^il, ^ O 
would ye tak a thoi^ht and mm\^ for really, my 
Lord, Fm wae fer you— a man o* your degree can 
neither wezk nor want, and what will become o' 
yoii wben a> gane to a' ? Ill tell you what it is, 
my Lord, before I woiikl be hinging ae;milIstone 
about my neck after^anither in this gait, I, would 
take a rung, and thrash every ane o^ your het and 



&' fh»kk» «ul ff tb^ hovde^DevU do mf gjutde 
o' them — and o' the othear daRgamphrey, ijw^ ar^ 
eating you <>ut^)}<Hi^e aitd haU, lyut I wocfldkt 
tbim k^ w}i9t fcwi^]^^ thonisaii^ pounds ai^^in as 
M^ p«fc^ ^> my I'<?afdf if yell believe me, 
ih£fe wai9 »a (16' i^aa^ wp^ <^' a' that fool aiitic 
1Mb of lath<»39»i mi vmfJtyim^^'^n^ derouring 
Ihe main« 99Pi9:fe«f0 l}i§ i^r mgj^ vT fheir gfi^ 
lanting, that would gie your Lord^)^ a ba?nrhie 
for aful4 l«9g syne, if ye li^c^ seeking yovr meat 
irae doQT lo dpar* in a:caiild ^nlier'a diQr, wT the 
dtap Hit jaiMt mb» ayid tib t«AP m your ee, and 
ijf no iir lniVEllei.V 3»ip: ev^ |i ^&}M' pqtatoe, ijx your 
meal-pock."" ' 

^^ Th^ pik:lM)re i^ Btsongy swd die ISad evipha- 
tieaUy; '^ but it is not iridiQut $ome true poitsirai- 
ttti^. What W4wl4 yw advise me to do ?^ 

^^ it voidd be 61)^ 9f «* .bc^wdft a' didcietBm Icht 
1I&& to adiriae yow ]^i:dahqijir implied ^ur ii^. 
*^ Tm QBJty speahhig Or' wj^iit } woidd 4q myfd; 
but th«i Vm neidier t Ipi^d ivnr a mamed maa-^ 

^^ Ytt, Wylie> yes ; you ar^ right The loid 
and (hi named man are two serloua eoiifiid^lA* 
tions,'' i^d the £ad, a liltle pe93iirely. 



^^ Aue of them,^ cried Andrew briskly, ^^ is 
bad enough ; but the tw{^. 19^^ l^ (^ that would 
puzzle Solomoik ^UBfld.. Hava^pMarer, sir, my 
Lord, I can tell you ae thing, and that is, redde 
tbe;xive|bd dBtinwlmif L^y^ aadaiblii^ hmA 
ywi i^ti bes xnH can qnoB. Mn^e 0^ the cost and 
entlay that ye^re at fcs livmg fiiniituare, the^(at«» 
9g d»he9 and 'dttiddng decanters that o?er aften 
garnish your table." 

1!he E^'a ei^aixr w^ audi came during this 
^eech ; ins eyes, at f^ fteedmi of die aUus(jien 
^ Xjidy Sandylbcd, flashed^wi^iii€dgKatieii,%«t 
it was only for a moment. When Andrew pi^used^ 
fasa eoqntenmoe ww settled, and he sa|^ ki an 
easy-tone^ ^^ You %mf9y I ihiidi, Wyfie^ but a poer 
o^nien of my fUests^^ 

' f^ The ihlh«» weel enev^k % tut ag y<m? L^td* 
feldjMares^^ae fitde about" dlesb I 'Mndef h<yw>ye 
aantbe^Jastied^ti^iHie^'* . , 

^^ How do you know that I care little about 
tbee^^^ said- the &at^ half amused, bui surprised 
ai-tbefem^. 
^ - ^\:Ajk the aidd tssAg^ ^iag^y sMd Andrew, 
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i - • * 1* ... 

"* Them that gant 

Something waUt^ 

Skep^ BMtty or.inaldBg aV 

r 

And yell excuse soy fieedcNtn, sir, my Lord^ 
but I have sieeii, mair than once or twice, that 
your Lordship yroA no in a rera satisfied situa« 
tion, notwithstanding the ^merriment and da&ig 
around you.'' 

/ " How r cried the Earl, and bit his lips. "But, 
Wylie, what makes you suppose that there is what 
you call a ravelled skein between me and Lady 
Saadyford." 

The joctdar tone in wUch his Lordship utteir* 
ed this sentence, was calculated to throw Andrew 
oiF his guard; but it produced no change in the 
earnest simjdicity with which he was end^arour* 
ii^ to fulfil the orders he had received from his 
master, with respect to teoommendiug economy to 
the Earl. 

"I meant no oieoce,'" replied Aiicbrew reiqpect- 
fully ; " but I thought the best way for your 
Lordship to begin to retrench^ would be by trying 



•I 
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to do with as lil^Ie company, as possible ; and if 
my Leddy migbt be bica^t to the same wfify of 
thinking, it would be a blithe thing for you baith."" 

Andrew paused^ £i>r' he obseited a cloud pass* 
ing over the EarFs expressive countenance, and 
a mutual sflence for some time ensued; during 
which, his Lordship rose «nd wa&ed towards the 
window^ Our hero also I^ his chair^ aiid was 
staolding on the floor to make his' bow c^ leave, 
when the Earl turned round. " WyBe,'' said his- 
Lordship playftdly , ** can you speak of tarees^ from 
the cedar that is in Lebanon, even unto the hys* 
sop that springeth out of the wall?^ 

*^ It's no right o* your Lordship,'*' relied An*- 
drew seriously, ^^ to make « fool o' the ffiUe hf 
Hketiing me to King Solomon, the wisest man 
that ever was in the world ; so I wish your Lord- 
ship a vera go^d morning. ButhaeyeonyUiing 
to say to Mr Vellum iment the twenty thousiilid 
pounds-?^ 

^^ What cahl have to say? — ^I wanted^^he^me^ 
ney-^e has got ii-^-^nd X doubt net ha^ madef the 
best^ bargain in Ms power ; so^ take bac^ the^^ 
feti, and t^U Imor to prepare the deeds«^ 

VOL. I. a 
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^< Sir, my Lord)'' cried Andrew, petrified, ** ye 
hae Bever lookit at ^he papers^'' 

The Earl smiled, and stepping towatds the t^ 
ble, gathered them up and cotmted them ; he ibi^ 
placed them in Andrew's hands, and sttid, ^^ I have 
looked quite as much at them as I irish to do."" 

Andrew shook his head as he received the papen, 
and for a moment looked compasaonately at the 
Earl. There was something in the motion and 
the look that produced an electrical vihration at 
the heart of his Lordship, and as our hero moved 
towards the door and retired, he followed him with 
his eye ; and even after the door was closed, still 
he continued for several minutes to gaze in that 
direction. 

^^ I have hitherto lived amou^ machines,'' said 
the Earl, in soliloquy, moving from the spot, and 
throwing himself carelessly on a sofa ; ^^ but thi& 
is a human being ; it has brains, in whidh thought 
rises naturally as water wells from the ground, the 
wholesome element of temperance ; it has a heart 
too ; and in tEis little discourse has shewn more 
of man than all the bearded Upeds I have ever 
met with. What am I to him, that he should take 



aidi brother^ interest in my desolation ? and how 
should he know that it is caused by my wife? 
My wife !-p^What wife f-^I have no wife ; scarcely 
so mudi of one as Othdlo had when he had slain 
the gentle Desdemena.** And in saying these 
wordS) his Lordship rolled his head over towards 
the bade ef the sofa, and covering his fece with his 
handkerchief, lay seemingly adeep. l- 
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AK ACCipa&Ki. 



The Earl of Sandyford was an only child. In 
his fifth year, he had succeeded to the family ho- 
nours and estates. The Countess, his mother, 
was one of those kind of respectable ladies, who, 
at their exit from the stage of life, are declared, 
in the obituary of the newspapers, to have been 
of the nature €i pearls and predous stones— or- 
naments to their sex. Her huaband bequeathed 
to he!r the principal direction of his son^s educa- 
tion. The young Lord was the last of his im- 
mediate line, and, in the event of dying without 
issue, the estates and titles devolved on the re- 
mote descendant of some collateral ancestor. The 
Dowager felt it no less her duty, on this .account, 
to cultivate his affections for the domestic virtues, 



in order iliat be txi^t he early Indueied to Cnfo 
a suitable matrimooM eotmi^iD^, tban to ^vMe 
all the proper and reqmsile meatifi for tbe deve- 
lopment of bis tale&ts and tbe formation of a dia- 
racter, wbicb, sbe was persuaded, wo«dd reflect 
lustre on his country. 

Witb ibis view, his education was enlarely do- 
mestic; but conducted by masters enunently qua- 
lified^ till be reached bid dbcteeitb year, when be 
was sent to college. Tbe Coimtess, at tbe same 
time, assiduously preserved an old intimacy witb 
tbie Avonside family, the daughters of which pre- 
mised to excel their mother, who bad been (me of 
the most celebpated beauties of her day^ and whose 
many amiable qualities were &r dearer in the re- 
collection of her friends, than the charms ^ her 
perscm^ or the graces of her manners. She died 
while her children Were all young; %ut in the 
Marquis, their &ther, it was thought they had a 
wise and excellent protector. Unfortunatdy, how- 
ever, after her death, be devoted lumself, ^ he 
said, entirely to public business^ and left, them in 
the bands of bited instaruetoro, who were only an- 



^ 
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xiou8 that tfaey dhouM' be distinguished for the 
elegance of their external adquirements. 

In the oourse of thiis intimacy, the Countess 
had, in due time, the satisfaction to observe that 
Lady Augusta, the eldest, began to interest the 
youthful admiration of her. son ; smd it soon be- 
came an understood thing, among the respective 
fiiends of the two families, that, when his Lord- 
ship came of age, a marriage would in all proba- 
bility take place. 

We shall not dwell on intervening circumstan* 
ces ; Lord Sandyford at college was allowed to 
possess talents of a very high order. The most 
sanguine expectations were formed of him by his 
acquaintance ; but some of them differed as to the 
department in which he was likely to excel. The 
ambitious, . who judged of Um l^ his occasional 
animation, predicted that he would exalt the pofi- 
tical renown of his country ; but those who most 
esteemed the milder movements of his character, 
cherished the hope, that his genius would add to 
her more permanent glory in the quiet pursuits 
of a literary life. Both parties were ec^ially dis- 
appointed. ' 



' AN ACCIDENT. 151 

Lady Augusta Spangle was in many respects 
the reflex of her accomplished lover. She was 
not only endowed with great beauty, bat an edu- 
cation, conducted with admirable skill to bring 
out all the showy portions of her character in thm 
fairest forms and tiveliest colours, had adorned 
her with many elegancies, almost as fascinating 
as that charming simplicity with which Nature 
delights to set at defiance the graceful endeavours 
of art. She was not witty, nor did she possess 
any of that sunniness of mind, which beams out 
in the smiles of good humour ; but her apothegms 
had often the force of wisdom, and sometimes the 
brilliancy as well as the barb of satire. It was 
impossible to see her without admiration; but 
.there was a systematical decorum in her deport- 
ment, which diminished the delight that her sin- 
gular beauty was naturally calculated to inspire. 

She had, in fact, been educated for the market 
of fashion, and deluded by the sordid maxims of 
l^Irs Harridan, to whom the care of her youth 
had been unfortunately entrusted^ she believed 
that t^e main olgect in the life of a young wo^ 
man of rank, is to obtain an establishment beco- 
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mmg tbe ^giiil>y of her family. ^^ Men,"^ as that 
Midqiiated artificer of manners would often say 
to her papils, ^^ are all either mercenary or capri- 
cious ; and the daughter of a duke, if she is not 
rich, aod few of them are so, has no chanqe of 
marrying according tp her condition, unless she 
render herself interestii^ to the vanity of sudi 
noblemen as can i^ord to indulge their fancies in 
the choice of a wife.*^ Lady Augusta gave ere* 
dit to her precepts, and was their victim. 

It might have been thought, considering how 
soon it had been determindl that Lady Augusta 
was destined to be the bride of Lord Sandyfinrd, 
that Mrs Harridan would have relaxed in her ef- 
forts to form an artificial character, which, if she 
had possessed any true judgment of the world, 
she must have perceived could not fail in the end 
to exdte the aversion of the Earl ; but bar sy$> 
tern was neither to make homes happy nor wives 
amiable. She had an interest of her own to serve ; 
and actuated by the same mercenary motives as . 
die music-masters whom she employed, was only, 
solicitous about the effect which her pupi|3 might 
produce on their afpearance in society. The 
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eclat of a splendid general defKirtment she knew 
would redound to her own advantage ; and for 
this she neglected to cultivate those gentler gra- 
ces which constitute the true strength of female 
dominion. 

One thing, however, resulted from her system ; 
but perhaps it depended more en the eflfeet of in- 
£vidual feeling, than as a necessary consequence 
of the ^ted virtues which she so assiduously po- 
lished. 'The desire to obtain approbation quicks 
ened the sense of shaine, and gave it even a mor- 
bid acut^ness. To this feeling l«acty Augusta was 
nm^ously alive ; and where there is shame, there 
may yet be virtue. 

The day after Lord Sandyford came of age, 
the marriage was celebrated ; but before the ho- 
ney-moon had half waned, it was evident to the 
most cursory visitor, that his Lordship had im- 
Inbedsome secret cause of distaste against Ins beau- 
tiful bride, fiy the end of the third month, to 
the amassement of aU the world, he was wildly 
running the career of dissipation. 

The Dowager, his mother, was brokeir-hearted 
by this unexpected result, and her distress was 

g2 
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•onuoled in the usudl maamet fay ft nioober of ajan^ 
pathuing frisiids, n(tf All females, who, in their 
malicious consolatioii, often seHUurked, that, aft^* 
all, sooner or later, men wHl indemnify themselves 
for the restraints laid upon their youth ;. and that 
the good old yay .of letting yonngielhivs sow their 
.wild oats was evidently die best, as it was doubt- 
less the reralt of practical wisdmn and eqierience. 
/^ We therefi»e,r said these honourable person- 
Bg^ ^' do not deqMor yetrrf seeing Lord Sandy- 
ford pi^l t^, and turn, out a vecy shining^charac- 
ter.*" Nothing, however, was &rther firom the 
charity of their hc^s; and several yean, passed 
away, without any ttuug arising to make them 
doubt that his nm was izrelneTahle- 
^ In the saeanlime, no apparent change had taki^ 
place in the el<^gaiit depotrtment of the Countess. 
She was still radiant with beauty, .and the sjd^- 
jdour of her accomplishments was acknowledged 
through all the consteUations of ftsluon.. Qer 
prudence also received its due share of commfisi- 
dation ; for, notwithstanding the^^oigmatical ca- 
reer of her lord, 9he stUl preserved with, him the 
conjugal decorum of livQig under tbe same roof. 



^ Bttty except on those occaiaoi^ ifben it was ner 

eessary to^ exliftit iJie plate and hoc^tality of the 

ftmily^ they ficMoan met ; sdU mamtaimng, bow- 

^.e^er, towaidedie woild that well-fared redproctty 

mf dvility, which justified their aequaintance in 

addng them to the same pauses on the same 

* One nq|ht^ aa her Ladyship was retoming home 
rfiram theOpenh her eamage^in crossing firom Pica- 
cdSfy into Beridcy-Street, ita against a gentleman 
cwh» happened to be passmg at the moment, and 
.serioudy hurt him* The stranger was Mr Fer- 
sera^ one ef the most eiccentric orbs then above the 
horiaoB of fiuhion. This gentleman, in his youth, 
was ardent aadgenerous, quiek in his resentments, 
easily ' offended, and frank in his pardons; but 
therewas a versatility of humour about him, which 
.prevented. him fi^om making ftiends, and as he ad- 
vanced in life, the career which he ran tended to 
impair bis best qualities. The succession of an- 
xieties which he suffered tnm the turf and Ae 
hasnad[4able^ excited a fiklse appetite for acute 
sensati^ms, and all jfdeasures seemed to him^apid 
ttoit were not flavoured with a mixture of appre- 



t^fmiioii, aii4 mm tt danger. IfiBloHeasbttp. 
mifi^ his fyeimgBf aad iia «ucgmi wm « spoir ta 
Jiift infiitMUon* Tfab 4i8leiiiiieied ststft of caoEiM- 
Ji^^t h«4» m tJie period of vlnch we 8» gpenkiBg^ 
M«pedadegnMof6eiuqr; aiidaUhouglEmiAaii* 
nera theunhai^ aum conducted hiseuMtf like die^ 
g^ierality of tbe drde in wliidhi he moved, heiraa 
nb^eedy to^ed iHth madiiess. HiftiiuMBiey^kGw* 
«¥ei^.b9d m% menifested itself in mf itiBtctrtme of 
reiM^loible ^t^vegmce; but the omMlt of hb 
mmd and thoni^ta wexe ttoufaled aaimjiBMiiM^ 
end frequfisd; tenpeetnotts guflts, and wUrinikiia 
of wge and p«tfia% loged lam wiOi :a heiidlo]^ 
radmeit in hia pmmibiy whatenet tbey^ hfl^eaed 
to be; at «ftm» hovenrei^as heafttKbedpoMesiien • 
of his ebjiant, tbe paroxj»Qi immediBtely aubeidad^ 
and he foamd^ as it yjrs, and looked Doimd^aaJf' 
be (rtood vondfering at what oould have iaetigattd 
biia bile^ a»^ predpiteiaiMit and violence. 

Poriiig tiie petiod: th«the was oeafiaed to. kfe 
¥99111 b]r tibe aeeident> Lady Saadjislbid^ wkh^^wheai  
b^ bad no pi:eTionft aciqpiaiiysttijcey fiieqfaandgt «Mit 
t&iiiq|^^bm;'aiidtheeffi5et of thia natmai^ 
indeed vio^ t^ dreuowtaicesr) indispaiflible po- 
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' liiaacBs^ impbiid Inm vhb a fienetic mthusiagm 
QjPfpratitudetBnraidi her L«dy skip; inMUmeh, thai 
viwa he wiMin a oondteioii to mix again in twciety^ 
he sought her 0«t in all places irith an JjaapagiagB. 
ed zeal that belimged alike to his mental infirmity 
and his character ; and he was so open and dngu* 
lar in tihk> that he socm attracted th^ eyes of the 
wcnrld towards him. 

The Countess was a neglected wi& ; but such 
1^ been the pride of her carriage, that no man 
had eyer yentured to address her with one impro- 
per expression ; and such the sustained dignity of 
her d^porta&ent, thi^ no circumstance had yet ec- 
curved to require the slightest exertion of the latent 
powers of bar own mind* She was, howeyer, struck 
at la^ with the assiduities of Ferrers ; and liaying 
a distiiiet perception of the shattered state of his 
undfirstandingy instead of repelling or rebuking 
his pertinacity, she stooped, if the term may be al^ 
low^ with a compassionate condescenoon, which, 
c<»itrtftted with her usual cool and collected de» 

^ mi^anour, begot, surmises prgudidud to bar Ikk 
noto. These^ for a time, were only to be met with^ 
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« 

like nure ccnns that serve fixr counters, at the seleet 
whist-tables of the Fates of reputatiim ; bat at last 



they got into general dicuktkm among the smalt 
dumge of scsndal at the cfaib-houses. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



A PABAGBAPH. 



On the morning preeeding one of Lady Sandy- 
ford^s grand winter parties^ as the Earl waa sitting 
alixie in the library, after he had just finished his 
breakfast, and thrown himself, back in his chair, 
with his £eet on the fender, nursing such aimless 
fSmcies as float in the haase of an imagination cloud- 
ed by ennui, an incident occurred which precipi- 
tated the crisis of his conjugal disease. It was 
the custom of the servants in the hall to dry the 
wet newspapers with a smoothing iron, which not 
. only did the business expeditiously, but gave them 
the lustre of the hot-psess. It was also as regu- 
larly their custom to infonn themselves of what 
was going on in the world, before taking in the pa- 
pers to thdr master and mistress. By this^ a pa> 
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ragraph that pretty plainly accused the Count^sfi 
of infidelity was discoyered. In order to preserve 
peace in the house, it was su^estedby <meof the 
footmen that it would be as well to bum it out, as 
if by accident, with the smoothing iron. This was 
done, and the paper csxxied in to his Lordship. 

In this obliterating operation a portion, however, 
of the parliamentary proceedings was destroyed ; 
and litde interest as the Earl took in them, or in* 
deed in.any eairtfaly c&ac&tim&$ki, he covld not en- 
dure a disaj^i]itme&t ; the beD, in coi»9equ@(ie«, 
was rung sharply^ and anodic o^py of the paper 

The tone in which iMs command was delivet^ 
darmed the servant who received it, and he eofift- 
inumcated his opnion to his compaanons, that their 
master had certainly, notwidistanding their coif* 
trivance, made out some of the defaced paragraph,, 
and therefixre it would be M^ good as their plaees 
were worthy to e(]pivocate any more itt su^fa eii^ 
cumstanees; another paper was accei>cEbig)^ pro- 
cured^ and pr e s en t ed to his LoidsMp. 

There was ah air of ^nbanmssitfent Is tte ap* 
pearance of die feotman who eaftied if te, whidi 
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^t^n^k the keen eye of Ms master. He seemed to 
he^tate ims. he laid it on the table, and to linger m 
the romn ; insomudi, that the Earl ordered him 
tp retire. 

The interest whieh had been excited in reading 
the parliamentary debate had, daring this little 
interraptipn^ sobsided. Instead of taming to it 
again, his Lordship cardesdy allowed his eyes to 
irjysder orer the small talk in the fashionable de- 
pfuc^nent ; and the first paragraph that caught 
bis aM;enti0n was the one which alluded to the m* 
fid^Uties of Lady Sandyford. 

He read it twice oyer emphatically*--4ie rose 

&Wk his seat, and walked to the window — he then 

. returned, and read it again. Happening to glance 

(^er thepage, he saw that it was exactly on the back 

of the passage in the debate which had been faoxnt 

ovA, ^^ These rascals,^ he exdauned, ^^ are ac- 

. quwited with the guilt of thdr mistress, and it 

. was no. accUent that oocasioned the burning of 

Om other: paper,^ 

His first moYement was to call in the servants 
and question them on the subject ; but in the same 
moment he reacted on his own csrelewneBs as a 
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husband, and withdrew his band as it was streteh^ 
towards the belUpull — mortified with himself that 
the sense of honour should make him hedtate-to 
vindicate his conjugal rights. In this crisis the 
Countess entered, and his Lordship rising abrupt- 
ly, moved towards the door, as if he had resolved 
'not to speak to her ; but before turning the bdt, 
he paused and said, with an agitated voice, point- 
ing to the newspaper, ^^ Your Ladyship wiU fittd 
an interesting paragraph among the scsnddous in- 
uendos of the day ;"" and in saying these words,^ he 
hurried out of the room. 

The Countess hastily seiEod the newspaper, and 
on looking at the paragraph, suifisred an inexpres- . 
sible feeling of humiliation ; her pride was laid 
prostrate, and she sat for several minutes in a state 
of stupe&ction ; for she was conscious of never ha* 
ving been guilty of any levi^,^ and had taken no 
small merit to herselfi for the d%nity with w;hich 
she had endured, at first, the spleen, and subse- 
quently the negligence, of her lord.. In the course, 
however, of a few minutes,, she recovered h^ self- 
possession, and ringing the bell, directed cwrds to 
be instantly issued, to inform her firi^s that htr 
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m««leadidy for that night was deferred. With equal 
decision she at the same time ordered the carriage, 
'ond dro^e to Mrs Harridan^s, for the purpose of 
taking her advice. 

On reaching the residence of that lady, she was 
at once admitted by the servants ; but on entering 
the room where their mistress was sitting, she per- 
* Gctved by the cool cereimony of her reception, that 
Mrs Harridan was abeady acquaint^ with the fa- 
tal paragraph ; a shivt preface, in consequence, 
served to introduce the object of her visit 

^^ I hope,^ said Mrs Harridan calmly, ^^ that 
diere is^ no teal foundation for this slander ; but, 
at 9dl events, my dear Lady Sandyfoid, it is not 
an affiur in which I can with any jftapnety inter- 
fere. Besides, now that thii^ are so public, it 
. would be highly improper in me, consideri g my 
silufttion, wiA so many young ladies of rank un- 
der my care^ to be at aM seen in the tmciness. 
Sinrdy you have other firiends, more eiperi^ced 
inrsuch sort of misfortunes, to whom you can af^ly 
with mote advantage.^ 

The Countess looked at her with surprise and 
indignadeii, exdaimlng^ <^ Yoa speak as if I were 
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guiky ! You throw me from you as if I brought 
infection with me !^ 

^^ Far be it from me,^ said Mrs Harridan, in 
the same quiet polite tone, ^^ to suppose any such 
tUng ; but I am much too insignificant a person 
to tdce Ae rq>utation of the Countess of Sandy* 
ford under my protection.^ 

^^ I thought,^ cried her Ladyship, almost burst- 
ing into tears, ^^ that I might, in any distress, have 
apptied to you as to a mother;^ 

'< I trast,^ replicsd Mrs Harridan, *^ that wfaoi 
your Ladyship was under my charge, you always 
found me nlch, and your conduct then was certain- 
ly irreproachable ; but I cannot be responsible for 
the befaairiour of ladies after they have entered the 
world. In a word, should the result of this unfoN 
tunate business prove prejudicial to your Lady- 
ship, it will not be the first instance of the kind 
that has confirmed me in the prudence of a ruk I 
have long laid down, never to interfare in the con^ 
corns of my pupils after they have once left my 
house. I shall rejoice if your Ladyship is acquit- 
ted of the imputation, but I cannot put to hazard 
the chiffacter of my estMilisbment ; and it is there- 
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fore with profound pain I feel myself constrained 
to put an end to our intercourse.^ 

, The Countess was thimderstruck. She had ne« 
ver before been addressed in the plain language 
of a business-mind, sordidly considering its own 
interests, and pursuing them in contempt of all 
the sympathies and charities of social life. She 
rose from her seat, but tf^nbled- so much, that, 
unable to stand, she simk back in the chair, and 
gwve wcty to hep tears. H^ spirits, howeioer^ soon 
ralHed, ^ladiwiping'her'eyes, she returned abrupt- 
ly, to heit canriage, and'-di^ove directly home, where 
she dispatdied> a messenger fi>r the Marquis of 
Aroxm^, her flither. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



AN EXPLANATION. 



The Earl, on leaving the Countess, walked 
into the square, with the intention of going down 
to St JamesVStreet ; but for the first tune in his 
life he felt that indescribable embarrassment which . 
is so often mistaken for shame. He shrunk at the 
idea of meeting the eyes of his acquaintance, con- 
scious that they must have already seen the para- 
graph, and could not determine how he ought to 
act in circumstances so pamfiil and unexpected. 
In the hesitation which these reflections caused, 
he happened to recollect that Mordaunt, a college 
companion, whom he had not seen for severalyears, 
had left his card for him the day before, and he 
instantly resolved to go to his lodgings, and oon« 
suit him on the subject. Accordingly, instead of 
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^idkii^ down Bond-Street, he crossed into Ha- 
nover-Square, and by the back of St 6eoi|;e^8 
Church, went through the narrow passage lead- 
ing into Saville-.Row ; thus avoiding the great 
thorough-fares in his way to Sackville-Street, where 
his firiend lodged. 

. On reaching the house, and being informed 
that he was at home, he walked up stairs, un- 
announced, to the first floor. His appearance 
would have been n sufficient warrantry for this 
liberty to the servant who opened the door, even 
had his person not been almost universally known 
throughout the three fashionable parishes, and 
ejspecially in the vicinity of St Jameses Street. 
For, notwithstanding the dexterity and effect of 
dress and addi^s in the adventurous knights* 
of the order of expedients, there is still an ha- 
bitual and obvious source of superiority about 
the unquestioned gentleman, which all the vari- 
ous degrees of public servants intuitively recog- 
nize, and Tkone more quickly than the landladies 
and domestics of^lodging-houses^ even though the 
stranger should be fresh from the country, and in 
the newest gloss of a suit made on purpose for 
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the joumey to London, by some warshi^ul cbgm« 
tary in tbe corporation of ilieboroagh neatest his 
estate. 

His Lordship, on reaching^ tbe landing-pbu^, 
flung the drawing-ioom door carelessly opto* 
Mordaunt at the moment was writing, and b^g 
distnxbed' by the nonchalanee of this intrusion, 
raiaiNl his eyes hastily, and did not at the &f8t 
gfamce cecognize, in- the pale attenuated elegance 
of the man of fiwhion, the imce vigorous mi 
handsome rival of his boldest exercises. In an in* ^ 
stint, however, he discovered who he wiis, and 
starting firom his seat, took the Earl wannly by 
the hands. His Lordfibip enduted the heartiness 
of the dbuble shake fifr a few seconds with evi« 
dent pleasure, but ashamed to shew the sendlnli- 
ty that he felt, he abruptly pulled his hands awAy , 
and shook his fingers, as if they were tkt^&Big 
with the squeeze, saying, ** I wish the gods had 
§^ven you dryads and fauns hoofifer hands; you 
have positively bruised my fingers to jeQy.^ 

The manner in which this was said, had a ^^ 
di»!ice of affectation in it, whicb strudc disagree-' 
ably on Uie ear of Mordaunt, and he looked fer a 

12 
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mmsi^m of Us grielid^ wiAb.n sl^rwg fisdii^ of ^ 
diditppoiBi'ljpiteiit tad compassion ; hvA his kinder, 
diqH^sitioii'x^tuite^ ^{^ him, and be exclakned^. 
f^ iJeavensJ : Sandyfprd? .lyhat an «l|:^?ed bdbdg T 

H& Lfifrddbip) .svlljb a dcpOnatgiCdolnesd^ in the: 
im%e i»^isk^t exwxiki«d M eiufioii^y fi^nn.. 

lu^ t0; foot, and ; with. lnn:le$^ 'said, 

". Tb«5e JiKOjdlies aiie.die.gisenrth of nocturnal reat» 
that hiie is gadkered from the monung sun^^ andt 
that atr!9»gtb fimm many a atuUde £eld and mile 
at hiU mA. dal^-^UpQn my haacto^ IMbrdaimt, 
you vase ^e mi^st perfect petsonifieatEUin of th^ 
Weqwugifrof a eoamtty life I hasre ev^ ae^-^ab^f 
splutdy a rural allegoiy—- ApoUo fresh from the. 
fiedbs :a£ Peiiei«k%^He then ipaosed in his rgil. 
lery^ $uid..tal»ng;HoidauiBl^^ with the sineerit^of 
thtdr old friendship, by the hand, added, ^^ I can^i 
not esptm» hi>w ddK|fht6d. I $m to seeuyou, and 
to see you ibxm'^ 

^^. AoA^ you tlma, fiaadylblid)^ replied Mor^ 
dawt» teeoUectiiig the,bright es^ectaiicNis iirhich 
had coc^ heemdieriahed of hia friend.^ 



v 
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^^ I am indeed not sur{niBed diat yen should be 
somewhat disconcerted, for I believe that I am a 
little spectrish ; and it is certam tiiiat I have been 
long thought no more,^ said his Lordshipw 

There was a d^;ree of sensibiKty in die man- 
ner in which the latter part of this saitence was 
expressed, that vibrated to ^ generous heart of 
Mordaunt, and, without juiswering, he drew the 
Earl to a seat, and resumed hb own cbmr at Ae 
table. 

^^ Buty" said In» Lcnrdsl^ ga%9 '^ these thii^ 
must not be thoo^t of in these ways. Whj^ 
may the business be that has^ brought you to 
town, from thopeaeeM shad^Syaod &e iniioeaipe' 
of the groves ?^ 

Mordaunt, equally desinnis to change the con- 
versation, which he saw troutded his Loidship^ 
said, " Matrimony.'** 

^^ You are indeed a bold f^]low, to reo^fiare on 
a town-bred wife,^ cried the Earl; " I redly^ 
thought that the simple race of the swfaias b&d 
been extinct ; particularly, as tbe poets hav« o£ 
late given them up, almost even in the way of 
rhyme. But you surprise me, — ^who is the CUoe, 
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tint m^ eaffi more used to the sbimd of bells 
and the rattUng of wheels, than totha smgrngJoS 
Upds or of falling, waters, has captivated die g^n« 
tie Damoni''^ 

^^ MatleM' ase not quite so pastond w^ us as 
fhtft,^ Kftiod Mardaimtu ^^ The nymph is m 
cdd aoqui^itaaGe of yourown) JuMa BeMiehgmp.^. 

'^ The beaulafid JBlia P esdaimedr U&I^ofdK 
sh^ wiiii-imaSicled eimaion^ le^oUeetbig that he 
had not seen- her sbice Mei o^«n4B^t0d mairiage.;. 
but he suppressed the' r^uemhrance) aaid. said 
voth anJniatwwiy ^ Theiidthfttl loves then do stiU 
ireside among the sylvan bowers.^ — ^But thas.pby^ 
4d faaqrriifiBory a^Bon jjXtotmpa^ and present- 
ed tfae^imige a£ I^y Sasidyi^nrd, in tfaate^w* 
isg^ befKU^ wUbh had^fiast ehanaeii his j^outfaM 
a ffi Boti ana, wjhfn fae.heldd her in the graeea of. 
heK wgm yeiM^ boundi]^ like the fasm^ aoddK} 
t&ec sliil*ly/geDve» that ctorotind Ac^ vei^cmble 
megnifloenofe^ ofi her. laiiceertenA b<Hi9te» ^ ■cc ilit ijastedr 
wiikthe eonditipn int^ "wbidii she bad ftftsn^ and 
hetodieaiy^ paiisadiy aAd> i^apoak^ so^q Iii»i»ii45 



. ^^You axe i]idis|KM(ed^ Snidyftfdfr--^hat is:tb9 
inatter ?"" «a|d M((»rdaimj| maowlj. 
.. ^^ I am oaly tblidringr . \ replitpd Ills Xodh^p^' 
<^ that diere camiQt be a fitter mooieiit £fm.mmtt 
mumcatuig sQUie notion of the ca!m£bttfr>of la^tiie^^ 
OEiony, than whea a man. is on the Teigeof iihm 
frecipice— Pfihaw !— I must speak out^-^Y^ou am 
h&te^ Mordaunt, at that moment of all my Mfein- 
which I stand most in need of a fii^dd— na fidend 
such as you. are.-f— Hare you .heard .any thiai; 
about Lady Sandyfoid ?^ 

^' My Lord T cried Moordaunt^ an. extreme lUBn 
tonishment* ^^ 

'' The hipse of the Countess,"^ CGnlinufid hia 
Lordship^ ^^ affects me litde; but) aceovding to 
the maxims of that old raseal, the World, tb& fan* 
sin6si$ has become so^ public, that I must iabcxfne. 
Notlung is bad in London, ao long as it is un« 
known, and this affair is so notorious, that it. ia 
very bad^^O, shockingly bad. But do not liaten 
to me with such a look of strange wonder'««-asto- 
nishment ia now quite oW>lete, nobody sutanila 
to do any thing so simple. Do assume a virtoe> 
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though ybu hdye it not, or Itbo shoU'lbarget my- 
self. In a wordy Mcndsimtj I had not been long 
Blamed' when I duHCprerad diat Lady Sandyford 

^>**ihe heart.^ 

<^Who is die o^oear ?^ md Mozdaimt, enw 
phaticidty. 

" Pray donH be so tragical, I beg yim wotft,'' 
eried the Earl, to disguise his own emotuni. ^^ Yon 
iKmdder this affahr too sentimentally. BeHeve 
me, I have been long indifferent about the wo* 
man. I wish but for a good reason to be well rid 
;of her society— 4ny respect for her family, as % 
shall of eomse say to the world ; but to deaLm<»re 
pbuoly wttb^yim, my own eonduct will not allow 
me to do more. Besides^ the disgrace of a public 
.exposure wnuld bt«sk the proud heart of her fa* 
jiher, nor can I make money by the dishonour of 
my wife" , 

His Lordship then proceeded to tell his friend, 

that, soon after his marriage, he <£scoTered that 

• tlie whole mkid of.Lad^ Sandyfosd was bent on 

the figure whkdi she hei»elf would make in so- 

ciety, by which she had disgusted his feelings. 
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and embittered Ins existence. That, gmng wayto 
-the poignaaicy of cBsAppointment, he had nuSted 
into the foffies of the town^ wUdi, however, kii. 
ffitead b£ Blleviating the ii!ksaDKnes8 &£ fak condi- 
tion, only exasperated his reflections^ and fcbsfve 
•him, villi redoubled frensy, into a &esh career of 
dissipation ; during which the Countess puam^ 
*Qer own triumphant self*exhihifeidn, msA reached 
(the sunmiit of her amIStibns vanity. 

^^ I thought,"" aaod his OLdrddqp, <^ thtt piMe^ 
if not virtue, wtmid, however, hs>9«^r6siffved Jni^ 
lint sl^ has filHen ; md, as in afi rimihtr oiMI, 
the husband is amotg the iast that hears the 
news."" '■ 

He then related the inddent of the'bwnt mH- 
'paper, and the paragraph. 

Mordaunt agreed, tliat fiioai so pvH^ t sktlM^ 
':staiiee, tb^:e aiudt b^ some grounds Ibr the sm^ 
cion, and recommended that the servahts ehoodd 
be examined. 

" But,"" 811^ the Earl, ^ even wtoe «he gtdlty, 
X do not meto to instittrte any ^reeess fbr « &- 
' vorce. Your head, however, is cooler than mine, 
I will be guided by you."" 
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"Ah, Bay I-owl •'' cried Mordaunt, " do not 
«ay to me that you can reg^d with indifference 
dbe miflfoftones, far less the dishonour of a beau* 
tifid woman, to whom you were at one time iso 
pasftionately attached/^ 

AAer -some further conversation, it was arran- 
ged that .Mordaumt diould inunediately go to 
Xiady Saadyfonl^ and that the Earl should, in the 
sieantiine, reioam in Sackvffle-Street, and wait the 
sesult^theint6i>view. 

WiiSe jyioidattnt waa absent on thia interesting 
snission^ his Lorddop sat fixr scane time jfeviewing» 
/frith no favourable construction to himsetf, the 
rapid per£tion of so many years of the best jKnr- 
4ksi of his life. In liie course of this rechoning, 
he blamed himself still more than in the morning, 
for the padpitaaey wkh wMeh he had, in a tem- 
porary fit of spleen, endeavoured to cancel the af- 
fection which he had cherished for his lady, and 
the folly of casting himself so thoroughly away, 
on account of a disappointment which it would 
have been more manly to have mastered. •* But,'' 
said he, " it is never too late to mend, and the 
sooner I begin the change the better.'* 
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In the same moment he seated himself at Mor- 
dmmf 8 table> and ^mrote a note to Mr Vdllum, le- 
questing him to bring, on the fi>llowing moitusgy 
a statement of his affairs. This was requisite^ in 
order to enable him to ribgahite his generositjr, 
^th respect to a settlement on the Countess ; and 
it was aiso required with a Tiew to his own fiitoie 
conduct. For he was well aware that he had 
deeply encumbered his estates, and that bdforehe 
could enter upon a new course c^fife^ it weidd be 
necessary to abridge the prodigality of Ms house- 
hold. The wii^g of this note to Ins Solieitor 
was, pediaps, die oody decisive step he had taken 
fer a number o£ years, and he felt, whcm k wm 
done, something anakgous^ to that glow of isatia- 
faction, enj<^ed l^ the strong or the bold aftar a 
«ucceiteful estertion of strength and d^ctegdty . 
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CHAPTER XXI 



AN EV1ENT. 



* When ike Countess, afti&r her rettim from M*s 
Harridany had sent for the Maiquis her father, 
<0ur hero had occasion to caU<at Sandyford-Hotise 
^m^ Mr Vellum. Her Ladyship haying inad* 
▼ertendy ^ven no orders to be denied, he iNus 
«heim in to the room i4iere die happened to be 
iihm sMng. A^ visit from Andrew-^wiU' little in 
aecordanee irilSi the stitooSf har feelings ; but she 
received him as Usual; he soon, however, disco- 
vered that something was the matter, and said, 
" Fm thinking, my Leddy^ it%i no vera-oonveid- 
ent for me to be here) so 111 juet gch Awm sti ance 
-—but I hopeony Lord'^s wed, and that it^s no ony 
ihii^ anent him Ihat^s fadiing your Ladyship.^ 
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The publicity of a newspaper^ paragraph, and 
the familiarity with which Andrew was treated, 
removed any delicacy that might otherwise have 
been felt by the Countess on the subject, and she 
replied, " No ; stop where you^e,'* and she th» 
explained Ihe ^use of her anxiety. 

" Really I dinna wonder ye're vext,'* said oiir 

hero ; " but every body kens the newspapers live 

by the decking o^ lees ; and I think, before you 

^ my X^^rif^^ them eiUi^ credit ^r cons6qu«i|ioe, 

it wotild be as weel to sift the truth 0% Pm, as 

ye ken, my Leddy^ but. a sovice; hows^oeyi^, 

4i]^s I m^ be o' a spark ^ ub^ in thi« ; iSo FH 

^ 9X tl|e bottom ^ the cbeb^ ^ it b^ ibr nae BM^ir 

-thi^ to 9hew my gratitade^fiir the greiU^ oe^vili. 

tiea that I ^n l^holden for, batth toyoixr Lo^ 

dyship ^nd niy Lord,"" apd he instantly rose to gp 

-away, ^ayi9g9 jocularly, ** Keep a good lieart, my 

Leddy^ a foul lie is no sp durable as pock mark, 

jkt (;an be digh^fd <#.'' 

'^ Xnie,. but dke Btain it leaves beUadi'^ sfdd 
\m I^a^shi^y with a sigh. 

.^^ A snuff o' tobacco about stfviQS \ y^ur JLeddy- 
ship"'s character's no a.gasize gown or a worm web, 
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to be sjMuIt ^tli a spittle, or ony other foul thing 
out of the month of num.'^ And in saying these 
words, lie took his leare with that customary bob 
of ^ head, which s^yed all the purposes of a 
gxacefidbow. -*?' 

Themom^Eit that the Countess mentilttied the pa- 
rages^, he had recollected that there was a young 
man in one of the newspaper offices, of the name 
of Nettle, of w^m he had some slight acquaint- 
amee ; and it occurred to him that tiyr hig meana 
he might be able to reach the aixthor of the "sloi^- 
der« This Nettle had been educated with a view 
to the pulpit, but his disposition being loose and 
aatnical, his &the9r sent him to study the law un- 
der John Gledd* At the end of his apprentice* 
Aipf Nettle, according to the practice of the pro- 
fessibn, went to Edinburgh, to complete his stu- 
dies in the <^ce of a Writer to the Signet, where 
lie mingled with the swann of minor wits that in- 
fest the Parliament-House, and being naturally 
clever, acquired a taste for polite literature, and 
sharpened his talent for satire. He possessed an 
amusing and lively fanc^*, — indeed, so lively, that 
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ecorning his laddy^ Aefihalk in Uce to 1»eed a ter- 
rible gtnUBIASll.^ 

Netde wns mstantaiieottfily simltea with the 
honrora of a pmsecutum fo » libel, sod the sati* 
ricikl tnirtlifiiliiess widi which he had recaved 
Andrew, was turned into anxiety. 

<< Indeedr he exchumed, '' whatis it? wiiae 
has it been about ? in what paper ha* it wpp^at* 
edr 

^' Z oiti teD you naethsng o^ a*^ ihat,^ said Aa» 
drew ; ^^ bat I wotdd gie a plack and a baWbcb to 
ken the anihor. Noo, Mr Nettle, as jfTke ac- 
^pudnt wi'* a' the jool»rj^«ooker]r of. newgmdbing^ 
I thonghtthat aihKas ye^ in aciq[ttdtf to tlmw 
ione light on the sohfeet"^^ 

Nettle was alarmed and disconcerted. It was 
of no less importance to him, that the object of 
onr heroV vicdt shonid be concealed firom his own. 
prindpals, than that the author should xemam 
unknown to the offended parties. 

^' But are ypu siire,. Mr Wylie,^ said he, ^ that 
the paragraph allyded to applies to Laiif Sandty-^ 
ford?' 
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'^ It surely does th«t,^^ replied Andrew, ^^ or it 
would nae bae been bo kentspedde*^ 

Nettle requested Andrew to wsit till he covdd 
#nd die fip&tj to look at it, Init in reality to gam 
a few TirinnteB for oonsidandon. 

^^ The paragraph is, I «ee, in our piqier,^ said 
Nettle^ retncaing with the paper in his hand; 
'^ but it does not apply to Lady Sandyford. It 
can only have beeea supposed to aUnde to her 
Ladysiup, fay having followed the acoount of the 
prqpaasdJeais fer her «ssembily.^ 

Andrew, on looking at it, saw that this expla* 
natiott was feanUe ; indeed, that, without the 
context, it was a recy harndess pas^piiniMle; and 
he observed, ^^Bttt it^s be^a an awfa'* mistake, 
Mf Nettle. Is there no a poflsilBlity of an expla. 
nation r 

^< O yes," ejied Nettle g«fy. Believed ttmi hSm 
apfireiiensions, by percediri]^ the harmless nature 
of the pari^aph vhen considered hy itself; and 
aware, that if the matter shoold erer eoeiieto any 
legd issue,it would bein his <power to plead the ad^ 
Yertisemental aeeount of the piepamtions, by pro« 
ducing the original pap^ £rom which it was taken, 
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arguing that tHe paragraph was a s^arate 
and distinct communication — '' O yes,^ he ret 
plied, *^ it is easy to remoye entirely l^e ixapre^^ 
aion produced by this mistake 4 but, Andrew, ye 
should know that folks in London cannot afford 
their time for nothing; and that characters, like 
Other things, when they are bought must be paid 
for.^ 

" Very true, Mr NettLe,*" said our hero drily ; 
^ and when th^ axe stolen, the tfakf maim not 
only make restitution, but may be made to suffibr 
punishment.^ 

Nettle 'lookiBd at Andrew, incredaloi» to his 
own ears, not having previously dHtceived Um 
possessed of any such acuteness ; aipid Ms newljf 
recpvered self-possession was completely overset^ 
when Wylie added, " I fear and doobt, Mr NeW 
tie, that ye ken mair about this than ye let <m; 
and I would eoundl you, . as a frien\ to put yeinr 
9hou]der to the wheel,, and get .out o^ the.mirei 
and on ycmr way rejoicing, wi' £ the. speed ye 
dow. For if tbere^s to be ony compcnmdUig about 
this Uack job, it will hae to come £rae yma side 
«-4)ut I. say naffthing. My bettera will judge for 
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ikeaaAveB. If you hae htewed gttd« yiH, yeH 
drink the beiteiw-A lie^s a Ke ony hoo, Mt Net^ 
de ; and a leddy o^ quality^fl name is' no ta be 
Uottod ir¥ newspapera^ ink wT impunity ; so yell 
just comport yoursel, Mr Netlle, as ye think 
light.'' 

Thereporter^ fiidEmg he had not the simpleton 
to deal with that he had supposed-— for his first 
idea was, that. the Countess might he wiHing to 
pay handsosnely for an eflectoal contradiction of 
die danderrr-^e changed hbtnne, and said, '^You 
have misunderstood die, Mr Wyfie ; all I meant 
.was, Aat, befoe. this unfortunate mistake gets into 
the other papers, IcouldbymyinftieDoestopit; 
hut, as it must he at amnie expenoe tothein, and 
Joss of time to me, I trust it will he considered*^ 
. ^ Considiered?'^ died jour herc^ indignantly ; 
f^ a flail to the Lntfaeron^s fausdies. Mr Netde, 
I suspect and beKoYe that.your hanVno dearo^ 
Ae cooon o^ this warL Get it wash't — get it 
irasb\ or it:may be dried vi' a hempen toweL^ 

And so. saying, be left the oflSee, where the 
astonished Nettle, who had n0t deemed him many 
degrees above idiocy, stood enchained to the spot 
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No time, hdwev^, was to be lost. In ibe ^owae 
of die briefest space poss3>l<$, Nettle was toand 
4o aH ihe bttk&c oiBces, and .got^ the acandalrnot 
oaly strangl^but evenpaifagiaphs inaected, irfdcB 
had the^ffisct:of tsrniBg the sn^cibii) «o.|Kxiiit- 
ed against Lady Sandyford, entirely in anodier 
diitectbiL Buttohet^hoveiffer) themiscbkfwas 
dcme. 

The busineas, im which Andsew had been «eiii 
to Sandyfibtd4iouse» was nat of ^ny very pseedng 
importance, and he was sensftile dHit he had aL 
i«ady greatly exceeded hitf time ; but ednfident 
thai the sernoe in which he was engaj^ woiid 
excuse a mnch gxeater trespass, instead of goag 
from the newspaperwoffioe to Mr Yellmn^s duon* 
bens, he went direotfy back to- Saadyfnd-louse, 
and reached the door at die same :dnie with Mor- 
4ftunt, who, sUghdy glueing at his iniigniicant 
appearance, legacded hiin « some tradeamanls 
messenger, and was noit a Ittde sorj^rised when he 
was ushered, along with himsctf, into the library. 
The Countess was up slairs widi her father. 

^^ You bek»^ td the &mily, I pvemune ?^ said 
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^ coiimary g^dftmml, ^A an aeceffit cf interro- 

'^^ I ietraia jusl; wy ithst,^ was Aacbew's ansmrer 4 
^^ Imt Fm concienied for them.'^ 

M(»edaxnatt knew not what to tlmik of iiis com- 
panion, and looked at him for a moment with an 
espre&don of the most :]&effidble B&m ; but the 
.oddity of Atidrew^« appearance abnoat iuetaaattljr 
lafevensed Shi^ fediil|fs. 

. Wb^e iheyswexe t]iii$ (eaiitverdmg^ -tl^ Marquis 
of Ayonside^s carriage, which had driven round 
the square^ drew up at the door, and immediately 
after his Lordsiiip handed the Countess in, and 
taking his place befi^e her, was instoHtty conh 
yef ed home. The servants 'in the haU were at 
no loss to guess ike motives and colB^letisn tif 
lliis proceeding ; and one of the footmen, as $oon 
as the carmge had left the house, infcoioed Mor- 
^aunt of what had taken place. Andrew, on hear- 
ing tMs newd> xeoollected the old pro^rb^ that 
no good was ever got by meddling betweeot man 
and wife ; and prudently resolved to escape im- 
roediatdy from die scene of acli(m. 

" Will ye, siis'' said he to Mordaunt, " be 
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pleated to teU ayXord, thi^t Andrew Wjrli^ wafii 
at the nevipaper-office^ and fimnd out tbere tbit 
the whole tot of the stoiy about my Ltddy^ ^ok- 
paw, is just the dishmaclaTer of a nnsleart re- 
porter, and he ueediia &8h fainisel any laiur about 
it." ... 

^^ May I ask, sir," said Mordaunt, suj^sing 
that Andrew belonged to some of the newspa- 
pers, which at that time were chiefly in the hands 
of Scotchmen, '^ with what paper you are con- 
nected?" 

** Me connectit with a newspaper f— Na, na, 
sir ; Vm of an honester tirade — Fm learning to 
be a writer wi^ Mr. VeHmn, a very respectable 
solicitor in Lincoln'*s Inn. Only I hae been do- 
ing a bit job between han*s for my Leddy." 

Mordaunt was still more at a loss than ever to 
comprehend the office and character of our hero, 
and would have entered into a conyersation with 
him more particularly relative to the newspaper ; 
jmt Andrew was aj^rehensive that he had abready 
gone too fiir with a stranger, although, by the 
manner in wluch Mordaimt conducted himself to- 
wards the servants, he perceived that he coiosi- 
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dered himself on terms bf intimacy with their mas^ 
ter. Under this impression, he therefore moved 
hastily to the door, ^thout replying to a question 
ctmceming the paragraph ; and, with a curious 
and aigpuficant look as he turned the bolt, said, 
•** I wish you a vera gude morning.'" * 
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CHAPTER XXir. 



NEGOCIATION. 



When the Earl was informed by Mordaunt, 
that the Countess had left Sandyford-Jiouse with 
her father, he immediately returned home, accom* 
panied by his &i«id. Soon after this Sir Charles 
Runnington called ; and, on being shewn into the 
library, where they were still standing, he made a 
low and very formal bow to the Earl, and then 
stated that he was commissioned by his noble 
friend, the Marquis of Avonside, to inquire what 
his Lordship had to allege against the conduct of 
Lady Sandyford. 

The Earl, as well as Mordaunt, was puzzled 
by the narrow and almost technical ground which . 
the Marquis had taken ; but his Lordship re- } 
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plied^ ^^ The Countess hendf best knows for 
whal season she has quitted her home.^ 

*' Upon that point,^ said Sir Cfaadt&Rimai^^ 
ton, ^ I have no instructions.^ ^ 

'' Then,"" axed the Earl, AxrpLy, ^ the 
Answer I can return is, let her Ladyship 
wbat she wishes me to do, and it shaU be instant 
done.'** ^^ 

'^ If I tqiderotood Lord A^onside dearly,"^ an* 
swered Sir Charles, ^^ he is oveise to jmtf tasmal 
separation ; and the Coui^tess is not in a cqnA'^ 
Aoa at present to come to any determination.^ 

" Every thing rests with heiaself,^ said Lord 
Sandyford, with ^notion. ^^ I have nodimg to 
desire^ but that she may find more happiness else*, 
where, than I fear she has done with me. I casi-t 
not at this moment say, what it is in my power to 
allow her for a separate establishment ; but to^ 
morrow I shall. Assure her that ^ He could 
say no more, but bowed to Sir Charles, and left 
the room. 

'^ This is a most unfortunate affair,^ said M or- 
daunt. 
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. ^^ But not unexpected, I nndeistaiidf^ Tepliedr 
Sir Charles ; ^^ her Jliadydhip^s faiQily bwrd lesif 
boeu Airare.ef her situation.'" 

^* Indeed r cried Mordawii; ^* Bod how im 
it dial Sttidyford was mrf&: infonned? T^o is 

:^^ Paramour T exdatmed Sir Charles, irith ia-/ 
^pnation. ^^ This is adding crueltjr and inmilt 
to.jfch^nix^lgs which she has dreadynsiiiflfefttii^ 
Lcsrd San^ord knows that there ia na;guStica& 
h^ par^;;8li^ has long been tbe idctim of'hisl 
n^Iigcineei «|4 her rfipuMMm is Uaated hy th^ 
oo^equences."" 

'' This is dxewSm T ciied Moi^bunt '< Bo 
yon mean: to 9%y>.th«t althmagh tho ten#f of her 
conduct has be^ so noitorious as to beeomelhe 
game of a newspiiper pasquina^ thai her husbfind 
is entirely to blftme F , - 

<' Sir,": replied Sir Charks, formaHy,'' I did 

not come from myoiohle ftiend, her fathex^ to e»« 

ter into any oontroTersy on the suligecL Thft 

Earl agrees to a s^paralion ; ^and fif<»n;hifi fcntmii 

character, I doubt not the airangement w2Dt he 

3 



ieuf however^ that I hare been swpriMd at hk 
fmotioa ; he i^eemed much Doupie a&cted than I 
cottld previously haro iini^(iiied.^ 

^^ The chasaoler of my fiifiiid i% I ftadt not well 
knowii,"" said Mordaunt ; ^^ but I hcqpe the sepi- 
intion will not be ftiaL"" 

^^ After what has talcen plaoe, and the exf^ 
mmoB they hare had of ieach other, it iM the besf 
tkiag that caa now hip|^^ r^^died Sk Charlee* 
f ^ Bat Us l4»idilHp will no doubt feel that it ii 
dne to Ina owii honottr toinvestigato the newqM* 
per cidiimny, and to bear testimony to his oonn6> 
tilm of bis ii^of ed lady^s innooenoe.^ 

^^ Is there M tJiaawe of oiir bmg «Me to ikQjm 
» areeoQeiliation if she is i^noeent ?^ 

/^ I wiU tate no 'pflirt in any i^ipos^^aog biirnp^ 
tb^t for its olg^ct^'' iaid ^ Cha»ie9. ^'Mynofaie 
SieBd tht Maif ui& asssoea vie that Lady Sandys 
£pisd IB eMof the woiat used wtVi^ m the worbl 
1 rejty <m his Loird^p*a honcw Md»^€|prity fof 
Ae«niih c^tha sfeaim^t( wA'wkik lb^ 'mpft» 
mi9x I abeuld deem n^adf ima*kirik»fl ^ere I tn 
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reiDCAiim^iid any liibg so derdgatory as the 
sure you suggest.^ 

Sir Charles then left the room, and' MovdatAf 
went to the Earl in his own apartment. 

Sir Charles Runningt<m was a pofilieal adhe- 
rent of the Marquis of Ayonside, tAid had been 
employed in seyeral diplomatic missions, in which, 
it was said, he shewed great self-command, and 
upheld the d^nity of his sovereign with aS pro- 
jniety, but none of his missions ever were suedess- 
fiil. The parliamentary adversaries of the Mar- 
quis said, that thi^^ was owing to his inability to 
understand the spirit of his instructions ; but it 
could never be shown, that in any one instance, he 
&A not adhere, with a most surprtiEteg conslaancy, 
to the letter. Besides this pditical connexion, he 
was related to the Countess by her mother ; on 
wludh account, the Marquis had requested his in- 
terference. But althoi:^ no man could wdil be 
reaBy less quaBfied to manage any ailair of de- 
iicacy to a favourable and conciliatory issu^ Sir 
Cliatles possessed many external attributes, wlaA 
may be tefmed the minting of a geBtleinan---«be 
marks which designate Ibe coin, but convey no 
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iiet^ of the intrinmc value imd purity of the metal. 
He was grave, and fair spoken!— precise in his lan- 
ipiage, erect in his carriage, neat in his dress, and 
his hair always powdered and arranged exactly in 
the sa^e nuomer as he wore it when first introdu- 
ced at Court* 

On returning to iise Marquis^ he gave his Lord- 
' ship a very drcumstimtial account of what had 
taken place with the Earl, and also of what had 
passed with Mmlaunt. 

Although this report was the |>recise truth as 
far as it went, yet it conveyed no idea of the man- 
ner in which his Lordship had been affected ; and 
even what was said, sufiered in the repetiuon, l^ 
the c(dd medium through whidi it was.conVqrod* 

The Marquis was, in. some, points of character, 
not unlike Sir Charles, but he was older ; and 
what was precision in the one, approaching to pe- 
dantry, was sedate pomposity in the other. The 
accident of happening in die outset of life to be 
succesiAil in the manjqgement of sbme of those 
triflk^ pariiamentary matters that the mfaisfers 
of the day are in the praetioe of aaaigiuBg to the 
hereditary suppovt^s of govemmeBt, he was taken 
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wkh tfae coneeit of bcioK a stateflmeii. In thed^ 
liberfttioRs oS ^e fleaate he always lode a party 
and talfeed long, aad nad as little to the purpose 
as any other speaker on either side of the House^ 
But notirithstaadk^ the psosmg inefficac^ of las 
pabHc conduct, he was upon the whole what is 
called a steady character— 'Uniformly voting with 
e^ery successive batch of ministers^ wA never ask- 
ing more than a reasonable shase tX ofiSdal pa- 
tronage. In private life he was {Minotual and hs* 
nouraUe; and ah^oi^h he never said a witty 
thing, nor understood a wise <»ie^ he posses^sed 
many of the most respectable traits in tile domes* 
tie character of an English noUemiB. It is need- 
lese^ however, to add, that he was nevetthelsss not 
at ail fitted to act the prudentest part in the p^cu^ 
liaaities of his daoghter'^s situation. 

He commixnicated to the Coont^s a fwth&l ac- 
count 4xf what had passed ; but his nmr^diive wa^ 
still more deficieiit in ccmvejnbig fli^arue in^pressi^ 
of what had taken ]dbce, than eve» ^h^ of ^r 
Chalks ; insomuch, that her Ladyship^s humitia* 
don wiss greatly angmented to find that her hus* 
band was seenragly^ asitifp«aredt9her>soglad 



to lie lid of her on ber own tsnns. Ske satd, how^ 
ever, noihing, tmit foquMted to be left idone ; sad 
the moment that her &ther had redred, she gave 
Tent to her fedings in long cdntmued weeping. 
This greatly reHeved h^ mkid, and she waid abfe 
afterwards to reflect cahnly on her situation. She 
recalled to mind some of those iaadTertent sar« 
easms in which the Earl first manilested his dis^ 
like of her passion for what he called self^xhibi* 
tion, and the artificial equality of her manners, 
which he sometimes peevishly derided as hypo- 
<!risy ; and she was sensible that there must have 
been some error in her system, since it had fatkd 
to interest, or rather since it had served to dis- 
gust, the only man whom she really cared to {dease. 
The behatiour, too, of Mrs Harridan, had taught 
h^ also an important lesson. In the course of 
thdr short interview that morning, the sordidlaess 
of her art had been so plainly disclosed, l&at itne* 
oessarily produced a deep and a resentftd impres* 
^on. Lady Sandyford could not disguise to ber^ 
self the practical illustration which it affinrded of 
those maxims which she had been instructed to 
respect as ihe essential principles of fashionaUe 
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kfe, as if there wore any thing iiifasluoiii dutt could 
be at variance with the ties and dbarms which con^ 
stitute the cement of sociely. 

The conflict of these reflections had an inime> 
diate eiFect on her Ladyship^s mind ; and from 
that hour, she resolved to act another part, more 
agreeable to hei^ own original nature and charac^ 
ter. The rock was indeed now struck; and the 
stream that was to spread freshness in the desert 
of her wedded life, began to flow. 

Her first inclination was to return immediately 
home to her husband, and express to him frankly 
what she thought and suffered i but this a false 
pride prevented her from doing, even while fehe 
confessed to herself that she had been too rashly 
induced by her father to abandon tbe conjugal 
roof 

The Marquis wisis obliged, or rather so felt him- 
self, to attend the House of Lords that evening ; 
he was indeed anxious to take a part in the debate, 
chiefly to shew how lightly he considered the de- 
rogatory predicament in which his daughteir hail 
been placed. Sir Charles Runnington was at the 
same time instructed by his Lordship to go round 



NEaOCIATION. 199 

i|t# <^b-lioiifles in St Junes^ft St]:eety in oider to 
u^S)rm the most difitingtiished male gossipe of those 
fratemitieg, that the se{»arati<m of the Earl and 
Countess of Sandyford, so &r &om being occasion- 
ed by my imputed guilt on the part of her Lady*- 
ship, was sought by herself^ and advised and sane- 
lioned by her father. ; 

When the Marquis return^ in the ev^^g, fa^ 
found, the Countess alone in the drawing-room, 
comparatively at hj^r ease* and attended by Flounc^, 
lier own maid. As he had made what he deemed 
aa able,cipeechf although it contained neither fact 
nor argument to illustrate the expediency of the 
mea«%e he endeavoi^ed to advocate^ he was on 
.excellent terms with himseM^ and oomplimeiit^ 
the Coiintess on the fortitude widi whiqb she s«»- 
tained herself. But instead of replying to him in 
the same strain of good humour, she briefly told 
him that she was arranging with Flounce to quit 
London next morning ; and that it was her inten- 
tion to go at^nce to Elderbower, the seat of the 
dowager Lady Sandyford, her mother-in-law. 

*^ Is your Ladyship of a sound mind in this de- 
termination ?'^ exclaimed the Marquis, in his ora- 
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taricil manner. ^^Doyeaneteacfoatyoaafmififb 
a most mirelcoiiie recepliflii ?-— B^cq p ti oi i, dkl I 
sqr?— It may be a repobe.^ 

*^ No matter,^ replied the Coimtefls in a caba 
firm voice, ^ I will make the attempt If I 8^ 
here, or if I go to a&y of my ofvnrelatioiia, I lend 
oalouring to the slanderd in drculation against 
me; but if I takei^ my i^bodewiUi the mother of 
my husband, and I am sure die wiU receive me 
kindly, the malice ot the world will be rebuked and 
ttlenced*^ 

The Countess perceived diat her fiitfa^ waf not 
satisfied with the resolution she had taken; but 
as it was the most expedient, indeed the best which 
at the momient she could adopt, dxb. gave h^ |io 
pain, and she soon after wished him good night* 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



1*E&PLBXITX£S. 



Bei^iNa the xemdbder of the day after the 
Countess 1^ SwidyfoTd-Hoiise, tke Earl conti- 
^naed uneasy, initalde, and tjioughtful. Misr* 
daunt diiied ^th Urn, and in the evening be be«- 
gan to rally a little ; but in the midst of his joeu* 
Parity, lor he was naturdEty disposed to indulge 
his hocy in a humorous phiy upon the passing 
topics of the moment, he ivtmld suddenly &11 into 
fits of abstraction, from which he as suddenly re- 
coyered himseL^ as if awakening from a tr^ice of 
which he had been unconscious. His friend saw 
his mental struggle, and exerted himself in every 
posable manner to draw him from the pressmre of 
his unhi^y thoughts ; but all his efforts proved 

i2 
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unavailing, and he at last said, ^^ Sandyford, tMg 
will not do ; you cannot, I perceive plainly, meet 
this event with that indifference which you have 
affected, and which you are so strangely ambitious 
as to endeavour still to maintain even before 



me.''- 



« I confess it," repHed his Lordship, -and I 
should have borne it even more weakly had Au- 
gusta been really guilty ; but how can I invite a 
teunion, when that old mandarin, %r Charles 
Runnington, decbres my own behaviour has been 
«uch, that her friends, a» well a? herself, are de- 
sirous of the separation ? Now, if I had thought 
she cared half the value of an odd trick fet cie, or 
even could but have cared, I would have been a 
very different sort of a hudband/ However, the 
Rubicon is passed ; but one thing at least I may 
jstiU fry, and that is to prove that! aift nof alto- 
^h^r tibe irredidmable Don Juan, which the 
worm so charitably supposes.'" 

The manner in wUdi diis was said, thdtigh ge- 
neraUy in a tone of freedom ahdgaietyv had yet an 
accent of sadness that moved the com}Mtssion of 
Mordaunt, and he contemplated th^ endeavoured 
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cheerfulness of his fidend^ as he would haveJioQk- 
^ upojgi a sleeping ixifant, covered with a laee 
veal)«-:a sight which, notwithstanding the. healthy 
the smUe, a^d the bloom that shines through, of- 
ten su^ests melanchdy associations to the affeo- 
tionate heart. [ 

^' I think) Sandyfordy you would feel yourself 
better,, were you to be more communicative,^ said 
Mordaunt ^^ There can be nothing in your si- 
tuajtion that a firiespid may not know.^ 

^^ T]^e9^ replied the Earl ; '^ but a man seldom 
choo^s hisiriend to he the confidant of his »ns. 
I have been worse perhaps than you Jini^^e, 
though I believe not quite so bad as tfae world has 
represented me. But I have done enough of 01 
to know, that the ta^ I undertake is not only to 
.make a cbar^eteir, but ^ recovar one. However, 
let ua bid. adieu to the gloomy , pile of my bopn 
om^ &T the present, aaod tdl me, Mordai|int, 
something of your own-<--the affaur with Miss B^u- 
clkamp---'WJtien ia the weddii^ to be ?^ * 

" Why, to say the tnuh, my I^rd,"" replied 
.Moid^ii9t» laughingly ; .^^ atthougb itis a seuled 
.point faelYrem u% there is yet $ great ioqpeilim^nt 
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to be oreitome. The Bairmiet^ her t$A^^ it 
seems, many years ago^ when Jvlia wfis Imt ft 
child, mede a compact with his neS^h&^f Jiihe 
kte Mr Birdihmd, that -she should be manied tt> 
Jade Birddand, then quite a boy ; and if B^h- 
land will take her, he swears nobody else i^ll 
have her.*" 

^ Ah me ! for aught that ever I ccMitd learn,, 
the course ci true love never did run smooth,^ 
cried his Lordship ; '^ and Birchland will b^ a. 
eursed feol if he donH, begging your pai^on.^. . 

^^ Ay, but there are two words to a baKgain,*-^ 
4ulia has Something herself to say m thebiuu^ 
n^ss," replied Mordaunt. 

<^ Then Birdbland i« reaBy indinod to^^a^^dby 
the ecm^pact P"^ said the EarL 

^* Fm half a&liid be is^; and what is.mere^ Jik 
lia herself has soi!ie suspidon of the same soirt*'" 

^> N0W> I undi^stand the whole afiair,^ ^&- 
claimed the Earl, laaghnig^ and intemjfliiig Mm, 
<^ you are come to London to meet. herj^JQE^d a^ 
stolen match is in coiiteiftplftticm.'*' 

*^ You ixe nttstaken,"" sjuA Modtaoot, some-. 
what gtAvdy, ^^ Miiis Beaochamp will not submit 
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to ttojr thing so derogatory to liersdbf; but it seems 
Aat her eeuciB, Letitm Irby, has taken a fancy 
fer KfcUtttd, and our immediate object is to 
make tibem man and irife, mid by that means 
ftttstrate or defeat the pertinacious designs of Sir 
Thomas.'* 

^^ There are no fi^ch ingenious nest^bmlders, 
«iler dl, as you birds of tite bowers,"" cried the 
Sarl^ gaUy ; but checkfaig himself, added, ^ the 
jllot^ ig good^very good^-^-but ikow is it to be 
biroi^ht Ho a beifiriing P^ 

^^niift b«s persiuaded faor ^0imr to oome to 
toim,'' said Mcndaimt, ^^ and Miss Iriiy is' with 
them. They arrived diirtnomBig. Birchkadis 
eicp^eled in idle oourso of a ^m days."* 

^ Were Biiddand one of oui; to«m4irad ipar* 
rov«, and mtfL i^aAiK^h of lhe< gr0ve«»l^ should 
adtisoi;^ replied tile £i»rl, << the pretl^ LtMida to 
coo for lovers amidst her rnli're fehiides ;r but as I 
doidt Tuesit %e is as ^letefts as a blsckbrnd^Ino 
harm may come of their billing even in a London 
^age. Howeiwr, i^ dteD jee*^ 

Mok^datBit, Amwg ihb eoBy^ looked seriously 
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at the Earl, tnd said, gravely, *^ Your 
Sandyferd, I am sorry to see, is aocust^iiml taner 
giird lighikfy aonie things .irliicbyou inere.oii:e:m 
the halst cf eonaUkniig very diffieiently« . , Sir ch- 
land were a TiUain^ if he could take advmlagiet.^ 
a fond girFs innocent affections.^ :. . ; 

His Lorddiip Uoshed, and was fyr a moiaent 
out of ceuntenanoe^ but jaecovienng his nsiwil &W^ 
liarity, replied, ^^ You John Bulls of: the oowii^ry 
gerve up your mor^ty.in the husk; a niaiiL of 
pleasure among you cannot, taste a ke9iel» with? 
out being supposed to have cracked the decalogue. 
That same word, yiUain, is a whoreson phrase^-r 
do!i^, filthy dowlas^^T-*-but he added, in a tf^m 
so deep and emphatic,, that it made the heart of 
Movdannt vibrate in sympathetic anguish, ^/The 
word, however^ suits the action, but ia uiaQgit^ I 
suppose you. forgot at the moment what my wife 
and her i^iends think of me.^ 

.Mordaunt &r se^i^eral seconds was ^unaUe to 
make any aitsw^, and then he added, ^' Yqor 
whole life, Sandyford, has been. a riddle. Th^ 
town term of it has. distressed all those who es- 



teemed you, and w&o ettemlied expectations which 
you were once able to realize.^ 

^^ I am still aMe,^ cried the Earl, with a gene- 
rous confidence in his own powers ; *^ but the jade 
must go to grass. I intend, with all convenient 
speed, to settle my townly affairs, and then begin 
another (»urse of being at Chastington-hall, — an 
Elysium, as my mother has often told me, where 
the manes of my ancestors, in the shape, I sup- 
pose, of old portraits, would scowl their brave en- 
couragement on my emulous endeavours to re- 
vive the faded lustre of their blood. But to that, 
like to many other of the goodi old dowager'^s saws 
and sayings, I have been no better than the Vffi- 
del. However, I am resolved for a time to take 
up my abode at Chastington, and hf the post to- 
day I sent orders to prepare for my reception. 
W^^ you not so engaged, I would ask you to go 
with me, for I believe it is a huge old Ann-Rad- 
difie place, a spectrey suifrounded by a rookery, 
which I was on the pomt at one time of selling, 
on account of its distance from town, and the red- 
haired bumpkins, that eame up from it occasion- 
ally to see London, and to keep their lord and 
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lady in hot water, and fbebr fellows in the hall: in 
laughter, all the time they stay.'*' 

Mordaunt smiled at the latter reason fer jiart- 
ing with the ancestral residence of all the Sandy- 
fords. 

^' Upon my honour,"^ said his Lordship, ^^ there 
is more truth in it than you think. You can ha^e 
no conception how much we were plagued by the 
sons of the patriardial fixtures of Chastington- 
hall, coming here to learn the craft and mystery 
of footmanry ; and the worst of it was, that, after 
they were initiated in all the tricks of the trade, 
I was obliged to give them characters to my ac- 
qwdntance, in the perfect conviction, that any 
principle of honesty or sobriety, which they 
brought wid^them from the country, was entirely 
lost in this house. The possession of the place 
made me, indeed, feel as if I kept a roguery tat 
die supply of the London market ; and consdehce, 
widi a few secondary considerations arising from 
losses at j^y, urged me to part with it. But 
nobody could be found rich enough, or foolish 
enough, to make the purchase.^ , 
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Sxxnfy yon have oeyer seen CbaatingUKii,^ 
vaid Mordaont, shocVed that hjs Lordship sboiild 
^^ak with se much kyity of parting with a do» 
nudn and. mansion^ which, for many ages, a long 
Jme of noUe ancestors had suceessiTely delisted 
to emich and adorn. 

'^ O never ! — ^A hundred and seventy milet 
£rom London, m a midknd county — not even 
a market4own within haM a score of leagues^-** 
<>nly a village at the gate, with a single ale-house) 
where a cu^oo-dock chicks at one side of the 
cbimney-^place, and the curate^ smoking his pip^ 
in an antique elbow-chair, chunns at the other-^ 
was it possible to vegetate with Lady Sandy* 
lord? I did, indeed, at our marriage, intend to 
make it our principal residence ; but a bli^t fell 
upon all my intentions of that period, and I never 
since could endure the idea of looking at Chast* 
ington, till th^ adventure of this morning remindi- 
ed me of what my mother used to say about the 
.^rending genii that inhabit there*^ 

Jifyiet some further general conversation rela* 
4ive to the EarFs plans^ Mordaunt rose to bid him 
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good ni^t ^ Come to me to-mosnyv as early as 
you can,"^ said his Lordship, as he shook him fay 
the hand at parting ; '^ and in the meantime put 
as charitable a construction as possible on any 
thing that may have had a tendency to loiver.me 
in your esteem. I am not, my dear fellow, hatf 
so bad as I have long seemed— all that. which 
others regarded as the inebriaiion of pleasure, was 
to me the firemsy of a ferer. My outward and my 
inner man were in afflicting opposition. The vo^ 
luptuous draught that I was seen to sw^iQim so 
greedily, was but drunk as an opiate to aUay the 
mental agony which I suffered. I felt as if the 
spring and fountain->head of aU my motives and 
happiness were cut off, and the ftiture rendered 
an arid and devouring desert. . A worm was in 
the core of my heart, and a fare in my brain ;' and 
for three years my spirit was parched widi inex- 
tinguishable despair. My dissipation was marv 
tyrdom ; and yet I wore the mask of a joyous 
libertine so well, that my hidden misery was ne- 
ver discovered. But the mask, Mordamit, is 
now off,^--the crisis of my distemper is past,-^ 



as tbe fftcaky say, a chitnge of scene, with 
CQuntiy air aad exercise, will perhaps complete 
the cuie.^' 

Dunag this address, which his Lordship deli- 
vered with considerahle energy, while he still held 
hts friend by the hand, Mordaunt was greatly 
sa^ired ; and at the conclu»on, when the vehe- 
moice ef 4be £arl had subsided into ft more fami^. 
liar strain, be said, '^ Sandyford, you ought tor 
haye told me what you wet^ suffering. It was 
too much to put to hazard, fame, fertune, and 
scilf-respect, without consulting any fiiend.^ 

^' It ^m^ replied his Lordship, ^' I am sen^ 
4ble it was ; but if I could have been so prudent 
aft to. hi^ye taken the advif^e of any friend, I should 
n^t th^i have been so mad as to require it There 
are stains of the mind whioh friends should see. 
are inoi^d, without being told. One of the worst 
sy9iptbnis of intelleetual distemp^ature, is the 
^art which thct patient makes to ccmceal his ma* 
lady- . Could it have been for a moment imagined 
bjr my firiehdsrf— had Aey thought seriously on the 
(^ise» that I Fould <it once fbrcfo aU my^arly ha« 
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Bits of emulatioii, die lore of fkme, and Ae deike 
of power, ftnd tie myself to die dkaricM-wlieels of 
hazard and sensuality, without a causie i^-^Nd, 
Mordaunt; when you heard of my falling oiF, 
you ought to have come to me. It was not fbir 
you to stand aloof, and see me perish ; for, widi- 
out vanity, I may now say, hunuliated as I am Iqr 
the sense of my fruitless talents and abortive tifb, 
that you at least knew my original worth.*" 

The fedings of Mordattnt were overcome, and 
hastily bidding his Lordship good night, he rush- 
ed &om the room to conceal the emotion he was 
unable any longer to control. The heart of the 
Earl was relieved by what liad passed ; the fine 
natural elasticity of his mind, which enabled' him 
to pass with such felicitous ease from one topic to 
another, dilated out in the cheerftil anticipation 
of being yet able to redeem some portion of the 
promise of his youth ; and he retired to his bed- 
chamber in a m<H*e serene and temperate mood 
than he had for several years enjoyed. The only 
anxiety he sufPered was on account of his Lady, 
and he sighed as he said, looking at her jncture. 
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which hung over the mande-plece, *^ And «o, 
Augusta, you are also gone. I thought but last 
ni^t I could have better spared you. No mat- 
ter ; if you are happier^-You have all the kind- 
est wishes of a man that loved you too well.^ 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



A MAN OF BUSINESS* 



At the time when the Earl had requested Vel^ 
lum to be with him in the morning, the Solicitor, 
punctual to the hour, was at Sandyford-house, 
with a hasty sketch of the state of his Lordship^s 
pecuniary concerns. He had heard «omeihing 
of what had happened; but the true circuiA- 
stances were so different from the report, that he 
cotdd not help saying, ^^ I presume there will b8 
no proceedings.*" 

" None in your way," replied the Earl dryly, 
as he perused the statement; adding, ^^ This 
looks better. Vellum, than I expected* Have you 
any account of my debts and mortgages ?"" 

Vellum said, somewhat diffidendy, that he had ; 
and produced a paper. The Earl, on looking it 
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over, was surprised to K^erve, that Vellum him^ 
self was by far the most considerable creditor; 
he took no notice, however, of this circumstance. 
For the money which he had borrowed at different 
tfanes, he had paid an enormous rate of usury ; 
but he had never any reason before to suspect that 
Vellum was the real lender, nor did he do so at 
this time. He only thought, what was indeed the 
fiiCt, that Vellum had afterwards bought up the 
securities. 

■yVhile the Earl was perusing the list. Vellum 
watched his eye anxiously, but could discover no- 
thing of what was passing in his mind. On re- 
suming it to him, his Lordship, however,' said, 
somewhat emphatically, ^^ Vellum, thkr is a bliu^k 
account; we must use our best endeavourd to bleach 
4he complexion of s(ttne of dieseill-fistvoureditems.^" 

The Solicitor felt the fiill force and weight of 
this remark, and said at once, ^^ I saa aware, my 
Lord, that some parts of it are not exactly what 
your Loidship perhaps expected to see*-! aUkadie 
to my own claims ; but the truth of the case h 
doaply-tfais : Had I not redeemed the bonds which 
•£QSUitilaite my daim, some other would ; and I do 
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not tbink th^t any person into whose piMS^oil 
they might have come, would have been moie der 
licate than myself. I might oertfiinly,. as. yout 
Lordship^s ^ofessional agent, have restated thff 
debt altogether ; and, in that mann^^the obli^pa^ 
tion to pay them might have been got rid of. Bttt 
your Lordship would never suffer me to estttblish 
a legal right at the expence of a m<^al wrong. I 
m^ht also, my Lord, for such things are not upt* 
common, have exhilnted the claim under dflSex^^ 
names, by which my interest in the business would 
have been dissimulated ; but I am incapable of 
submitting to practise any such equivocolion.''^ . 
^^ I am perfectly satisfied. Vellum^ wi^ youir 
integrity as a maa dT business,^ replied his Lord* 
ship ; '^ imd the candour of yonr declaraticiii con^ 
4kmH me in the justice that I have umfomily, in 
my own mind, done to you as sudi. My confi-* 
dence in you is none abated, and I do not consi- 
der the profit which you may have gained by these 
dealings as procured at my expence ; but, double 
leas, the only reason which indxioed ytm not to 
tdl me that I might have oecasionaUy redeem- 
ed the pound of flesh, aros^ -Gxm jmr thorongh 
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jmowledge of the atate of toy dbrcuinstanc^s, ari« 
^ing'firom your plrofessional trusts ais my dgent."" 

Vellum bit his Ups ; but the Earl in a ifioment 
changed his tone, and said cheerfully, " However, 
the matter is done,, and. it must not be repeated; I 
wish you all happiness with your gains ;-. and the 
«ooner they are "realiaed, the more J shall be con- 
tent. But one thing you must, in the meantime, 
do foit me. I have, paid more attention to that 
■Scottish curiosity, Wylie, than perh/^ps I ought 
to huve dbne. He, however, served to amu^e me 
when every other thing had become st'ale^ flat, and 
. unprofitable ; and he cannot but have formed son^ 
expectations from my interest or influence. I be- 
lieve he is honest^ 

" It is iinpossible to doubt it,"" replied Vellum ; 
'^ but his talents are not of a high order^ nor has 
his edikatiim been of the best soft.'" 

*^ The being,'' cried his Lordship, gaily, " has 
not half the capacity, I believe, of a young ele> 
phaht ; but his very deficiencies have been as ta- 
lents with me ; and now that I am determined to 
quit London, I wish to do something' for him. 
Yiou tnust take hun into partiiership, VeHum." 

VOL. I. K 
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The SoHdtor was thimdentradE ;; aiid in flv ae^ 
oeirt oi ntOfomhBDMatj md, ^^ My Lard^k isvat 
pouible^he is too young-i-lie knom ootfaing of 

bll8III686« 

^^ He k old enoi^fa,^ replied Us Lor&faip cold- 
ly, ^' to reoeiTe profit ; nor does it require any ptt- 
ticttlacr knowlec^ to do so* But perhspB you 
would rather ghre him a aaliory.^ 

Vellum bowed, and the Eaa^l continued ; ** Then 
it should be on agreement for a tenn of ye aro 
Say sev^i. How mnch will you gire him P* 

The deciaoB of eh^acter which the Earl had 
ifi this interview so ^in^cpeetedly maiafested^^mir^ 
tfwed Vdkun^ who had hitherto connidiered' him 
merely as a common man of faahioii. He had'ae- 
VO^ in ike course of iliexr preyioiia interbotirse; 
enkHf eugpeeted the ddrao^mt powem of hb l4krd* 
ship^s mind, whieb. Eke a stream bug. daonaiea 
«p, and mantled oTer^with water-weeda and ili^faes, 
aeemed incapable effacing allied ta ^j efictMl 
ptrpoae^ Bat he now peroeired that it wotdd ke 
ttsehfgle j^iiiy with aach a diBracter ; aki^liiere^ 
fore, -withr th^ ofthavd idad% of a Imof ^ 
wbMy bef irepliedy ^^ It i&yoiur Lorddsp^a jdeaauTe 
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•ipipiniiiioiB. di0 AkUhio of diff yMi^ mtti^ nd it 
wmf dntjrto ihnnply iri& jmir LoidbU^ iMf. 
wndikr wybM on the mdijik^ XwSlgiwIte 
ftire ]biidf«d pcMoidB ».y0af , for 
tboagh I do not tliink he will ererrx^ktmyw^ 

^ ^ ¥mi do AM 4h«ta fiariociily Aifik liHit ke^^k 
ISkefy to ^iain ^soitoice «» » I»wy^ T iaid ffli# 

<^ I do iM,^ iris tfe m^lttikr «i«w«. 
<< Umi^'' f«]^fed U& iMtMd^ '< iiir« tniaAred 
kxfMay§^T6^ywkf4m^i»i»olkAe. iTou Will give 

fa)r tte gra<r» ^rj^teisilcflr'df Hfe Ldydd%V«yi$ ; Md 
«top|«ig; as If m iiiKi Mm 

seconds, io8eftoft& l^Mtt^ ftiiA«taidllB|^iiritk im 

Imk t^^iamtmj iMd to'^AK I^Mnbb)^ §i^ had aL 
^EilM^ f)M toy IHM hit li i%]li'i» flfm»ih6f U- 
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mitoiQ another's feittme. Yoa viH give MrWj* 
lie se^en hiuidred and fifty pounds ^yeaXy for se- 
v^ years, if you think my busineBs vbA comiexions 
jcan^ with a reasonaUe advaniage to youiBd£» af- 
ibid 80 much.^ 

There was no withstanding ^ther the manner 
or theiftattar of this. Vellum bowed idth pro- 
foimd respect, imd said, ^^ It shall be done, my 
Lord ; and I ought to add, that it. is in my power 
to comply with your LordshipV reqmest."' . 

^ I thank you, VeUum ; you haveoblii^ xtie;"'* 
aitd the Eairl took him cordially by die hand. 
^ We shall talk no mdre of these matteEs^ My 
only instructions now to you are, let a full account 
be made out, and salt to liie as aoonas poesSble ; 
exhibiting an exact view of my affiiiis ; witkuMka- 
ble^ shewing in what time my debts'may^be dis- 
charged. I will take it with me into the omitry, 
where I shall be able to detamune the amonmit to 
which I must limit my expenditure.'" , 
. This was eyidentfy intended to QoHchidelb^iyi- 
tafview ; and the 6elicitor» sensible of rtibe intiiiMfr- 
tion, aceotdingiy took Ins leaw. Impiittingitbe 
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xeonivthe Earl, however, said to him, wiili his 
wonted fteedom, '^ Yot| can dine with me, I hope P"^ 
Vdhim accepted the inTitatioii, but witib a lit- 
tle moire folmati^ than usuaL The Earl smiled 
at the change, and added, in his most gracious and 
conciliating manner, ^^ By the way. Vellum, this 
honse innst r^nam empty while I am in die coun- 
jkry, for I do not intend that it shall be l0t ^ you 
had ks Wellcome here and live ; you will take. bet- 
ta: care of the pictures and iumiture than sar- 

• 

vants ; and I hope you and Mrs Vellum will oUige 
me in ^s. You need not materially increase 
your establidnnent, as I shall leave some of the old 
fittvaats.'" 

VeJlum looked at his Lordship. ^On any former 
occasion, had such a proposition been made to him, 
he would have laughingly shaken his head in 
thankfiil acceptation ; but the singular lustre with 
which the latent character of the Earl shone out 
upon him, smote him with a sense of reverence that 
overpowered ail his wonted familiarity, and he said, 
with the most profound respect, " I crave your 
Lordship^s pardon for having evinced any reluc- 
tance to comply with your request. I ought to 
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hare fawtm belter the .oWgilMiv that lefMtte 
your Lordship^ and Ae magpanimi^ of your dia*. 
poatiQii.^ He then sidd, soiaevluifc Iewfiiniu%^ 
but porbapg wiiji more eflfeol, ^* I am iiat» iunrever^ 
die only one^ my Lord, irbo bas be^ long ui tr-t 
nur witb respect to your Lordahip."^ 

^ Cene, come^ YeUum, po mane 0f tiurt,^cned 
the £|url» mterrupting him ; ^^ I faaTe myself, per^. 
baps^been tbemoitmenorof youalL But as I 
bave Isurned over a new leaf in die book of life, k 
is as well tbat the first record to be made thereon 
la vbat I shall not regret. Bring Wylie witb you, 
diat I may see witb wbatbomour the Cafifaan sua* 
tains bis new fortune.^ 

The Sdicitor bowed and'retired. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



GBATITUI^E. 



F&,oM thfi tnasacatioiis of %hfi precoding d^# 
Wylie had been thouj^it&l and anxious. H^ 
studioiuly ftrdded iiie conTi^»ation ^f hia compa- 
nioris in ihe affiee, and applied lumaelfwilji mom 
than wonted diligence to Ids tadcs ait the ^eafe.. 
He had fonned expectations with respect to thai 
favour of Lord Sandyfbrd, which he thou§^ were 
likely tohefiustratedby the unfortunate sjukualioA 
ai'tbe EarFs domestic affidrs^ and erer and aoan 
a cold feeling came over his heart, aucli m pflteii 
saddens die spirit q£ Ae young advcntUKer, when 
his prospects are suddediy douded. VdBuin« ^n 
returning from his. Lordship, svunasoMdhin^ inl» 
his own apartment, and somewhat abmpdy UM 
him of his goodfbrtun^ 
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*^ If s vera kind of my Lcnrd^^ said Andi^ew ; 
^^ really if s vera kind — he^s a nice man, and mair 
in him than he^s likened to; I eouldcia hae 
thought he would hae done so meiUe for me al-- 
ready.'' 

" Then you have expected," cried Vellum, 
*^ that he would do something for you ?^ 

^' I surely had reason,^ was the reply. ^^ It 
^ouldna be thought but that in time I might hae 
ventured to ask my Lord's faeliong hand, ooiisi- 
dering his discretion towards me.* 

*^ The idea did credit to yeur sagacby^ Wylie,^ 
said Vellum, ironically ; ^^ and I suppose yowmi^ 
erted yotirsdf to the best of your abiKty to amuse 
his Ldtdfihip?'' 

^ Nae doubt I aid-'*->4iae dimbt I dSi tfaatsT 
cried our hero ; ^^it would hae heea an uneo thfa^ 
ik the like o' me no to hae done a' m n^ capacity 
to pleasure my Lord." 

^^ Upon my word, there is more in you 'thaii I 
gave you credit &»," repibd the Sdiintbif^^snear^ 
ittgly, feefii^ as if he had. been in soinf A^gt^e 
overreached by the part which Andrew had jday^ 
ed; adding, more sedately^ ^^JBut^^ now that ji^ 
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liave gamed your ends, and by his Lordship^a ge- 
neroeity are placed in a condition to support the 
appearance of a gentleman, I hope you will set in 
seriously to your profession, and throw off your 
ridiculous manners for the ftiture**^ 

'^ That would be a doing, indeed,^ exclaimed 
our hero ; ** when you are just at this .precious 
moment telling me that they have already brought 
me in seven hunder and fifty poimds a-year.^ - 

This answer puazled the lawyer, who lai^hed, 
as he said, ^^ Well, w^, take your own way ; but 
it is no longer necessaiy for you to be so penu- 
rious.'^ 

" That's vera true,** replied Andrew^ « and 
Fm thankful it is sae ; but if I dinna save now, 
where will I, in tlie lang run,^ be a whit the bet- 
ter for my Lord's bounti&d patronage ? No, sir ; ' 
ye maun just let me ride my ain horse wi' my ain 

Mr Velliui^ suddenly broke off die conversa- 
tbn, and turned his attenlion to some matter of 
buianess; and our hero, on gQing to his place 
at the desk, in the liilness of Us heart, wrote a 
letter to his grandmother ; but without indulging 
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ia aay exynmm bqr<md the w<^rted twapcmce 

of h if flifnJ|n(Mpy nM rniMy «f li^^^rwMMg Aft ff^^JWiliWii> 

ale old wonini, fae b^;w by sUitiiig^ lib«i 
time he had beea k<epk Ibiwg boih by n^^ 
by day. ^^ But I have no reaxw le caiwplaiiH fer 
Fvmdeooe liaa been pleased to raiae up for me a 
inmdf by wboaa jpatrmnfntality Mr YciiQiiDi haa 
flfilllad on me a very MtiafiMstoiy wi^ ; Ae 11^^ 
will epaUe me to 4^ew mote Idndnew to yon thaa . 
I hare yet had it in my power to do ; and I tiiink 
it my Icmng duty to aend you herein^ wkof lim 
fose-eud of my earaiogB, fiomethis^ to buy a 
new gown, or any other small convenience that 
ye may stand m the noed of; bopviig you will 
want for nothing, as I doubt not to have kin. my: 
power now to do as ipidde, and more, from tim^i 
tptim^.^ And then hfi coarinuedy ^^ I have seen of 
late but little ^ Charlie Fier8ton> but he's in wy 
good health, to the best of my knowledge^but n 
mischievous dever xamiOor, and ni^ver devals with 
cK^]mgJm}olwi»imf^ Howeyer^IhaTefitllra 
in, najtwithstanding the unfadnon of my ^fpus^ 
with some.Gi^tabfe a^qwintanoe ; but as youtken. 
nothing mwt tb«n, I n^edna £uh y w 
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iMm^iipilK>viiva&^ Andlieeoochided^by as^ 
flumg' d^ie oUl wonw^ iHui ijt would be his Yumesk 
mnifisvimr i^gsre ai^iflftctibii to has fiiends, who^ 
evar titey wese^ and to none more than to her to 
whoflie carehe was beholdai£De eii^eiy tUngbui his 
beii^. 

This kttor affordedgreaA deUght to idie oM wa» 
mm; she corned k nsnd to aU her iieigiibouts^ 
aod isvtxi to tbd Mimse, where the miBisteir'decla^ 
ttA hk jenlize sads&etioii with the a^BsctioiiAte 
disposition, and the generous heart of poor Aa- 

^^ Bul,^ said be, ^^ LondMoi is a vary e:!^^^T« 
^aee^ «o you ooust not eooHt too confidi^tly on 
Ins beJiig aide to fuMl his kind intmtions ; we 
m^t, however, haVe been better qualified to judge 
of that, had he told you tlie amount of hia sidary ; 
however, upon the wh<^, you have gre$t reason 
to be thank&L I believe he was always a wiell- 
diq>osed cretitdie.^ 

^^ That he wais,^ replied Martha, in the pride 
of her heart; ^^ he's a wee gail^, I idloo ; but the 
liberal man's the beggar's brother, imd there's aye 
some^iing to get by key or eUut frae the miser's 



S28 CHAPTER XXV. 

coffer. I dmna stand in the lack c? his gift ; but 
since it has come, I will buy a new gown lor 
the kixk, diat tlie whole parish may see Andrew- s 
gudenesso^ heart therein. Poor Mlow.»«-nae doubt 
hehaahadbaith to thole and moil foar whatbehas 
gotten, and it^s a warld*8 wonder to me how he e<wild 
{^esicasatisfk^oh. ButnaebodycanteHwhat'^sin 
thejahawp till it^s shelt ; Paul was lang a persecu- 
tor before he was an apostle, and the bonny but- 
terflies begin the waild in the shape o^ cnmling 
kailworms.*** 

Thus was the character of our hero for affec- 
tion and generodty established, amidst the scenes 
of his youth ; and when firom time to time a 
five-pound note, in faithful adherence to his pro- 
mise, came regularly to hand, the worthy Tanny- 
hill as regularly lauded the liberality of the do- 
nor, and predicted his fiiture greatness, while the 
delighted old woman, emilting in the constancy 
of his kindness, as often declared, ^^ That she 
never wished to see hhn great, but only gude; 
for, as Solomon says, ^ grant me ndther poverty 
nor richest and Solomon kent weel what the 
warld i6,--4hough, poor man, in his auld days he 
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gaed aften far ajee out o^ the strait road in the 
gloammg, tapping m' his gowdenJieaded staff at 
the harlof s door, and keeking in at her windows 
widi his bald head and his grey haffits, when he 
should hae been sitting at hame on his throne, 
reading his Bible to his captains and counsellors 
in a kingly nfanner.'*' 
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CHAPTER XXYL 



AN ALE-HOUSE. 



Agbeeably to the orders of the Coimteis, her 
father^s traveUing-carriage was at the door early 
in the morning. The day promised to be fine. 
The winter had been mild ; and although it was 
still February, the spring was seen big in the bud^ 
and the fields seemed to be tinged with new yerdure. 
A few lambs were scattered here and there among 
the flocks on the pastures ; and the air breathed an 
invigorating energy into the sprit, of which Lady 
Sandyford stood then much in need^ Every thifig 
presented the appearance of youth and renova- 
tion ; and the rising hopes of a richer harvest of 
pleasures in life, were in accordance with the ap» 
pearance of nature, and the genial blandishmenta 
of the early year. 



1 



Duxing the first Aiee stagies of her jovniey to^ 
wards Elderbower, she met with noth^ to (bfw> 
her attention from the contemplation of her oiw 
flilualion. IndJ^pMnit at tihe wcnrld, cad mort^ed 
wkb herself^ her thoughts akemateLy glowed with 
anger, apd weore jdaskened with sadness ; but a 
general tendency to a m^ore elevated couxvie ^ t^ 
flection gradually acquired force, and hev spiiit 
rose as it meace oat c^ its passions and prgudiees, 
like die moon, ascendmg from b^md the hirid 
^Uie, the smoke, and the deurk mai^ies of a great 
city* 

When the carrii^e stojqoeij. to-diange horsee at 
the Rose and Crown, in the vSlage of Castle- 
Bookflborough, her Ladydip was roused from 
her reverie by the minsnunng of a crowd round 
die door of a small publicrhouse, on the opposite 
side of the way. There was something iA th^ api^ 
iparance of the pec^le, whidi shewed that their 
jEbdiings and syv^athies were excited by some dis- 
tressing occurrence, and she inqinred what had 
Iuq»pened. Several voices, all anxious to engage 
her humanity, answeised tc^i^^, dtat a poor un^ 
known outlandish wonan hadbeea taken ialdbour 
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in the London coach, and bemg left there, had 
exphred m giviiig birth to a heantiful female in- 
fant* 

It was not the intention of the Countess to 
have halted^ till she had reached the end of her 
journey ; but this incident had such a poverftil 
effect on her newly awakened sensibilities, that 
she immediately determined to alight, and make 
some arrangement for the preservation of the help- 
less child. The crowd were touched with admi- 
ration at her generous compassion, and made way 
for her to the door of the public-house, with a 
di^ee of reverence, mingled with delight, that 
came over her heart with an influence more deli- 
cious than the early odours of the spring ; but no 
previQua view of the pdvations of the poor had. 
prepared her for the scene that she beheld on eur- 
tering the:house». 

She was first shewn into the kitchen, or rather 
the door opened into that apartment.. It was ai 
rude Iow.«eiled room, with a large chimney at 
the one side, in which a hospitable pileof ropts^ 
and billets of wood, were cheerily burning. In the 
one comer hung several hams and flitches of bar^^ 
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eon ; in the other stood a bench, somewhat dis- 
located in its limbs, with a high back, which bore 
a sort of outline resemblance to an old-fiishioned 
sofa. Oppk)isite to the fire was an inclosed re-: 
cess, with an oaken-table in the middle, carded 
with the initials of some favoured customers; and 
round ft about six or seven labourers were^^ated,' 
some with bread and cheese before them, others 
with tankards of ale ; two or three of them were 
smoking! They rose, as her Ladyship passed 
across to a room, where a number of women and 
children were assembled ; on entering which, her 
ear was pierced, and her heart penetrated, by the 
shrill and feeble wail of the new-bom orphan/ 

She advanced towards the side of an humble bed, 
on which lay the body of the mother, still retain- 
ing that last and indescribable gleam of earthly 
beauty, which remains for a few minutes after the 
spirit has departed, and seems as if it were the 
reflection of the etherial guest Hovering in coniem- 
{flatkfn over the dwelling it has for ever quitted. 
An elderly woman was res^iectfuUy cornering the 
limbsj while another was dressmg the <^ld as it 
by oh her kp. 
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Lady Sandyfoid was exoeedk^y «^^ by % 
qpedacle as new as it was mouvBlttl, mxAidbffjaag 
die ftbock and impulse of the mommt^ die hastiljps 
tmned bade, and nn across tfaestieet to the Boae 
andCrawiL 

^^ For Heayeii''s sake r she exdbimed to de 
landlady > who fiJlowed her into one of Ae par* 
kmes, '^ what is to be done with that unprotected 

^' Don^t afflict yourself, my lady^^ repUed Mis 
Vintage ; '^ the pansh^pofficeis will see to ii« They 
Iwre already sent for Mrs Peony, the wife of Mr 
Ferrers, gardener* H^ own child died yestendaif, 
andshe will be right glad to get thia one in its 
place. I would therefore, my Lady, reconmend 
your Ladyship to take some refreshment, and oom^ 
pose your spirits. What will your Ladyship be 
pleased to take ?^ 

Flounce, her Ladyship^ gentlewo^nan and eoa^* 
panion in the carriage, who had been during die 
whole tame an amazed spectator of the Countes^s 
agk^tion, interfered^ saying, ^^ Perhaps my Lady 
wiH be better by being left for a little alone \" »i 
the Coimtess intimatmg, by a motion of her hand. 



an acqmetoenee in this flfuggostioHy Mrs Vinti^e 
mthdrtw. 

^^ FIooMi^"' said her Iiadydiip» the laoBraat 
t)^y wexie by themselves, ^< I hare a greail mnd 
ta take this baby with us.*" 

*^ Q monstrous, your Ladyship ^ esidlaimed 
Ae 4ender*hearted Abigail. ^^ Why tii^ careatuxa 
hani^ a stsach of clothes ; and hovxxttdd we miraa. 
it in, the carriage <m my best pelisse? No^my Lady ; 
let the parish-officers first ^et it mursed, and then 
if it dianee to be a beauty, your Ladyship may 
show your compassion; but, Losd, if it proT« an 
u^y teawKng-toad, what could be done with it ?^ 

"These is some reason in what you say, 
Fkunce,^ replied the Countess ; ^^ parlicsilaKly: 
as to* the risk your best pelisse might he exposed 
to. But, nevertheless, I will adopt the child ; 
therefore, do you call in the landlady again, diat 
I may speak to her en the «ubject.^ 

Mrs Vintage, on xjetuming into the room, was 
aeeordingly informed that the paosbrofSeers need 
g^^ thems^ea no fiuther irouUe about ihe or- 
phan, for it was her Ladyship?s inlcaiion to take 
it luskder bar jnroteotioa. 
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^^ But,^^ said the Countess, ^^ 1 do not wish for 
the present to be known in the business. I must 
therefore beg of you to make the necessary ar- 
rangements with the nurse of whom you spoke, 
and in the course of a few days, you will hear 
from me more particularly on the subject. In the 
meantime, I will leave with you what money may 
be necessary to defray the expences of the mother^'s 
frmeral. In order, however, that some key, if 
possible, may be got to her relations, I think it 
will be proper to take possession of any luggage 
she may have had with her.^ 

Mrs Vintage told her Ladyship, that she im- 
derstood there was nothing but a box, which the 
officers had already opened, and found it con- 
tained only a few trinkets and clothes. ^' I have 
taken charge of it, and if your Ladyship pleases^ 
I will give it up to you:*" 

" Yes,'' said Flounce, " I think if my Lady 
is to be at the expence of the brat's education, 
she should have what effects belong to it. So 
pray do let us have the box with us.— -I dare say, 
my Lady, some of the trinkets must be valuable ; 
for did your Ladyship not observe what delight- 
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fill lazge ear-rings the poor dead creature had ? 
Surely they "will never be «o barbarous as to buiy 
her with them. If they do, I should not be sur- 
prised were the sexton to dig her up in the night, 
aiid puU them out.*^ 

^' Flounce,**^ cried her mistress, with displea- 
sure, '^ you allow yourself to talk too flippantly. 
Desire the footman to see the box carefoUy put 
up with the rest of our lu^;iftge.'*^ 

E[er Ladyship then gave Mrs Vintage soit^ 
instructions respecting a slight repast ; and while 
die preparations for which were going on, the re- 
quisite arrangements were made with Mrs Peony 
tq take charge of the child, which the Countess 
directed to be named Monimia. 

During the conversation, it transpired that the 
Mr Ferrers, in whose service the husband of the 
nurse was gardener, was the same gentleman 
whose attentions to the Countess had already pro- 
duced such baneM consequences. He was lord 
of the manor in which the village was situated, 
and possessed a fine ancient seat in the immediate 
neighbourhood. 

There was nothing in this information which 
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disturbed Lady Sanifyford ; for sbe was not aware 
that it was owing to the ridicoloiis aaiiduity 6f 
Ferrers that her uihappy ntuitioa with her hus- 
band had been brotight to nodi a painfiil issue. 
Nevertheless, the remainder of her joufnqr to £1« 
derbower, the seat of the Cduntess-Dowager, was 
{Conned in sil^ce ; even Flounoe said liothiii^, 
iior made any attempt to engage the attentMfii 6f 
her Lady, but, ruminating on the events of dtb 
day, ML fast asleep. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



A DOWAG£B. 



£Lz>kBi)oWEJt had tcfr gevijttti^ota been f^ 
-ilf pmprial^ tetreBt of the d^w^geva cf Saa%- 
feni. It wa« ft yenerable wMte-vasbed minstoii, 
pteBm^g a fittt^t <»iP three gabled, top]^ ^v^ 
istAtefy eyiiattieiited ehimnieB, toward a sixtidOlb, « 
treli^ate^ gr^en, mclosed on the lAghf and lef^ 
by high walk, elethed with laurels afid other ^ixttibs 
of constant leaf ahd vetdtii^. TMb laim, oir ^- 
terre, as it was called, opened to the public rdlid 
by a pfldr c^ k-on gates of fldlid tt^ery,- between 
If^o t^ eDA3)e!SgR&d and seulptured e^okmns, on die 
tops of whlcli stood a eouple o^ grotesque Stages, 
infteiiided to represent Saxon waniots, the support- 
ei^ of the Sandylbi*d ftrios. Theie, in a boyish 
iteak, wlnie r^si&ig he^ vM^ tti^e t^tefiMl 
iditigy the Eorleiiedfty ptiiited in the colours 4f 
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the family livery, to place them on a fi)otiiig, as 
he said, with their equaUy wise fellows in the hall ; 
and his mother, from an indescribable sendment of 
affection, yearly renewed their liveries ; contrast- 
ing with sorrow the light and jocund gaiety of the 
time when the frolic was first played, with the 
headlong dissipation that had succeeded. 

This widow'^s nest, as the Earl was in the prac- 
tice of designating Elderbower, stood on the skirts 
of Eldetton, a cheerful market town, near the rec- 
tory, and not fiur from the church ; so situated, sa 
his Lordship said, in order that the dowagers might 
have the bendit of clergy in their felonies on the 
a^acent characters. But the insinuation did not 
apply to his mother, who was in many respects ati 
amiaUe woftian, though weakly overvaluing her 

When the bell at the gate announced the arri- 
val of her daughter-in-law, she was sitting alone 
at a padour window, which or^erlooked a flower- 
garden that sloped gently down towards a 'beau- 
tiful smooth grass plot round a basin, in the mid- 
dle of which stood a naked leaden mate image, in* 
tended for SL heftthen god, but whether Apollo or 

12 
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VukteB^mta ne^er tkoscKUghly or i»^s^9iCimif46^ 

iftcquired some knowledge of &uch 1Jiiiig9 itt Os- 
liHrd, was 4)f (pinion tbat d^e fitttua was aai.original 
ca^ of die Fani^an HeEddies ;^but tbe taraditions 
juaongllie domes^cs mAofihit en^mym^^Amsnbfd 
k as die effigy of Sir /Qoikdibert ]£ Baiixt ^ F<^ 
who, on aceouQt .of Us great valauf, ebtigi]i^ tbe 
iedcriibtable surname of Hax^sficks-rH^ moat va- 
lorous laiid.caiirtepus hught, thai; was taki^ Iqr ithe 
Pagans .aad flayed alive at Jerxmifm, m the tiBie 
«fdie Crusade. 

Bat howie^er que^tioiiaUb the tks^P9^i^T «aight 
be which the iiQi^e ediihited^ ot whatever coittrt- 
T^rsies existed with respect to its oripo^ H l^- 
i^abily pourod &om a couch a copiomt stng^nm tf 
cryataiiliibe water, which fell in a geude md evj^- 
rippUag (bower xm the surface of tbeha^d^ im4 

that softly harmonized with the traucpillilyr of ihe 
so^ifiry, imd the gcddsn jC03i3|K>siKre of the set* 
tiaqg sun, widck ihe oid lady was %en coni^mpl^- 
ting, widi her ^bpw re^g on a krg& I'f ay:^^ 
hook, in winch Jier spectadba smrfc»& dtl^t ifa»l^ 

VOL. I. L 
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•been recently reading the collects prescribed for 
-the evening. Shock, her lap-dog, lay slumbering 
on the rug, with his head comfortably pillowed on 
the breast of Pur, a large demure and decorous tor* 
toise-shell cat, that was also enjoying at fiiU length 
the drowsy influences of the bright blue-tinged 
fire, which, Uke the splendour of the western skies, 
gave an assurance of continued dear and dry wea- 
ther. Shock was disturbed in his siesta by the 
sound of the beU ; and starting up, ran barking 
towards the door ; while his lady, taking her spec- 
tacles out of the Prayer-book, placed it on a table 
behind her ; on which, amidst several volumes of 
a devotional character, lay a copy of the newspar- 
per containing the pari^aph that completed the 
rupture between her son and his wife. It may 
therefore be easily imagined with what emotion 
she beheld the Countess, unaimounced, enter the 
room ; and almost in the same moment, felt her in 
tears on her bosom. 

" Alas i"" said the venerable matron, '' what is 
this P and Ttrhy have you come to me ? But I pity 
you more than I can express ; for I fear that the 
conduct of George afibrded too just a palliation."^ 



I 



A DOWAGEK. 243 

*^ Then you have aheady heard what has hap- 
pened ?" cried the Countess, in some degree recor 
vering herself* " Whatever may have been my 
incKscretions, I am at least, my dear mother, free 
from the imputed guilt. Lord Sandyford and I 
have long lived a comfortless life. He has treat- 
ed me as if I were unworthy of his affection, and 
perhaps I have acted as if I felt none for him. 
This public scandal has opened my eyes to my 
&ults; and I have come to you to learn how I 
may recover the esteem of my husband. My fa- 
ther urges me to a formal separation. He did in- 
deed persuade me to remove with him from San- 
dyford-house. It was a rash step, but it is taken. 
Instruct 'me how it may be redeemed."" 

The Dowager dropped a tear on the hand 
which Lady Sandyford had^ in her earnestness, 

# 

laid i^on her knee, and said, " I thank you, Au- 
gusta, for diis confidence; but I fed a mothef^s 
sorrow for George. His ruin isj I fear, now com- 
plete. But endeavour to compose yourself, and 
we shall consider, at leisure, what is the best course 
to pursue. You have done wisely to come to me. 
The knowledge that you have taken refuge here, 



W. 
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will do mudi to reraore ikut unfftvourable eon* 
atructum iowaads you which Ae woiid, tau^t lijr 
the fatal newspaper tale, willdoubilfiBspiit on ihe 
aeparatioii.^ 

Th^ maternal anxieties of the M Laly as to ^ 
matmer in which the Earl had acted in the hiifli- 
ness, received some aUeviation from the Countesris 
report of Sir Chades Bnnniiigton^s mission^ and 
Ate i^id, ^^ Thank Heaven, his heart is not enline- 
ly comipted, nor his principles destroyed ; I hafie 
he has stQl good feding enoo^, were it once ef- 
fisctualfy exdted, to weak ont a gradovts ohai^ 
in his conduct. If he eonld once he oanviaoed 
that youarejSDliciitQiis to regain Ms.aflSaotiaiifi, Ui 
ruin may be arrested ; &>t whateTer Ms faehatioiir 
may hare since heen^ he once, Augusta, undaiibt- 
edly loved you truly.*" 

"^^a^ benign composure of the Dowager had an 
immediate and traaqnilliiring effibct on the ipind of 
the Countess ; who, in the course of less than mt 
liour after her amval, was aUe to discuss wilii h^ 
the plan diat she had fonned in the hope of re- 
.gatmng the esteem of her L(n?d. The Dowager 
would have written the same night to lequeat £ke 
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bH ]»i9S^a€€^ fe«it tbe CotBStesB woxM not parmit. 
^^ Ko^/^ sittd.8ke, ^ I do not wish that "vte shcndd 
come again together^ tiiiese tbo^e ea» be a teGqno«« 
4I19' iii €W tdiNtes^ ai»l i»Kt»eii«3. I fbd ifiy <»nni 
flKtEfllei^aMf «(pi«8eii» to ^oatribiste fo Jus lu^ 

' ^Bi#^I,fadfaflktbiia«%mt«rraf^ 
i»g^ >^ Y^ii iNirrd fiky huAbie aft dpiQivs <sf y 0^ 



t# die; ^ &«w fee&dg. I iSistmiot cQ^pdbse to my sdf 
t^Kty iAA all £^y f^inier tjbIa ]» etesisioDs to sup^ 

ft«ir oMe doatiediipoft sftcM-^pei&t^ i Iitf«^# er^tt 
lto«A iH^fePiHiieiflifli to tifeat t^«^(y la^de wieid^ lia» 
d(^ long ess^i^eteA j^at cteel&lkig yeai^f."" 

T&e tdnte o# ctfmMofil i» #bicli thk whb ex- 
ji^itesed^ suifviBCJii afid gii^dl tte vGHeniUe Ebtr* 
Hger. dUe beheld dMi diattftftcr of La^ Saantjr^ 
Aidk^ n pMM6 Q^Tieir of wba^ site had formed 
llo ]p»»9fo«» eotioq^ftk^ ; a^di^eirantfimdeBty 
ill tb^ #Uefr, irtiiie i(^ttk)t«i ]bl9^ cMipaMqii) so^ 
Sklled oAciMtfagim^m. ^9 t)«ir ^ir d(0 Co^cecc^ 
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eBfl fdt mdre deeply the stigma to vhich she had 
been exposed, than could have been ei^pected firoQi 
a woman hitherto considered as equally under the 
dominion of pride and yanity. 
. By this time it was almost quite dark ; apd 9uch 
had been the earnestness of the conversation be- 
tween the two ladies, that the one forgot the fa- 
tigue of her joumqr, and the oth^, to ask if she 
required any refreshment. Far diffea^^.FSS ^ 
case with Flounce ^ she was prattling away with 
delight over ^ dish of green tea, alosg witl| ^ 
methodical Mrs Folkher, who held the r^^Ppi* 
ble dignity of house-keeper at £Ider))ower ; re- 
payings the civility of her entertainer intf^ m fi^U) 
true, and particular account of the infideUtieQ^qif 
the Earl. ^^ I declare, my dear ma^am,^^ said 
Flounce, ^^ he is the most shocldngest man you 
ever heard of; and moi^e times than X shall tell^ 
he has shewn his cloyen foot to Qie. BiU, my 
Lord, says I, I would have your Lordship to 
know, that if my lady submits to your raking, I 
wont. — ReaUy,.Mrs Polisher, you make ea»;elleiit. 
tea ; b^t I suppose the watjpr is very good in this 
here countrified place--Hmd theji his Lord^iu^ 
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wottlcl laugh and make game of me — Pray do give 
me a morsel of sugar — dear me, what charming 
cream — ^a little more — ^I protest it's beautiful — I 
never tasted such delicious cream — ^and this is 
such a pretty house^-I guess, however^ you must 
be dullish, keeping no company ; and I should 
think my lady will not stay long. I fancy when 
the divorce is finished we shall have one jof the 
EarFs other'seats to live in.^ 

" Divorce !^ cried Mrs Polisher in amazement ; 
fer she had not yet heard, notwithstanding all 
Flounce's talk, any thing of the separation—*' Di- 
vorce ! what do you mean ?^ 

** Why, haven't you heard that my Lady has 
been caught in a denoomang ?^ 

Mrs Polisher, an old respectable matron, start- 
ed back from the tea-table, exclaiming, *^ Not pos- 
sible r 

^ As to the possilnlity of the thing, that's nei- 
ther here nor there," said Flounce, capping her 
diiid cup ; ^ but the story's all blown abroad, and 
our men read it in the newspapers ; but being a 
delicate affair, you know I could not speak of it 
to my Lady herself; but it's in the newspapers ; 
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m Aetecnti he no doubt of llw £lot. Iiidee4y my 
Lent Avonade came and todc her nmwf out of ihe 
^ottBOy and I was ordered to fi^ow in flie #:reiuag. 
. Then there was such a pieee of Work<*-«BeaHy yMcs 
Fo&her, this is prodigimis fine hysson--^ smflll 
hbtb otsxsgtK, if yon j/ksfie^ Bttt> yoii hko% if 
doe9 not d^ fcr ns s^rv tfits to make or' moddfe it 
these sort of matter8-*-e» I snid iH>th]ttg^ becaiiie 
my place is a very good one. I wonder^ hoWev^, 
what your Dowager thiidcs of the httaBess.*^ 

^^ Thiidts r cTKd Mrs Wc^stketf indignantly*^ 
<' It will break her heart ; and I am astrnttshcd 
that your Lady Saildyferd i^Kmld diHre to shew 
her face hi this houJse ; but theise sortof Cireattares 
are as impudent ifi t^ey mee wicfcedJ" 
• At tins moQkent the Sbwager ranji^ iSw heU 
Ihst siunmoned Mrs Po&bery muA Flotittce vm 
left, for a short time, to her own meditatiicilia,^ ot 
rather to her obBerVations ; for the teomeilt that 

 

the heoseJieepar^s back wad tumedy dbe hnnmb- 
atdy htgAa to inspect erery tSbing in ,the Tknak^ 
with tke a^dity of an iaitending jpurehaser. Bitt 
befinre iA«r h^d complekd ho* rarvey, (a old cot* 
pufent footmaoy who Was lame with tSie gout^eame 



in to inquire fixr his young lord, as he called the 
EarL 

" Don^t talk of his Lordship to me,^ cried 
Flounce, *' he's a naughty' man, and ^tis all his 
fauJt.'' 

^^ I wont Bdiercr » wovd on^*^ said the man, 
who had heard something of the separation from 
the servants of Lord Atensldeihat came with the 
Countess ; adding, ^^ b^re he fell in with your 
dMMied Iikiy««^^>*^«^ 

'^ Sty. da mttc d>  O , nmntrom f-^But the fel-* 
Idw^s a liiun|>Usi;r said PhMmse^ widl 9 xsost ii^^ 
eflUble «bflBf of in head; alttd 1^ ihe» added, 
^^ StmAf^ if y«m> knofw wliait ill ia to hwre gpaod? 
tiUmneilty yott iiSlfaruig in all|^tt^iaHdr take nonef of 
ifeaa libti9ki«8>wtlb me.^ Thtis aaielctiiBg and up- 
lnMi% her aMirapoibaK aoperianlr^. 



1.2 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 



AN ATTEMPT. 



MoBDAUNT, soon fkfter Vellum^s eventful iii^;^-^ 
view with the Earl, called 9X Sandfford House, 
to represent in the strongest terms to his XKirdU 
ship, the misery that he was evidently brh^ing 
upon himself; but he found him inexorahle* . 

^^ Had Lady Ssndyfoid not quitted the hoose^'V 
said his Lordship, ^^ thereby leaving me under att 
impression of her guih, or what I regard almost^ 
equally bad, in total carelessness whether I con- 
ndered her guilty or innocent, I might, perhaps, 
have been induced to re-consider her situation, 
but I cannot now. Her conduct confirms me in the 
Justice of the opinion I have been un&rtunately 
taught to form by her behaviour, ever since our. 
ill-fated marriage. She is incapable of caring for 
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any one, and the only pain she will feel for what 
has happened, is the damage that has perhaps 
been done to her own reputation.''^ 

Owing to a long debate in the House of Com- 
mons, the preceding evening, the newspapers were 
late in being issued that morning, and the Earl, 
aigaged with Vellum, had neglected to look at 
them. At this crisis of the conversation, how- 
ever, his Lordship, in folding up a note, happen- 
ed to th*0w his eye on the paragraph ingeniously 
inserted by Nettle, to turn the attention of the 
scandal-»W)ngas. It stated the extreme r^et of 
the editors and proprietors, that, by one of those 
inadvertaieies inseparable &om the haste with 
which » d«ly newqutper was necessarily compUed, 
a|i8ragraph relative to the elopement of Mrs C* 
with the gallant Colonel D., had been so placed^ 
in ecomection with on account of the Countess of 
SandyfiEXTd'^s assembly,! as to. induce some, of their 
readers to think it i^lied to that amiable and 
ubMc lady*— ^^ a mistdce which they could not suf- 
fiaently lament, even although assured that it had 
only occadoned a great deal of memmmt to the ^ 



3BX cKArm xxvin. 

£1^1 and Couai«68^ wbi^ w«fe e9&:fiimag mm^ 
able and exesnplaiy m miiried! life.'" 

His Lordship Imtsl into » fii ef lanj^t^r,. ev 
ckfttfiingp ^^ Ther^ are i^eSiy.no umh tt^Aaim as 
those of your efm^mp&tury hktoxias ^ snd. be^ 
hte^d (hef paper to Mordauntr . 

'' What cte be iho iiieamBg of fhia F «tM ti^ 
hoB^t eovQfery gentl^ttafi } ^^ Is* it 8iatit#?^ 

'' O dear» RO^'' reftied Ifae Earl i ''t£^<ailM^ 
and prepnet^rs siispeet they hsre got .isfcil vmim 
aerape^ and are ta^kinf^ tUs xa^dnd M Uppri— . 
the offended mwiait esicmpi$xsy mtmmg Ladgr 
Sttodyfin-d a«d noiysetf ; of whwr^it weidd^pear). 
tiley know about aa Hkudbi as Ihey da^ o£ ikm ftii^^. 
tical intrigues aid ibraeaaotiMSJrhtdi diay.iliB^ 
niinate and dnonide wiftftso'sroekaeeaoaiigp sagiF^t 

Ay " ...... 

^^ Moit8Ctt>Qfir ctkd AtoBfaiuart; 'M hackntf 
soeh 6mxuflioiBL ^ tbe liceittiottsne^a of ^tiii' 

^ The iModf tU% I lin av^anaed ^^ 
Eatv ^^ is^4J^t thgagjandahaaiftbwghtemiaajto. 
so expeditioiisl^^^ 



^ Who r exclaimed the Earl ; '< I d^ida»f 
j(m cfminff hmikssk^ ttd eapefi^ d<jet«8 of the 
a«a:e i»^Ete arc mck im4mst%t that didttg i« ii«r 
9^ieakii^ ti$ you* abocie aay t^nnaslt matter, irith^ 
out ent^ing into detwls obnoxkmfi^ 10 aU iirrefi^ 
tiy0 gexHOBL^ Wlio^ is tlriii €»g#, ewi Mss C t>e, 
bttt^betti^ebrailM^ lltiba WH^ tieiidli, the eldie^ 
iaiiglMr of ffiy Lad; Fafii«j^^ a {i^itsoi^age of grea^ 
npiiae and iafliic^ee sft the acandafous nwAA t m 
for the gaUastt Colonel, depend upost'V he ia iia» 
d^r dnoL th«t ftiio br^ ^raraggittifigr Hadis trto, 
itk^dl kiMim^ kaf baito 1^^ 
nKoegasf ffisdmat of ^ptaiif «yaiiirf M^^blib«v Mr- 

'* j^^ yeft h«f Ihlg^ lib&di ]F^ fbak aft lavan- 
ttMf^ baatyfmr doi a wfc h apysnii a^ny liaid^ beea^ 
aMritaedr 

; << Soidjr, Mittdaimt^'' aaUr AarEad, ^uot m 
fiM^N^jT danffeiiie luq[i|riaaflto IsaauotlaM 00 mwU 

add BdOf^My aa { ecnaiSi^ tbe^ MWi|pa{>iira-N«4ha 
heart and bowels were consumed on the aljiar dT 



n 
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the Eumeniides long ago. But I cvBm»i' 

who has taken the trouble to interfere so expedi- 

liousljr.'" 

Mordaont. then told his-. Lordship of the eon^' 
versation which he had held with Andrew^ de- 
scribing the singular appearance and euiming am- 
plidity of our hero. 

Tbe Earl was struck with the infermation, and 
exclaimed, ^^ It is impossible that Wylie couU> 
have contrived any thing half so ingenious as this 
par^apk But I will sound the bottom of it 
immediately.'" i 

In the same mom^rait his Lordshijp rung the 
bell. Wylie happeoed to be then at the door^' 
coming to thank, him &r his kindness ; and- the 
sa*vant who answered the bell annuunoed him;. ^ 

Andrew, from the moment that Vellum hid 
communieal«d to him the generous interf^a^ence^ 
of the Earl, had undergone an intellectual trans- 
mutal^n: An irresistible sentiihent of gratitude 
arose in his heart, so strong and pawecfol,.that.it/ 
became as it irere a pxindiple of du^ ;. and ac- 
tuated by tbia baUovred md gracious feeling, with- 
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ottt reflectbg oa the iinpropriel8)r of obtruding on 
his Lordship, at a time when a inore wcHrldly head 
would have concluded that the Earl was not likely 
to be in a humour to receive him> he wentto Sandy- 
ford-hoTise. 

On aitfirii^ the Kfarary, he was struck with 
the change in his Lordship^s mien and air. . In-^ 
stead of the quiet smile of intellectual ind<dence 
wludh his Lordship usually wore, his countenance 
was lifted up^ and there was a quickness in Im 
eye, and a precision in his manner, that discon-. 
certed the self-possession of our hero. 

" How i».thi3, Wylie!— here already!'' said 
the Earl, surprised at his sudden appearance. ) 

^^ I jtan. come, to thank, your Lordship,'' said 
Andrew, modestly. 

The Earl was as much astonished, at the dSS- 
dence with which this answer was expressed, as- 
i^Jidrew himself was at the exactitude of his Lord-^^ 
ship's qpiestion. Moidaunt looked on, curiouslp 
examining them both. 

^^ Say nothing about thanks, Wyfie," cried his 
Lordship. ^^ I h(^ what Mr Vellum intends to 



t9 Ayr ymx irifl. M jvgiid bgr y#ur«ii«iymg<e 
giw^ nm raiiraMii<iii»' 

hett«;r, my Loid^ but ife hnafft i»eik; I lsi|wi 
howsomever, that your Lordship wUl ie^ mm im 
iometiiaig ta xddiqi^ jmmmif m wBdi at Mir.VdU 

DeninMift tcr «iroid.tBi&pconR)fai» flC-^uK Itm^s 

t$A yo« tdl i&e b^w tibis gotiafea th»iicM|nipor ?^ 

Andrew ^«ad it over sttidmidyf Md dua dtikf 

^ My Loid^ ihK ii^ gUaom^Ae;'' and lie then 

ezplMod t» the £iu^ tfaaat lK.aiipeetodilwat.# 

dmce l»i ohrnate^: At cAot o£ the^ fenaor ptta- 
graph. 

BCovdaiwt W40 mxpdieA «t tbe eagMity of the 
■eemmg rinq^etoMf. Hi»Loiddii]^Wa0Xi»leflir,a»;i 
and plaaaed witb the cqiaeideMe with hiui f^mtk 
opiMEny lowUy eaqnteBacd hig ippvobotiNHi of dia 
eonjecture, 

Ote faen^Aetf relifted what kid pataed hetv^en 
him asdi Nettle;. 9Ma^ mm» teAe^etaana of hi< 



oim^ <^aieliiilec^ a$ h^ sitmni^dy to %lst^ fb^ 
importance which he tstq^sed the £«^1 aCtailtifed 
10 tbe^ 'pm&ff^$;ph. ^ f Eey Or^ $1 whe^ii^l^ gl^ds 
li thii^ tdwn,^ nM he, sMy loofemg horn ttsddf 
Us bent brows. ^^ Though it^s A kaftgH lee, Aiy 
I^d^ I hope the tM htM is^t wM b6 times ^^ 
that yodi^^ diT' 1.^'dy--^ — ^ 

The EarFs countenance changed^ flfiHd Ajft^Jb^^ 
elffttidc tiftMj&^^fy friHn^ the sle»d ir^bdb^^ of his 
ejr€ *r bat Masimsmy Wbe^ saw th^ ireltiaeattl pyci« 
eaispAaa ot the obse^iAiciti^ kK^bi^ imd 8l^<]^ 
^^ Yd«( ate fiitd right, Mr WyBe ; «Sd ym. miM 
T^iS^ better sktew ^ seiise df obfigsktion, which you 
amm i» feel tohiriair^ Ms- Le^dsti^, than fey wish- 
Mgy as yi$iv d<:^^ a rteio^^ilki^ti w^ tfee Cotmtei^^ 

Lord gandyfe^d feH oSfefided! with MoNlftilftt 
for the* fi*«fedoia with #ifie& h€f a)Mr€toi^^ ikdself 
so openly on so delicate a sdbjeet, and' to si^ y^Mg 
It mm, atfd one, too, of our* hemV eondi^oft. 

Ajidrew, ho^wer^*, was ence^ettaged by iM» i^ 
terposition, and saie^ *^ O&Sike, my lu&rit^ ye 
n$MmM fk^ tp ^ my thie^ I say ; f<»< itWoidS be 
an ill return for your Lotddip^a: goodiMi^,' Md 
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the discretion I have had at my Led^^s han, 
were no I to etde my best "^ 

" Peace !^ cried the Earl. . Andrew looked 
round to Mordannt, coweringly and jocularly, as 
if in dread of a castigation. 

" You might at least hear what Mr Wylie has 
to say,^ cried Mordaunt. *' JSjndness at all times 
merits civility .'^ 

" Well, and what has Mr Wylie to say ?" ex- 
claimed the Earl, a little contemptuously, look* 
ing at our hero, who was, howevqjr, none daunted 
by hisT maimer, but, on the contrary, urged bygrati* 
tude and the encouragemait of Mordaunt, replied, 

^ I didna think your Lordship was sic a spun- 
kie— ye^U no mend your broken nest, my Lord, 
by dabbing at iu So, out o^ the regard I hae 
baith for you and my Leddy, I would spear what 
for ye put her awa^ ?" 

The Earl, confounded by this category, almost 
laughed, and cried, ^^ Why, thou paaragicm of ani- 
mals, she weut away herselfl^ 

" Poor body," replied Andrew, " ye maun hae 
used her very ill, my Lord ?** 
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^ This was said in such a maimer, that Mordaimt 
and the Earl looked at each other. He saw their 
astonishment, but took no notice of it, continuing, 
^^ She was a fine Leddy — maybe a wee that dres- 
sy and fond o^ ou%ait — ^I^U no say she was en- 
tirely without a &ult, for we a^ hae our faults, my 
Loxd^^^-iand am in a great ane to q>eak wi^ thia 
fireedom to your Lordship ; but when I think what 
ye hae done for me-^I was a friendless lad, and 
ye took me by the ban'*, — ^and could I sit stiQ and 
mee scadie befall my benefactor, I wouldna be a 
stack o^ Ihe ri^t stock that^s bred on the Ian' o' 
Scotland."' 

There was something in this af^nroaching to 
energy ; insomuch, that ihe Earl said, ^^ I am 
mMhobUgedtoyou; I thank you for the interest 
you take in my happiness. It does honour to 
your feelings ; but yo\i will oUige me by saying 
no more on the stttgect!" 

The manner in which his Lordship spoke was 
at once mild and firm. It admitted of no reply, 
and it oWeadei no feeling. It neither made our 
hero sensible Aat he had transgressed the limits 
of decorum, nor that he ought to r^et what he 



HaA dotte ; btif if eSbefMk&y Am&A bk Mps, and 
he rose to ta&e Ms lea^e* The £ad said to hsAy 
M he Was €fn t&e poiBf ef i^^fttkig, *^ I isit«efdedl 
to litfi>i^ had tbe pieasere a# aeekKg y^m wiih Mf 
VeUifioi before leatii)!g toiftt; tet {hat I fij^ wtt 
ffdf fie^ %e CDti^ei^ftt Make nfjr eomi^inieiM 
to kiiAv ^^ ^7t ^^ hB mil kave tike geedboesa 
li^ se&df the p»pm!n I iranl to Cbaatioigtoit-HaS, m 
I bave Jet^fiftikied'toset ofiTeaifiy tOMnonrbw waixw 

A^dve^5 nith taialsbk reiipeetfyiieeis,^ abd moie 
eldotioQ^ iksm hi» IioirdiiUp cke^sied lam auacaptiU 
ble of, then withdrew. 

^^ I aaf giad to be rid of tlie fidlow/" said his 
LordsMp, aa the daor ^skitit ; ^^ we abendd have bean 
aalfiitoic% with handkei^hie&at oat tragical ejm 
pf esendy ; mi a» I do hot think the 9eittifllr 
dialeef ia art afi siiiicie&dy sonerom &r Unk 
verse, don'^t you think, as »iKMrtter of taster it waar 
s%lit 1^ settd bbtt henee i I am^ sorry,, bowevier, 
to bate been so piamHij^tory with hiuiL The gada 
pky tndi^ ov bewnis ae 8huttleeDdEd.f*^li&ee k a 
mifidao that i ^ n^t believe bad Itfe to £98l 
0^t^ $» ifi»idl> has gome off &fl«tmg serafk, <ed^ 
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jbeeiMBing at osice ihe noUest wodk of GeAm- 
filarding iay ihaser hqnaiiily Almost jaato tteini.'"'*^* 

During tlifi dne that l^is Laidfibip 9us ihsv 
speakmg, he continued walking up and down ifae 
binary. fiometiBies he ad^essed himself ito Mor- 
4atiivt ; but, for the ^most pait, what he said was 
in seliloquy, and he was eyidentiy d^^y agita- 
ted ; at last he laade a ftdl stop, aiid said^ ^^ I am 
leally persuaded that this yaung ^ Edwin is no tuI- 
gar boy.'' There is hmu^ rivtue in that awkwaxd 
stnplirity -of his ; ftr it begets negligenjoetowardbs 
his talents, and that «i€;g%enee enables him to ac- 
quire advantages which 4Jie creature, hy a <niri«U8 
instinct, somehow uses in a way that is positively 
commanding, but which, in any other individual, , 
would be downright and intolerable presumption 
and impudence.*" 

After this the conversation became light and 
general, all further allusion to the separation be- 
ing studiously avoided. The Earl occasionally, 
however, spoke of his intended journey next morn- 
ing to Chastington-HaU ; but, as if there was 
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•Bomething unhappy associated with the idea, he 
as often hastily embraced another topic. Before 
MoFdaunt left him, he gave orders for the carnage 
to be ready at an early hour, to convey him from 
town. 

. ^^ I have long thought,^^ said he, in bidding 
Mordaunt farewell, ^^ that excellence was a very 
modest ingredient ; but I had no conception that 
wisdom lurked in so strange a form as in that crear 
ture WyKe. Therefore, I would advise you' to 
trust him in your conjugal affair; and' if he 60 
you service, which, from h\s acuteness, I am sure 
he may, you will not neglect to reward him. I 
wish that I had noticed his true eharacter sooner.*^ 
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CHAPTER XXIX* 



THE FAMILY MANSION. 



CHASTiNaTON-HALL, the piiiidpal seat of the 
Sasdyford family, was one of those fine old man- 
sions, i^hich are only to be seen in England, and 
which combine, with the antique grandeur of the 
baronial castle, the cheerftil conveniences of the 
modem villa. It was erected in the latter part of 
Queen Elizabeth^s reign, when the airy pinnacles^ 
turrets, and tracery of the Gothic style, were first 
attempted to be assimilated to the symmetry of 
classic architecture. 

The court^yard was entered by a stately por- 
tal, surmounted by a clock in a templar edifice, 
crowned with a d^me, in the form of an earPs co- 
ronet ; and the quadrangle of the court, in the 
centoe of which a marble fountain threw up w». 
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ter, from the shells of mermaids and tritons, was 
surrounded by an arcade. Numerous doors opened 
from this arcade to the lower range of apartments^ 
and a spacious marble staircase^ richly adofned 
with allegorical paintings, in the taste of Charles 
the Second^s Jamef asoendfid from the court to 
splendid suites of galleries and chambers, all fur- 
nished in that <»sdy itnd masaye jslyle which ac« 
corded with the formal pageantry of the magnifi- 
cent oototieis of die Stttarts* 

The situatiflsi was diosen wijtJi admiaraUe tastfe 
and judgment. Theman£aonQcou|aedihe^UiffiB& 
of ii gentle mmg ground, in die QiidJb ^ an ex^ 
iensive park, naturally cammandiiig a wide 4a^ 
feimve piKwpect 4 .and die approach was Iprjr a jasr 
l^rb avenue of faeedb toe^^ wfaieh seemed to droop 
dior brandies in aahntaAion, as ^dieir master, toh 
wards die dose jof the day, was daaveni rapidly to^ 
wards the portal. 

T)^ Esrl had neirer before yieatted diis psincely 
{dace, anil^ of couicse, it had suffienod by fais ab- 
^Aoiee ; aldsioiigh the jerYahts had presewedev^ry 
l&ing ^ wcU as it coul4 he peesenred, wkhout 10^ 
^pairs and senovatieais^ It had, iherefiNre^ in aome 
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degree, a &ded and ffielasdioly appearance, and 
^en ihe carriage passed through the grand en^^ 
trance, his Lordship thonght, or rather felt, that 
the ^hoes in the arcade^ clamoured as if they had 
been suddenly awakened by the unusual sound of 
wheels, and reb«^ed him for his long neglect. 

As he travelled with post horses, he was ac- 
companied only by Servinal, his valet ; indeed, 
he had determined to make no other addition 
to the usual establishment at Chastmgten4iafl, 
the strict economy to which he was resolved to 
teduee himself, requiring every practical retrench- 
ment. 

Thning the greater part of the journey he had 
been sflent aaaid thoughtful ; t3ie only observation 
which he made, in the whole tune of the last 
«ti^, escaped from him involuntarily, when he 
first beheld the numerous gilded dmnes and tur- 
rets of the maninon, glittering above the trees in 
die setlang-sun. It was simple, brief, and em- 
phatic, — ^^ Have I thought of sacrificing this ?^ 

The carrii^e drove in to the foot of the grand 
staircase, where the servants were assembled to 

VOL. I. M 
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receive him. The men Were; for ;the most paxt, 
grey-headed, and in their best Uveries ; but, al- 
though the colours were the same, the fi&hion of 
the clothes was not in so spruce a taste as those 
of their London compeers; and some of them, 
instead of smart white cotton stockings, wore their 
legs decently clothed in grey worsted. The house^ 
hold appearance of the women was no less peculiar. 
They were likewise dressed in their gayest attiie, 
but rather in the orderly Sabine simplicity of the 
grange and farm, than in that buxom neatneiB 
that characterizes the fuU-formed female dome»- 
tics, belonging to those seats of the nobility, which 
the families are still so patriotic as to Tisit r^o- 
larly in summer, like the swallows and cuckoos. 

But we should be guilty of unpardonable in- 
civility towards Mrs Valence, the housekeeper, 
were we to allow a personage of her importance 
to be dismissed from our account of the EarFs r^ 
ception, without some special and discriminative 
marks of our regard, particularly as hisXiordship 
himself shewed, by the most cottrteoOs deference, 
the high esteem in which he held her character ; 
and the equally great satisfaction with whieh he 
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persuaded, at the first gknce, she had, on all 
ooearions, u]^eld the digooty and consideration 
cxf the family. She wa& a tail and ample person- 
age, with a gende oscillation of the head, which 
seemed rather to^ indicate a h^ senee of her own 
flipr^nacy, than the infirmity of a slight paralytic 
afibet»)n. She stood on the third step of the 
slair, in the stately superioritjr of a fuU suit of 
daife-brown rustling doutile-talanet, of which the 
imstinted flounces, and manifold ruffle cuffif, bore 
testimony to the taste and prodigality of the man- 
taa>makers of other times ;' a vast weB^starched 
kerchief souffle expanded her bosom into swan- 
^ke amplitude ; and her hahb was not only highly 
fiaflded and powdered, but sustained a spacious 
structure of lao^ mudins, catgut, and ribbons, 
'the very wiry skeleton of which was sufficient 
to have fohnshed iron for the shackles of more 
than twenty perjured lovers in these d^nerate 
days. Her hands and arms were invested with 
cambric gloves, as pure as the napery' which it 
was her pride and delight, once more, before she 
died, to give out that momihg to old Coridy, the 
btttkr, fox the use of hex noUe masteaf ; and hc^ 
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feet were in aoneof'tliMe lUfdiop thiags thit «« 
only fit tost Ae ttcddbaobcr, bntdnsoKoualjr Ji^ 
BtaUed in lii|^-liecldd red Movoeto shamy ndbiPk 
ed vith ksBOfts of irhke lAbon, ibd Jtfflueat) tlmt 
diey idlaracted tke fditeDtion c£ Iw litidBbif^ 4K 
die eonduotod bm tkrcre^ i^ 
the pirindpal drswing^^room, and he could sot* 
fiidn firom cempIimontiDg ker^ men ^al 4iie 
pence of a pun, in haning iwodbi handaiwe bevuK 
at her feet 

Mrs Valcnee stopped instantlj at the ^watim^ 
and fdacing hear hands locmflflj ovo^ each odasr^ 
en her bosom, made him as ^volemn a curtsey.ms 
the Bdneess Bnjwli at the GonHaencemeitt of ami- 
nnet^ at a birdt^dajrhallof her late moat graeimifi 
Majesty Queen Charli^^te. His Lordship, irhh 
no less correspoaidii^ gravity, a»tunied a pasofomid 
bov ; and when die had secoPBxed her wonted 
^lerarion, he ftUaared h^ an aOence, fwoodanig 
into what venemlde paiaee, amiddi Ae pag^a^t 
rites a»d iddm homages of Adry^knd, "be had 
been so cumody translated 

.When be ^enlcQ^^tifiei 'datfvring^iiecm, he ivas 
|»leased wiA the domestic taste'inwhidiit wk 
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evUendjr set for use, notwithstfiatog the heavy 
gAdiisbffmuima of the fimntuze,^ bat fdt a little 
linappoiBted at seeiiig die silvar dutiiddiers and 
aaonoes filled iriA eanfleiK; hoirever, he good- 
hmouredly resolved to attow llie eld servants to 
indkilge theiasdves io^ that nighty nor, on reflec- 
tian, . was he avvsew/ to obtam unsought, a qpeci- 
mea of the heteditSBcy stjie in. whieh his amcei^rs 
had boen aeeustomed to^liie.. While he was cur- 
sorily looking at the pioturea which adorned the 
waBs, but winehyaatibe sun: was set, he could see 
only imperfeedy^ his lealet came into the room to 
iBN|dffe i£ he intended to dress- for dkiner. 

^^ I believe it ia not Wi0i«h ^trtiHe, Sendnal.— 
BatpctJBi^ I otight^ they wiU expeet it,^ said 
the EaotL 

'^ I tWnh Aeydo^my Lord,^ repUed Servinal. 

<' Then,'' cned die Eazl, '< I will not disap. 
peinti tbenau Hasee y^m favouf^t a oourt^dress 
mA, yon.^ 

The valet smikd^ and said he»had net. 

When his Lorddup hadt diressed^ and had re- 
Htmed back into the dnnrn^^room^ the bell ovetr 
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the portjed was mug, and the famue-stewndy a Te- 
spectable old inan, oat of livery, annoimoed that 
dinner was ready. The Earl IbUowed him, and 
immediately on entering the jnetove-galkry, an- 
other old man proclaimed, ^^ My Li<»d P upon 
which the fidding-doons at the end of the gaUery 
were tiirowii open, by two yonnger footmen. The 
Earl proceieded, and on reaching the hmding- 
place, he turned round to Mrs Valence, who was 
standing there, and said, with anahr of great con- 
sideration, ^^ Pray does Que^i Ehxabeth, with the 
noble Earl of Leicester, dine here to^y P^ 

<< I believe not, my Lord,"* replied the statdy 
house-keeper, with nndistmbed oonaeqomtiidity. 

This was more than Uie Earl ei^ected, jmd 
it forced him to hiugh as he descended the great 
staircase ; but, on entering the dining»room, or 
rather, as it was called among the household, the 
banquettingii>room, he started on seeing s table laid 
out for at least a dozen guests, and covered with 
ponderous andiait knassy plate. 

^^ What is the meaning of this?^ be exclaim- 
ed in a tone of disfdeaaure ; ^^ Who is to dine 
here ?^ 
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CorUy, the bader, came up, and with three 
hojira told him, that ^ it was an old custom of the 
fiuoily to dine always in state while at Chasting^ 
ton, in order to be prepared to receive any guests 
that might by accident come.^ 

The Earl would have said, I hope it is not ex- 
pected that I am to keep open house ; but he 
decked himself, and said gaily, ^^ Fashions are 
somewhat changed since the golden age-«-that is, 
the age of the guineas, CorUy. However, to- 
mgfat perform your duty as you were wont to do 
in my &ther^s time; or rather, if you -please, in 
my gnmd£itherV^ 

^^ I was not, my Lord, in the service of Earl 
James, your Lordship^s grandfather,"^ said Cork- 
ly, with an air that would have been called digni- 
fied in an old courtier speaking of George the Se- 
cond ; ^^ but I have been forty-three years in the 
service of your Lordship^s noble family ."" 

'' IMeed r said the Earl, phiyfully ; '' then I 
must take lessons fiom. you as to the etiquettes I 
am bound to observe at Chastiiigt^a C and, in 
saying these words, he seated himself at the 
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tondied. thr* spnog of a latrgti B^micid Gcanooi 
docky wKich immedajBtelgr begMis^to plaji one: of 
HandeTs oTCftores; Bttt. tbe niadUmrjr* bdag 
somewhat out of tune^ die Esrl cdM outta tbcan 
iir msrcy to slop that, honcid mnaieal Ogce^ a&d 
tnmbgroiuid to die Imdei^jsaMk; '5 Save iae dm 
disoord of. Magogli acoogiliMWinfttit tor nqpknfe 
and fork, and I w31 not. mtafiBte w^;]romrntes 
and honn^gea tonif^t*^ 

^< Afi yonf Lofdfihip fhmtB,^ replied Coridj, 
with the rer^ence of a worshipper 

The eye and fancy of the Karl were thna inte- 
rested and amnaedon the night of li^ firat amval 
at the great maaabn: of his ancestara^ Thevfi:«as 
a simi^iidty in the domeati^y which pfeaaad'faiin 
exceedii^lyy and their, little awkwardneasei^ widi 
the- formality and oeremomdl which, ihey: made 
use of in their attendanee, seemed to himiatumee 
venerable and> pictuxeaque. Gorkly told him, 
that although the oelbs had not faemt mplauidi- 
ed for more than thirty yeac% it still q mlia i«a d 
several delicious vintages^and theEarl encounvad 
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ihe ginttons old own tor expatuite on the glories 
of otfarar jmn; botthoiigli be seemed anmaedlrf 
the reeilel, an ocemmd abide came ovte his 
spbrits, and he reflected, with a sigh, on the ti»- 
honoured years he had squandered away in Lon- 
don. 

When he retomed to the drawing-room, it was 
superbly illuminated ; but his heart recoiled from 
ibe solitary grandeur around, and as it was yet 
early in the evening, he ordered a fire to be 
lighted in a smaller apartment. He inquired if 
there were any books in the house, and heard, 
with surprise and delight, that it contained a li- 
brary of many thousand volumes, to which, how- 
ever, no addition had been made since the death 
of his &ther ; indeed, every inquiry served to Re- 
mind bipi how much he had neglected this prince- 
ly mansion, and how he had declined from the 
patriotic aristocracy of his Others. 

The following morning he walked ii^to the 
park, and saw in every place the stateliest trees 
marked for ihe woodman, and many already 
feUed. 

m2 
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I could not have imagined,^ he said, in wri- 
ting to M ordaimt, and mentionix^ the effect on 
his feelings, ^^ that the odd tiidc was such an edge 
tool.'' 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



NOBLE AUTHORSHIP. 



The first week, after the arrival of Lord Sandy- 
ford at Chastington-haQ, passed more agreeably 
than might have been expected, considering the 
suddenness of the change which it occasioned in 
his manner of living. Two or three days were 
spent in examining the house, and the curio^ 
sities which remained as so many monuments of 
the taste and whim of his ancestors r and, above 
aD, in an inspection of the family pictures. His 
Lordship had some pretensions to a physiogno- 
mical perception of character, and he amused him- 
self with conjectures as to the mind and disposi- 
tion of the direct line from which he was himself 

m 

descended, tr&dng, or rather fancying that he 
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traced, the features whkh indicated the parlicttlar 
points of resemblance in their respective charac- 
ters. This recreation was occasionally broken in 
upon by visits from some of the neighbouring gen- 
tlemen, with whom, although he received th«n with 
his wonted politeness, he shewed no inclination to 
cultivate an acquaintanne; onthd ctoaitrary, he took 
several opportunities to inform them, that he had 
come to ChastingtoB esjMressly fer retirement. He 
also visited his domain ; and having suspended the 
general orders for die easttinf dolm «f ihe timber, 
he formed ftoBi hia own observationaiioth^ ^«ai 
tif thinning iiie woodsy wi^Mmt mAlesalfy' affiwt^ 
ing the beauty of the sylvan fiuidture of the|iarii^ 
especially in the immediate vidmaty of the nu0ii^ 
sibn* His eye had a natural pm:eption* of die pie- 
turesque ; and the plan which he duls, adopted^ 
instead of impairing the magnjfieoioe'rf the ridte 
tfid walksy had the effect of reoderiBg them taoH 
pleasiuat andidiverafied in the views. The tvees 
whick woie fdled allowed more light, as it weie^ te 
be thrown upon the landscape, and piospeets. were 
opened, of the extent of whidh mo praiiow aonfiqp^ 
tion had been: lixnned. 
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It ««8 his custom' m Ae isoziinig tD side n^^ 
tli& jNttky ttidfipom tlie di^eml.eininfiiioesy toei^ 
amgie irliat dastant olgaets might, be seen fioom 
die parts covered widi wood ; and then to ordet 
the woodmeK to. fell in such dixectio9L as would 
fairing a Tillagekspive^ an aaicieBt tower, or a modem 
mamdon, into the termination^ of the liflta whieh 
they laid open. But it was axound the. Hall that 
tUs speeies of pictoresque economy was most jn9> 
didottfily raaoagedi In the course of years^ die 
timber had so inereased in magnitude^ that it in» 
dosed thebmldiBg with a depth and dailme^s of 
nadNrageowr boughs,, altogether inconsistent with 
lh» flodd'l^jfatness- of the ardiitecture«-*the e£bct 
of which produced a degree oJ^f^oom and sokm* 
nity m the bidlding, sinrangely at yananee with 
liM fimcifiii slyle of the place. The EarU by 
tfaioivJBg down some of the trees which had grown 
to s«eh a height as to intercept the views^ and 
hy letting in the light through the general masses 
of die surroimding woods, producol & chai^ truly 
iMigicai; but he qpared the celebrated chesnut 
darkens the southern windows. The hi- 
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mentation ini tke neighbourhood, for the fine old 
trees of ChastingUm, was changed into rejoicings 
and all the Tisttors declared thdr delight and 8»> 
tisfaction at the improvements. 

Bnt although, in this manner^ the Earl for 
some time created not only amusemcsit, but busi* 
ness for himself, there was a sameness in the un- 
dertaking, and a patience reqmsite, which did not 
exactly suit the ardour and activity of his charao* 
ter, and he.had recourse to other means of recrea* 
tidm. Having prescribed their work to the wood* 
men, he resolved to wait the issue of the fhll ef^ 
feet ; and in order that he might prevent his rest-^ 
lessness from preying cm himsdf, he endeavoured 
to find pastime in changing the appearance of the 
state apartments, not by the expensive medium of 
repairs or upholstery, but by new arrangements 
of the paintings and sculpture, the china, and the 
cabinets ; but still there was something wanting. 
This also he found must become a subordinate 
concern— -a matter of occasional recreation ; for it 
afibrded ntme of that earnest exercise to the mind 
whidi he longed to obtain. At last he had re> 
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course to the Ixbraxy ; and after a miaodlflEaeoiis 
and cursory glance of the coUee&m^ he set him- 
self into a r^pilar course of historical readings 

To read was, with Lord Sandyford, to think 
Every page diat his eye trarelled furnished some 
new assodation to his mind, till the most remark* 
able and striking incidents of general history be- 
came connected with the passing topics of his own 
time ; for the French Revolution was then raging 
m all its fiiry, and drawing into its deistructive 
whiripool the venerable institutions of successive 
wisdom and experience. 

The excitement which this systematic acquid- 
lion of knowledge produced, operated to an imme- 
diate effect. His Lordship became dissatisfied with 
die inadeq[uate policy by which it was attempted 
to suppress the natural issue of a long continued 
accumulation of moral impulses; and actuated by 
the new light which he had acquired on the sub- 
ject of national mutations, began to write an his* 
torical view of the political effects of popular opi- 
nions. 

When he had. finished this pamphlet, he was 
consdous that, however just his reflections, and 



waA^wgnngmteat, mich' as ^vould do bin credh in 
the dmmcter of an author. He vbs avaire, that 
ihe habit he had acquired of oontempIatiBg erery 
thii^ thxough an iromcal mednan, m some degree 
oflfeeled his reaaoiuiig eiren in his most aenaim 
nonmits; and that he used terms uidphrasea in 
a reotmdite senee, not altogether understood by 
the generality of the puUic; so that, irhiie hfii 
taste, with respect to the Gomposation of othere, 
was remarkably pure and just, he feared that his 
own work might be considered as conoeited inJNa 
^fiction, and deficient in that ab of fiineetity es- 
sential to pxoduoe effect*' He tfaerefinre longed ftr 
the assistance of a litarary ftiaid to coiyeet its^is- 
oongruities ; but ihere was no sudb being' wtlidn 
theidiole compass of all the adjacent parishes. 
At one time he thought of writing to his^ booI& 
setter in London to procure, and send to him by 
the eoa<^9 some one of those retamers of the press^ 
who execnte the editorial duties to new eAdlMui of 
old works ; but he had early taken an anti-sooisl 
pngudioe agaitist authors and artiste m general, 
and eosdd net endure the thoi^ht «f havii^ Us 
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whom h»' oormd^&teAr m- ao^y dkiidoss to evevy 
thing thal< but flefimed tp iiil6sfeT& w^h dieu? vMir 
tie8* PttbUjah, hoiwe^etx he mu^; he febkhisafBdf 
DTfiedto it hf the T«ry haaid of Fate itaeli^ and he 
could jaot least the fearee cf » Beeeseity that w«r 
as inreaiatible tohim^ as* if he had been the hexo 
of a Greek. or G^naaa tragfady^ yearnisg to com' 
mita^dJiBer 

In this diloTOTwhe thov^t of our heror^vhoae 
prudence he had begun to entertain a fayoucahle 
opinion^, and wrote to him to find, some dever 
literary manj^ who would; undertake to. prepaa^. e 
pam]^et for the pres&>. saying, thati he would 
pay liberally fov the tamtSBGe^, bu4 th«t he wished 
to remain unloiewn, 

Andrew was Stt first not a little pei:]^ax6d hf 
the SarrsoemQUs^koi. He knew naauther, nor 
was.be. in habitS! of interoowse with any. one who 
. did.; till setoUeoting Nettle^ the reporter^ he re- 
solved to apply to him, with a previouft detail^ 
naliiin^ he^weTe^ not to. emf^oy bimin the busi* 
mtm. Aocoidii^l^^ the. saieeaiiernoon in wfai^ 
;b]e LoiddiipV tortesj^ he went Uii the 
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newspaper-ofioe, under the pretest of iaqiiiriiigof 
Nettle, if he knew of asny pen(m who would take 
charge of a emidl parcel to Scotland for him. 

No visit was ever better timed ; it was exactly 
at the wonted hour when Nettle usually went to 
his chop-house for dinner; and Andrew, while 
e{>eaking to him respecting the little packet he 
had to send to bis grandmother, said, ^* But, Mr 
Nettle, if yeVe gaun to seek your dinner, ii*s just 
my time too, and maybe yell no olgect to let me 
go with you.'' 

Nettle was not a little pleased with the propo- 
aition ; for, possessing a strong relish of drollery, 
Andrew was a character that could not fail, he 
thought, to ftimish him with some amusement. 

^^ But,'*' rejmned our hero, when he found his 
company accepted, ^^ yell no tak me to an extra- 
vagant house — no that I mind, mair than my 
neighbours, to birl my bawbee at a time, but in 
ilka^y meals, I am obligated to hae a regard 
for frugality." 

Nettle profited by the hint, and took Andrew 
to one of the best coffee-houses in the ne^hbour- 
hood. Our hero perceived his drift ; bat he also 



NOBLE AITTKOISBIP. 883 

t)i<kight to himself, ^^ this is an occasion vfhea I 
should birl my bawbee.^ Howev^, upon entering 
the room he feigned great alarm, and catching 
hcJd of his companion earnestly by the arm, said, 
'* Noo, Mr Nettle, I hope this house is no aboon 
halfa-crown. Od, Mr Nettle, I dinna like the 
looks o^t — I doobt the folk that come here drink 
wine.*" 

Nettle laughed, and seating himself at one of 
the tables, said, *^ Don't be frightened, Andrew ; 
leave the matter to me — I'll manage every thing 
in the most economical manner.'^ 

^^ Mind it'^s on condition ye do sae that I sit 
dbun,** replied our hero, seemingly very awkward- 
ly affected by the appearance of the company 
around, as if a yoimg man, who was in the prac- 
tice of frequenting the tables and parties of the 
most fitshionable houses, was likely to be discon- 
certed by the migratory visitants of a coffee-house. 
But he perceived that the reporter was uninfoniied 
as to this, and his object was to make this man of 
the town subservient to his purposes. 

Dinner was ordered by Nettle, who, while it 
was setting down, said drily, " It is usual, you 



loMWy to hm a botde oE wMte irttie dam 

ner ; but as we are on an economical legim^n, I 

ivfll only order a pint^ 

^ I never ovdered a pint o^ wine iince I was 
bom^^ cried Andrew to Nettle, wbo immedistely 
mAf ^^ O Tery well, I have no plgection^^^Waites, 4 

briii^ a^ bottle.^ 

Our bero was here caught in his own snare, 
and exdaisied, widi unaiected nncerity, ^ A 
whote bottle T 

Nettle was exceedzn^y diverted, and langfaed 
at his own joke, espedaUy when Andrew said, as 
the wine was placed msi the table, ^^ This ia yfrhst 
I ca^ a rank shame T but he waa much l^ss di»- ' 

^ieased than he pretrad#d, and ctmningly added, 
^^ Tm tbinkii^ that this trade of translatuig and 
writing paragraphs €£ yovxn^ Mr NettU> is no fti 
ill line, an a body could get W0el iitlal't, and had a 



nune.^ 



^^ I think,^ replied Nettle^ delisted with hia 
oonqMokm, ^^ that you oug^t to try your handt 
Andrew. I^m sure any thing from your pen moat 
amnae the pnbUc.^ ^ 



I 
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^ Hooljr, hoAjy^ cnad Andrew ; ^^a^ in a |^d« 

bat we maun creep befcare we .gnig-«<aiily dieMilt 
a^amofiity m the craft that I dinna wed imder- 
alini; .and that ia, how to oonrec the press, and 
to put in the points, wi' thelave o^ the wee pie- 
jinldties ; that, I hae« dioiigfat, is no an easy con^ 
cem.'' • 

. ^^ Aato ihe wee pwjinkities, as you call them, 
aainuBtters of that^asvt, the printers take a grsat 
peat of ihe trouble off Ae woAoi'm hands. But 
the plague ia wxdi die substantial matter, Andjmr; 
dflliwts in diat are not ao eanly remedied.^ 

« But suxdiy they can be remedied P^ eadaui* 
ed our aly -simpieton. 

Netde was mightily pleased with tins saliy, and 
said, " Andrew, when your book's ready to print, 
kt me know, and 111 giye yna a lift in that way.^ 

'^ It's very discreet o' you to o£fer sae ; but is'^t 
tnie that lithere are folk in London whamak a toe- 
*ving by sic like wark?'' 

^^ True r died Nettie. ^^ How do you suppose 
die ^eeehes of members of parliament are gpt up 
ftorpufaiieatbi^M^tlie voyages and travek of eoua- 
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tvy gentlemen^-Mioyels of ladies of £nhion'-M>f any 
of the other et cetera by which* illiterate opulence 
Bfi^B to obtain Uterarjr renown ?^ 

'* Weely this London is a wondeifiil place,* re-^ ^ 

plied Andrew ; ^' and are there really folk that do 
thae kind o^ jobs for' siller ?^ ,* 

^' To be sure there are; and they make a snug 
thing of it.** 

^ Noo, Mr Nettle, that^s what I camia oompte- 
hend- Hae they shops or offices ?-<-Whar do they 
bide ?— r And how are they kent ?-— They hae nae 
signs up ?-What's their denomination ?- , 

/^ It^s not easy to answer so many questions in 
a breath,^ replied Netde ; ^^ but I could name you d 

fifty. There, for example, is our own countryman, - 
Mole, he makes a thousand a-year by the busi. 



ness.*" 



i( 



Wed, to be sure, how hidden things are 
brought to light ! I ne'er,^ exdiaimed Andrew, 
'^ could &thom by what hook or crook he was lee^ 
ving, nor whar he leeves.— Whar is't ?" 

Nettle told him ; and. Andrew, inwardly orer- 
joyed, proposed to dxittk his health, as a credit to 
Scotlmd} in a bulnper, although the doth was^not 
removed. 
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^' Stop, stop, man ; it's not yet tisae ; let us 
have the table cleared before we begin to toasts,^, 
said Nettle, laughing at Andrew's supposed rustic 
simplicity. 

Our hero then inquired what books Mole. had 
edited and prepared for the press ; and in what 
degree of estimation they were held. Nettle told 
him the names of several ; but AndrBw affected 
to doubt the truth of what he said, and alleged 
that they were perhaps not at all of that degree of 
mexit which his companion asserted. This be- 
got something like a difference of opinion between 
them, which ended in the reiteration of Nettle's 
assertion, and an affirmation that the publishers 
would verify the correctness of whathemaintam- 
ed. Andrew, however, did not urge the matter 
further. He had thus adroitly acquired the name 
and address of an able editor, and the names of 
the booksellers by whom he was employed. He 
had, in consequence, nothing fiurther to say to 
Nettle that evening; and, accordingly, pushing 
the winc'^ecanter past him, he rose to go away, 
saying, " I'm no for ony xnair." 
' ** 9tt down^" eried Netde, ^' and finish the wine. 
The pott here is etceUent^ 
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YeiPoddna liae me mmdy, Mr Netdi^, to sit 
till I^ tttretH? Ab sure^s death, I&iHhe wine 
xfauun in »y iwod abeady-^IH be fbu, if I iSrink 
ony mair. No ; ye maun just let me gtng my 
ways. Ye'H |wy die reckonisng ; and if it dinna 
esceed fire M^stgR, Fll no grudge the cost d" 
yccff eonversation, idiich has been red cunouaand 
agreeaUe-^vera curious indeed, Mr Nettle. But 
gode night f 4aid in sayii^ l&is, Andrew Innned 
from Ae house. 

His first course was id the i^p of Mole'^s ptin- 
oipal publiaher, where he inquiiied for one of ihe 
\soAm ; and upon aeraig it, he looked ioibo sercaral 
jftmugeHf 4is i£ he had been examining thesn mti« 
oally, wbA said, ^< I dinna think, now, that tihk is 
Uttcy wset-wfttten woiK. 

The bookaeUar was a little surprised at the re- 
mark; but4U3 bookaeUers are accustomed to see 
wiae and learned diaractens in very queer and odd 
dnpes, he gare.Andiew credit fisr some critical 
aeonen, while he ^oBtrdrerted hb opinim, main- 
taiuQig the merits of the style and campoaition as 
both of the first class.^ Andrew, however, stuck -to; 
his point, and finally declined to pordiaae the 
work; satisfied, howey4r, jAatathe fMUialMr jbfcd 
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a high opinion of its literary merits. On leaving 
tliat shop, he went to another, and another, until 
he found the opinion of Nett^p fully verified. He 
then proceeded to the chambers of Mole, whom he 
found at home, and whom he thus addressed, al- 
tliough they had no previous acquaiiitance: — " Mr 
Mole, I hae a bit turn o^ wark that wouldna be 
the war o' your helping hand."" 

This abruptness startled the engineer of litera- 
ture ; but as he had seen tfa^ unKcked figure of 
Andrew at some of the fashionable houses, where 
he occasionally helped to make sensible speeches 
for the gentlemen, he divined, in some degree, tlie 
oligect of his visit, and civilly requested him to be 
seated, saying, " Pray, may I ask the nature of 
the business ?'*' 

^^ It^s a kind o^ a book that I hae a thought 
anent ; but no being just as I could wish, in some 
respects, so particular in the grammaticals^ I think, 
that before putting it out to the world, it wouldna 
be the waiur o^ being coU'd and kaimH by an expe- 
rienced hatf like yours."" 

^' Have you the manuBcript with you ?^ inqui- 
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red Mole, endeavouring to look-as serioiis as pos« 
sible. 

" No, sir ; I wantit first to ken if you would 
undertake the work.*" 

^^ That will, in some degree, depend on the na- 
ture of the subject, and the amount of the remu- 
neration,'' replied Mole. ** Do you mean simply 
that I should revise the manuscript, or re-write 
the work entirely ?" 

" I mean that ye're no to hain your ability in 
the business ; but what I want to ken is the cost 
— supposing now the vera utmost, and that ye 
were to write it all over again-— what would you I 

expect ?*" * 

" You will not grudge to pay me at the rate of j 

ten guineas a pica sheet octavo P'*' 

" Fm no versed in your trade ; but let mi^ see 
a book that you would mak your eU-wand, and I'll 
maybe can then make a guess at the estimate.'' 
An octavo volume, printed on pica type, was pro- 
duced, and the extent of a sheet explained to him. 
" Dear me," he cried, " but this, sir, is a dreadfu' 
price — ^ten guineas for doing the like o' that — Na,, 
na, sir, I couldna think o' mair than five pound ; 
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and if ye gie satisfaction FU try to make it gui- 
neas/*' 

In the end, however, 4 bargain was made, by. 
which it was agreed that the manuscript was to be 
submitted to the architect ; and if entire re-edifi- 

> cation was found requisite, the remuneration was 
to be at the rate of seven pounds ten shillingis. 
Mole pleaded earnestly for guineas, but Andrew 
declared he could by no possibility afford a far- 
thing more. The same evening he wrote to Lord 

;Sandyford, that he had found a friend w!th some 
experience in the book-making line; and that if 
his Lordship would send up his manuscript, per^ 
haps he could get him to undertake the job ; but 
that he was a particular man, and very high in his 
price ; which was commonly at the rate of ten gui- 
neas the sheet of pica demy octavo. Neverthe- 
less, be assured his Lordship he would try and get 
it done on as moderate terms as possible. 

The Earl knew as little of pica demy as An- 
drew himself, nor did he care. The manuscript 

, was sent by a special messenger to our hero, who 
lost no time in taking it to Mole, by whom it was 
cursorily glanced over in his presence. 
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Mole was struck vith the composition, and the 
general el^^nce of taste and ima^ation that sda- 
tillated in many passages ; and he said to Andrew, 
with a sharp and an-inquisitive look, ^' Is this your 
woric?'' 

^^ It^s^bat I spoke to you anent Fm think- 
ing it^s no sae had as ye expectit.'" 

<' Bad r exclaimed Mole ; <' it is full of £he 
finest ^conceptions of a masterly genius. This is 
inspiration — I am utterly astonished.'*' 

'^ It'^s Bvgreat pleasure to me, sir,^ said Andrew, 
dryly, " that ye^re so weel satisfied "wrrt. I trust 
it will make you abate something in the price.*" 

^' We have made an agreement, and the terms 
must be AilfiUed. I cannot say that the work will 
require to be entirely re-written. The material is 
precious, and wrought beautifully in many pas- 
sages ; but it may^ neyevthdess, require to be re- 
cast."" 

" Then,'' said Andrew, " since ye Tike it so 
well, I'll pay the seven pound ten per sheet, jnea 
demy octavo, but no a single fiurthing mair, mind 
jthat; fi)r if you baud me to the straights o' the baac- 
gain, I'U just be as severe upon you. So a' diet 
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I hae to sae for the present is the old bye-word, 
^ they that do their turn in time, sit half idle-— 
yell make what speed ye dow.. " 

The admiration of Mole was rather increased 
than diminished when, after the departure of ^our 
hero, he read the manuscript more leisurely. He 
deemed it utterly impossible that a being so un- 
couth could have written such a work ; but he had 
be^i told, when he first observed his odd figure 
in society, that he was a creature of infinite whim 
and fimcy ; and the manuscript was still more cal- 
cuhited than this account to set all theories of phy- 
aognomy at defiance. 

As &r Andrew himself, he exulted in the bar* 
gain, and at his own address iii suppressing, in the 
.first instance, the rate at which he had agreed the 
revision should be' made. But the effect intended 
by informing the Earl that the price was to be seven 
pounds ten shillings per sheet, instead of ten gui* 
neas, failed entirely in one respect ; for his Lord* 
ship was no further satisfied with the bargain, than 
as another proof of the simplicity and integrity of 
his agent ; at least it so appeared in the sequel; for 
when the manuscript was recast and sent back to 
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Chastington-hall, he remitted a hundred paunds- 
toft Alole, which was nearly double the sum stipula- 
ted. Andrew, in taking the money to him, said, 
" Ye^ll find^ sir, that I'^m no waur than my word ; 
there^s a hundred pound note ; and as for the ba- 
lance, yeH just keep it to buy a snuff-box or ony 
ither playock that may please you better.^ 

This liberality was, to the amazed reviser, sdH ' 
more extraordinary after the higgling he had dif- 
fered, than even the intellectual merits of the pam- 
phlet; and in all companies afierwards, be spoke 
of Andrew as an inoomparehenadUe prodigy of ge-^ 
nius. 
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ly the meantiine, tlie Bituation of Lady Sandy- 
fi»rd at EldeTbower with the Dowager was fiur. 
from yielding any consolation to her mortified spi. 
rit ; for although the conduct of the old lady was 
truly exemplary, there was yet a sadness in jber 
kindness that p^ietrated the l^art of the Coust* 
ess with anguish. The mother-lady was censtant- 
fy picturing to her own imagination the regular 
and gradual luin of her imly and darling son-«-he 
who had been die pride of her maternal heart, the 
joy of her widowhood, and die glory of her expec* 
tations. No complaint escaped her, bat number* 
less little accidental expressions betrayed the secret 
perturbation of her spirit ; and more than once she 
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eftmestly urged the young Countess to allow her 
to write to the Earl, and to invite him to Elder- 
bower. 

The first time that the Dowager clearly express- 
ed this wish, was one day after dinner. The wea- 
ther out of doors was raw and gloomy — ^an un- 
usual depression had all the morning weighed up- 
oil the spirits of both the ladies ; and the Count- 
ess began to distrust the power with which she 
supposed herself capable of adopting a new firame 
and course of life, that would one day extort the 
admiration of her lord, and revive that affection 
which she had lost, not forfeited. The old lady 
eagerly urged her suit ; affirming that it was im« 
possible her son could have fallen so entirely from 
the original magnanimity of his nature, as to slight 
an endeavour to recover his esteem, which had all 
the energy of contrition, with the grandeur of vir- 
tue. " Believe, me. Lady Sandyford," exclainked 
the partial' mother, ^^ that if he kiiew the depth 
of your sorrow at the misfortune that has ccmie 
upon you both, there is nothing within the reach 
of his power and ability, that he would not exert 
to console you,'' 
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The Countess burst into tears, and replied, 
*^ Alas ! my dear mother, in what is this to end ? 
I am conscious of my innocence. I know that I 
have never swerved from the purity of a wife ; but 
I have failed to retain the affections of my hus- 
band ; because, in the lightness of youth, and the 
intoxication of vanity, I was more gratified with 
the loquacious admiration of those whom I in re- 
ality despised, than with the quiet and placid te- 
nor of his affection. My eyes are opened to my 
error — ^they have been opened by the consequences 
-^vexation for my disregard may have irritated 
him into many of those follies that both your La- 
dyship and I deplore, and may have to mourn all 
the remainder of our lives. But what I now most 
immediately suffer^ is the grief of knowing, that 
while I am here you have the monitor of your afi^ 
fliction constantly before you ; and, alas ! I can- 
not go away without giving some warranting to 
the evil report of the world.*" 

" But why will you not allow me to tell George 
the st^ of your feelings, and leave it to himself 

to determme whether he will come to Elderbower 

..... , ^ . 

or not f"" 
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The Dowager, in saying this, took the Count- 
ess gently by the hand, adding, ^' Indeed, my 
dear Augusta, you are wrong in this — you are sa- 
crificing yourself — ^you are distressing me ; and 
I fear you may have cause to rue the eflfeet on 
George.'' 

Lady Sandyford dried her eyes, and said, ^^ Ah, 
I fear your Ladyship thinks of him as if he was 
still a boy ! You are little aware of the latent 
strength of his character ; nor was I, till reflecting 
on many things since I came to this house. What- 
ever his faidts or his errors may be, meanness is 
not one of them. Nothing would be so easy as to 
bring him here, eut of compassion ; but I cannot 
be an olgect of compassion to the man I love. The 
very virtue of his generosity takes the nature of a 
vice towards me, and I dare not appeal to it.*^ 

She could add no more-^-^he tears rushed into 
her eyes ; and she wept so bitterly that the old 
lady became alarmed, and said, ^^This^ Augusta^ 
is what X did not look for from you. Let us drop 
the subject. But I will write to Geofrge ; and 
without saying you are with me, I wffl inquiie in« 
to the circumstances, as they may have A^Sscted 
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bim, Iby which your fieparatiim has been produficd 
••^^m eveat of whidi I am tetaliy imiAle at pre- 
ficnt to form any proper ojaaion.^ 

In the course of the same afternoon, the Dow^ 
ager wrote to the Earl, believmg he was still in 
London ; and while engaged with her letter^ the 
Countess went to her own room, where Floimce 
was notably employed in distxibuting h^ Lady^s 
wardrobe from the trunks. The box which be* 
longed to the mother of the orphan was standing 
on ^ floor ; and Flounce, two or three times, be- 
fore she excited any attention towards it, ^xpicss- 
ed her wonder about what k oonld contain. At 
last, however, she was sueeesgful ;•— ^e eyes of the 
Countess were directed towards the package ; and 
her mind beoomii^ disengaged from the passion 
of her own dioughts, her ouiosity was awakened. 

^^ I think. Flounce,'" said her Ladyship, *' we 
dbould exaniiie that box, and tdce an inventory 
<dr what it contains Sot die poor iofimt. The con* 
^ents cannot be Tahiable; but th^ may be such as 
to help the orphan at some future day to discover 
her relations.^ 
^ *^ I ^iare say they ^n^,^ replied Fleunoe^ *^ md 
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I hare my own reaaons for thiakiiig aibe iriU be 
fbimd to have come of yery great people infereigp 
parts. Does not your I^idyship recollect what 
delightful ear-rings were in her mother^ ears r 

After some discussion respecting the means, of 
satisfying this, as to whether a hammer was requi- 
site, or the pok^ might serye, it was agreed that 
the assistance of the latter potentate should be 
first summoned, and if unsuccessful, tibe hammer 
might then be inyited to take a part in the busi^ 
ness. The poker^ howeyor, proyed, in the stre- 
nuous hands of Flounce, abundantly effeetiiye^* 
the lid of the box was wrendbed open, and tl» 
contents exposed to yiew. 

The first sight presented nothing remmkable: 
It consisted of different articles oT female finery, 
neither of a yery high, nor, as Flounce truly ob- 
warvedf of a yery prime and fashionable qus^ty ; 
but, on exploring the mine, a small casket was 
found ; it was seized by her Ladyship, and (open- 
ed in haste, while Flounce stood the figure of woo^ 
der by her side. The contents, howeyer, were 
not of any particular yalue ; but among th^n was 
the miniature of a gentleman, which the Coontesa 
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YOcc^nixed as that of Mr Ferrers. A letter was 
also found &om Ferris, written in such imper- 
fect Italian as men of fashion are in the practice 
of addressing to the virgin train of the opera and 
hs^et. It was not, however, either of a very amo- 
rous or amiable kind, for it seemed to be the dis- 
missal from his protection of the unfortunate mo* 
iher. 

The first movement which the perusal produ- 
ced in the spirit of the Countess, was not of the 
most philanthropic kind ; as for Flounce, she loud- 
ly and vehemently protested against all the male 
sect, as she called them, for a pack of infidel 
wretches. 

After various disquisitions on this discovery, it 
was agreed, thjt, under existing circumstances, it 
would be as well for the present tosay nothing in 
the house about it ; but that Flounce should re- 
turn to the Rose and Crown, and explain to the 
laiidlady» in confidence, the relationship of the 
child, and urge her to take the necessary means 
to acquaint the father of Monimia^s situation. 
~ This was a charming mission, and exactly suit^ 
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ed to the genius of Flounce, who aecordingly wfnt 
off next day by the London coach, which paeeed 
the gate of Eld^bowar ; and that the servants 
might not be wondering and guessing as to the 
objects of her journey, she prudently deemed it 
expedient to inform them that she was gding to 
town to bring some additicms to her Lady'^s war- 
drobe. 

The landkdy of the Rose and Crown received 
her with great cordiality ; but when, after mtmy 
solemn injunctions, Flounce disclosed the object of 
her visit, Mrs Vintage coolly sadd, she would nei^ 
tfaer make nor meddle m the matter, for it was ru- 
moured that Mr Ferrers had gambled away his 
whole estate, and that Castle Rooksbarough was 
expected to be sold immediately. Flounce was not 
quite content with the conduct of the landlady, 
and returned by the coach the same evening, 
somewhat in a hufiy humour, greatly to the sur« 
prise of all the household at Elderbower ; who, be- 
ing in the practice of calculating the distance, £s« 
covered that she could not possibly have been at 
Londcm. 
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Flounce, however, was not to be coitfounded, 
as she told her Lady, )^ any suspecdfying per» 
sons ; and on the first expression of John Lun^ 
eheon^s surprise when he saw her alight, she in^ 
formed him, that having forgotten something very 
^[mrticular, she was obliged to return ; but there 
was a mystery and a flurry in her appearance that 
John did not much like, as he did not indeed 
much like hersdf, and he made his remarks on her 
Accordingly to his fellow-serVants in the hall ; the 
effect of which had no tendency to exalt theb opi- 
mtm either of mistress or of miud. 

The whole aflBdr, however, might have soon 
)>a«sed off, and a plausible excuse been devised for 
not sending Flounce again to town ; but the won* 
der was considerably augmented by another equal- 
ly unaccountable excorsidn which she made the 
same evening. 

In a laudat(»ry account to her Lady of the in- 
fant'-for she had summoned the nurse and Moni- 
mia to the Rose and Crown-— she deplored the 
Bie«niies8of its attbe, declaring that it was dressed 
in eld troHoping things whidi had belonged to 
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Mrs Peony'*s brat ; adding, that sbe bad seen in 
a shop-window in Elderton the most beautifiil 
.baby-linen, advising her Lady to purchase a sup- 
ply for the poor dear little creature, just in cha- 
rity, although it was not a legitimate. The 
Countess consented to this, and gave the requi- 
site money. 

Flounce was not one of those foolish virgins 
who slumber and sleep in their tasks ; on the con., 
trary, she could never rest till her work was done, 
especially if it was a business seasoned with any 
species of adventure, or of mystery. Within less 
than two hoiurs afler her return, she contrived to 
slip out alone, and to purchase the articles she 
wanted. These she directed herself for Mrs Peony ; 
to whpin she also wrote on the subject in the shop 
where she had bought them, and carried the par- 
cel in her own hands to the London coach-offic^ 
at the NagVhead, and saw them booked with her 
own eyes, all in the most commendable spirit of 
faithful agency. 

The purchase of fine baby-clothes in a small 
market-town, especially by a lady^s maid, ia an 
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event of some consequence ; and the expedition 
of Flounce caused a good deal of conversation; 
insomuch, that the landlady' at the Nag'^s-head, 
where John Luncheon and the coachman were in 
the practice of nightly taking their pipe and pota- 
tion, heard of it next day ; and mentioning the 
subject to her husband, he recollected the cir- 
cumstance of Flounce bringing a parcel for the 
coach, and being very particular in seeing it 
booked. By this means the afiair reached the 
ears of John Luncheon, who, having no remark- 
able esteem for Flounce, whom he described as 
a pert London hussey, surmised something not 
much to the credit of her virgin purity, and com- 
municated his suspicions to Betty Blabbingwell, 
one of the maids, who rehearsed it, with some cir- 
cumstantial and descriptive details additional, to 
Mrs Polisher, the house-keeper. Mrs Polisher, 
however, was not convinced of the truth of the 
report ; but went herself to the shop where the 
purchase was .made, where she not only ascer- 
tained the whole circumstances of the fact, but 
also that the articles purchased were of the very 
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finest deseription, altogether unlikely, indeed, for 
any ehambermaid^s accidental progeny. Bat Mrs; 
PoUsher was a prudent woman, and she sidd no- 
thing. She, however, made her own reSecti<ms, and 
drew aninference that rivetted her antipathy against 
the Countess, an antipathy which had its ori^ in 
the great affection which she bore her young mas- 
ter from the first hour that she dandled him in her 
arms when a baby. But she did not disclose her 
suspicions to the Dowager, being determined to 
find out the whole affair before unnecessarily oc- 
casioning a rupture, which she anticipated would 
soon be complete and final. 

In this manner the seeds of distrust were car- 
ried into that asylum, where Lady Sandyford had 
hoped to prepare herself toi appearing with re- 
newed advantage in the eyes of her Lord. Per- 
haps she erred in concealing the discovery which 
she had made of Ferrers^ child, and the protection ' 
which she had bestowed on the orphan ; nor is it 
easy to explain the feeling which influenced her ; 
bat a vague notion had occasionally floated across 
her mind, that the paragraph which involved het 
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in so much trouble referred to his marked atten- 
tions ; and it operated with the effect of a motive 
in restraining her from ever aUuding to him in her 
conversations with the Dowager. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



A MYSTERY. 



Although the Earl had got his manuscript 
jHrepared for the press, as we have described, the 
publication was delayed by the oc^irrence of a 
disagreeable incident. One morning, on reading 
the county-newspaper, he happened to observe the 
advertisement of a sale by auction of the fumittire 
of Castle Rooksborough ; and among other thii^ 
enumerated, was a quantity of china, said to have 
been the same which was used by James I. at his 
accession to the English crown. In the changes 
of his fiirniture, his Lordship wanted some addi- 
tional old china to complete an effect in one (^ the 
state-apartments ; and having nothing very parti- 
cular at the time to engage his attention, he de- 
termined to attend the sale of Ferrers^ effects. 
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Ciistle ^Rooksborough was, as we have already 
mentioned, situated near the Rose and Crown, 
about thirty miles from Chastington-hall. It was 
therefore, on account of the distance, in some de^ 
gree necessary that his Lordship should remain 
there all night ; and being desirous that his mo- 
ther should not hear of his being so near her 
neighbourhood — for Elderbower was but one stage 
off' — ^he resolved to go alone to the sale, that he 
might «ot be known by his servants. 

It was late in the evening when he reached the 
Rose and Crown, and nothing particular ocouired 
that night Next morning, before the sale, he 
walked in the park of Castle Rooksborough ; and 
although the air was clear and bracing, and the 
Spring sat in every bower, crowned with her gayeiBt 
garlands, there was something in the scene and 
circumstances which did not altogether tend to 
exhilarate his spirits. The estate was dilapidated 
by a spendthrift possessor, and ordered to be sold, 
with all the moveables, by his creditors. It had 
been for ages in the possession of the prodigal-s an<- 
cestors ; and a general murmur prevailed through- 
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out the county against the unhappy man'^s indis- 
cretions. The reflections which these things pro- 
duced sank Into the heart of Lord Sandyford, and 
placed his own conduct in a mortifying tight be* 
fore Jum. 

A^e was straying over the grounds, he fell in 
with a young country-girl carrying a child. The 
brilliant dark Italian eyes of the infant attracted 
his attention ; and the style in which it was dressed, 
so much above the appearance of the nurse, indu- 
ced him to stop and speak to her. The beauty of 
the infant won upon his affections, and his cu- 
riosity was excited to learn how a child, appa- 
rently better bom, came to be entrusted to so 
young, and seemingly so improper, a nurse. The 
girl, however, could give him no satisfaction. All 
that she knew respecting it was, that she had been 
hired by the landlady of the Rose and Crown to 
take care of it while it remained with Mrs Peony, 
who was employed by a grand lady to suckle it. 

There appeared to the Earl some mystery in 
this ; and when he had purchased the lot of china, 
which he ordered to be sent to Chastington-hall^ 
he returned to the inn to hold some conversation 



li 



^ 



 

A MYSTERY. 811 

with the landlady on the sulgect of Monimia, for 
the child was that orphan. 

Mrs Vintage of the Rose and Crown did not 
prove quite so communicatiye as he expected. 
She only civilly answered his questions^ and said 
no more than what a direct response requiml. 

^^ Do you know the parents of the child ?^ said 
his Lordship. ^^ They must b^ persons of some 
condition, I should think, by the dress qf the in* 
fant.^ 

^^ As to that, I caniiot say ; I have never seen 
either of them. The mother is dead ; and as for 
the father, I can give you no account of him.*" 

" Then who in this neighbourhood pays the 
nurse ?'' 

" I do,'' replied Mrs Vintage. 

^' And how are you repaid ?^ said the inquisi« 
tive peer. 

^^ I do not think I am bound to answer that 
question to a stranger,'' replied the prudent land- 
lady of the Rose and Crown. 

His Lordship finding that she was resolved not 
to satisfy his curiosity in a direct manner, and 
her guarded answers having only served to whet his 
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inquisitiyeness, he took another^ and a more ingeni- 
oufl course with her. He affected to let the topic 
drop, and began to question her about the neigh- 
boiirhood, and the travellers of rank who had< Tt- 
ce&tly stopped at the house — ^a subject on which 
she^elighted to expaliate. Among others, she 
mentioned the transit of the unfortunate Lady 
Sandyford in her father^s carriage ; in speaking 
of whom there was a degree of embaxrassment in 
her manner that strongly excited his attention. 

The sharimess of the EarFs interrogatories in- 
creased her coiifuaon ; and «he contrived, in order 
to avoid the keenness &£ his questiomng, to leave 

r 

the room, just at the moment when she had led 
him to suspect that there was some mystery con- 
nected with the Countess and the child. 

The agitation into which he was thrown by this 
conversation, is not to be described. He almost 
instantly ordered a post-chaise, and returned to 
Ch^tingtwA-hall, burning with thoughts of sus- 
picion. At the first stage where he changed, he 
met Servinal, his videt, returning irom London, 
where he bad been sent on somejbusiness ; he had 
come bacjc with the coach on which Flounce had 

13 
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travelled from Elderbower ou her mUdon to Cas« 
tie Rooksborough, and he heard of that damseFs , 
seeret expedition — she herself having told the 
ooaeBman that she was Lady Sandyford'^s maid. 

On seeang his master alight, and not being aware 
of the state of his feelings, Servmal inform^ his 
Lordship of that circnmstanee, wpnd^ing what 
business could have taken Flounce to the Rose 
and Crown. This was confirmation to i^ his 
Lordship's jealousy ; and whai he respmed his 
chair at night in the library of Chastington, his 
veiy soul was boiling widi indignation against the 
insolence, as he now deemed it, of the messi^e . 
which Sir Charles Runnington had brought fii:om 
the Marquis. But suddenly, in the fury of his 
passion, the remembrance of the part he had him- 
s<^. performed as a husband, came hke a blast, 
from the frozen ocean, and chtiled his blood. 

The temper of his feelings changed. The 
Countess, in the youth and blocmi of her bridal 
charms, rose in the fireshness of his early fond- 
ness, and moved him to sorrow and remorse. All 
other feelings were absorbed in comtiition, and he 
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wept with the prclufle teanr of kmieiiliiig cifild- 
liood. 

In an instonft, hovrever, ihe pavaxygm.lookw^ 
other taPQ, aad he ireileetecl oA tlie mioeaSsky «M^ 
ifhich hd had laired, and h<m col^ Im iardour 
had been met ; how BegHgattly hi» tastes amdhb 
pie^eetiona were regarded; andgivhig^wiiragMB 
t% Ae hfiptdseof Aese refleetioii^, he accuaed the 
Cemntess as the most msensibfe of women, — iBm 
most artfid, perfidiovis wad base^— ^wad, star&ig 
'from hb seat, roshed act oss^ the roem, with daqaa-- 
ration m his looks, and hi» haiid» fieveely: olmefa.- 
ed mnAfupimeA in vthat moment the door opeft^ . 
ed, and Istt mother entered. 

His smpise was inexpsessible at her a{qpe«&-. 
aooe, and stifl more, when,, in pressittf him Ir 
ber boaom, and w^eqang on ids nedi) she eaid^ 
^^ Ahur i my unhappy boy, I did not esEpect ta 
:&id you in this caiuhlicm.^ 

The reneraUe matron, xtnsble to lepreaa her 
n»li»nal jfeehngs, when,, by aBccident^ she heanl. 
that he had retired from London to Chastii^gM^ 
haOydetermined to visit hmu 
appose this natural solicilude. 
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Wlie» lh€f fefirt; t^ifr&eiiy of afie^tion ifM otet, 
the Dowager took a seat beside bef son, and c^alm- 
ly reihonsttatcfd against the scfdtlsion lA i^hich' he 
}M too suddeibly shut hi^^«lf i^ ; ebcp^Sftifif her 
hope Ihstt the Itf eacJi ^fw«efii hh^tf ttid hifei wifi^ 
ir«« not irreparable.^ 

~ ** What r h6 etelahnksdj *' em ydft fblA HMr 
Ale to stibmit to the degradation of impeeiSatg & 
ifaiglrant itdidt«^»? I haire snch J>ro<>f! I hii^e" 
H&eh i^h 1^ own ej^eti the fivhig eVid0»ee of her 
gtlilt-^, let us speak of her n^ more, let he* pe- 
rish id the unproclaimed infamy ta ii^i<^lb ^ie' hifri^ 

«mtr 

Tlie Doi^^r ^ai^ thitfulerstruek, tsiA resktktk^ 
Idc^ififg at him, lind unable to speak. Btttr wh^ hi»- 
itgitaiioir hd;d in some degree subsided, sHereoo- 
Vefed het is^lf^possession, and itrcjAir^ to ^^m 
dbtitmststiites' andf proofe of gialt he haldidBydecL 
This led td tixk ik(icotmt of M$ e&cwf^idii^ aMid tor 
the stippo^s^d discbTerj' he I^ad Hiitde^ cf Mo^. 
nimla. 

'f her <M hAj cbtdidf litdt d^« tl^ §t(^y mS 
etpr ei a?e tf Bef fHospUA^ a sm^ MMki M kk 
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p«rt^ which had the .effect «of .];6\dvmg all his m- 
dignant feelings. 

'. ** Mother !*" he exclaimed, " you do not know 
tbe woman — ^her whole soul is engaged with no-* 
diii^ but herself— She could never see attention- 
shewn to any other, without considering it as. 
something unjustly taken from herself — She ne- 
ver felt that her interests and affections were wed- 
ded to. mine, but regarded them as distinct and 
pre-eminait— She worshipped .no other god but 
herself— 9ie made. me feel, from the fatal day of 
our marriage, that there was nothing .mutual be- 
tween us, that I was only subsidiary to her— The 
seiise of that discovery drove me to despair — a 
despair that wore the mask of pleasure to the- 
world, while worse than ten thousand scoipions 
was stii^ging me at the heart. In aU that wild 
and wicked interval, she calmly set herself out for 
adulation^; nover.once did she look as if she felt 
any apprdxeQ^on for the issue of a career that, 
she could not but see must terminate in ruin— ^ 
Even in those hours of remorse and ennui, when 
one g<^tle wish from her might have recalled me 
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to myself, did ever any such pass the cold mar*, 
bk of her lips ?"• 

" This will not do, George,'' interposed the 
Dowager, with an accent of entreaty and mode- 
ration. " This vehemence of feeling is not what 
the object deserves, if she is so unworthy as you 
have represented her. But calm yourself? it k 
possible there may be some misunderstanding or 
misconjecture in aU that you have told me.'* 

" There is neither conjecture nor misunder- 
standing in what I have felt,*" replied the Earl ; 
" but let us drop the subject. — ^I am glad to see . 
you at Chastington, and I will shew you, to-mor- 
row, the improvements I am making.'* 

In this abrupt way his Lordship changed the 
conversation, and, in the course of a few minutes, 
was almost as cheerful with his mother as if he 
had never givai her any reason to deplore hip foHy , 
nor had any to do so himself. But determined 
in his own mind to sifk the matter thoroughly, 
mnce it was possible th^e might be some* ndstdte, 
he wrote the same evening to Mr Vdlum, request- 
^g Wylie to be sent to assist him in the arrange* 



of the business for which he wii^hed thM mwas^ 
mv^ ; Imt ill$wefil tlie Bol}dt<9 tp imngiHie Aut it 
Biigbt be with referenoe to 4he pfqp^ps add sqg- 
g^^pS) whidi the Earl^ a few posts befoi)s» h»4 
f ec^ved rdittiv^ tp ih^ ptftte of his iocome m4 
4ebts. 

The situatiim of tius Poweger was mast aoh 
barrassiag. Wh«i she psited ikom the Countassy 
she had promised to letMra oi| th^ thitd day, or 
-to write. But wi^ the dUagreeable news sbs had 
rec^rad) nailbar ap«Jd properly be dona^ M the 
same'tiiBhe^ hpwaTer, such bad been the fjivoimUe 
li^t in whisb herdaiq^eMn-4aw appealed^ fimn 
iha pnevMUt ^hat ariivat^at ]&14adiawer^ diatriie 
woidd not 4l]pw km^ to fmA^v^m wqr thoi^ 
.d^rqglMKHy tQNas h«r ^to^ Sbe espected thftt 
the S!ttd w09id h>¥a aet out the 9^ dty to Caa* 
4]# S^)ciborQ««h ngm, (o mwpme the i^ysMjr 

ti^fte more Ififprdy ; bvt bo eyinoed no <^90fii- 
tioa to do #0. He w^#r 8«id, 9^ knfl^mf 
tboi bo boi wiitmi to I#radopt ^ftyoooggon- 
itom^ whom- be tbo^ht pight ho u«oApl i» 
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to invMtigate ihe myntery ef ibe dbiU 
of the Rose and Croim ; ^ For,^ «fad he, gaily, 
^f^ oatil we dboover its parentage, we tan afloign 
hmo better me and dam.^ 

But if the amvai of his xaodier disturbed Ae 
monotony of the EarFs retirement, it was an event 
of deli^tful importance to the domestics at Chas- 
tti^;ton4iaIL Mrs Valence exulted in the oj^por* 
twxitf which it afforded to her of displaying, be- 
fore so thorough a judge as her Ladyship, with 
what care, and in what perfect beauty she had 
pveaflnred every article ii^eh bad been coinaiitted 
to her A$g!ge ; nor was there a servant in die 
JkoiiBe idio had not some Teacher to pcoduoe of 
fidelity and vigilance. All reoeivcdtiinrdwe meed 
of dignified commendation, and all of lliem re- 
joiced in Ae greatness f£ that reward. 

Her arrival was also productive of oflw cheer. 
Ad consequences to the honadiold. 1%e shjrneiB 
witii which the Earl received the visits of tibie 
nfltgUbouri^ gentlemen, had, in & great measure, 
suspended the intercourse thsl migfat oAerwise 
have arisen ; but the eldeKly msllt§m in their &- 
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milies, who bad been acquainted with the Dowa- 
ger in the time of her Lord, on bearing that she 
had anrived at Chastington, came flocking in 
crowds to see her ; so that, for a day or two, ik^ 
was somediing like a stir about the house. 

The presence of a Lady Sandyford at the HaH, 
was, indeed, Uke the spring; it drew out from 
their winter seats, as gay as tulips from their 
bulbs, all the ladies in the vicinity ; and many a 
sable son of the church was seen slowly moving 
tOD^ards the portal, as sleek and as plump as the 
snails, that the genial influence of the season had 
induced to come abroad. Among other visitor?) 
the Dowager was pleased to discover, in a fittfe 
smart old man, in black satin inexpresdbleSy lAih 
sky-blue silk stockings,goldenbuckles,a white waist- 
coat; and a green coat, with his smirking ftce dkp- 
perly set in a trim white tie-wig, Dr Trefoil, whom 
the had herself been chiefly instrumental in brili^ 
ing into notice when a young man ; not, however, 
so much on account of his professional abiUlies, iw 
tor a certain dainty and pleasing ntethod'of treat- 
ing those little irksomenesses of the sex, that are 
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ofteii as afflicting to themselves imd their £rieiidB 
as m^e serious diseases. The Doctor, in his 
youth, had been a beau ; indeed, his appearance 
bore incontestible proofs of that historical fact ; 
but, notwithstanding all the pretty little compli- 
ments which he was daily in the practice of pay- 
ing the ladies, he still remained a bachelor — and 
was now determined to die, as he said, a martyr 
to his humanity. For it seems the Doctor had, 
like many other sage and learned personages, be- 
come a convert to the Malthusian heresy, then 
recently promulgated, and was alarmed at the ha- 
zard we run of being elbowed out of the world, in 
spiteof the faculty, war, pestilence, famine, and sud- 
dexk death. 

Scarcely had her old acquaintance offered his 
congratulations at seeing her Ladyship look so 
well, when, recollecting his dehcacy and addresr, 
it immediately occurred to her that he might be 
a fit person to employ as an agent, in sifting the 
mystery connected with the birth of the child. — 
But it is necessary that we should revert to the 
state and situation of the young Countess, who, 

o2 
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fiuhiim poiild veil be, thai h%d aetaiJJy biiipe«. 
«i to Mifibr the aound of hor reputaftiM lo b^ 



1 

>* 

\ 



a »»eoTXBr. 8tS 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

A BXSCOVZBT. 

Whiek the Counteas hetrd that &e E«d hid, 
floddnily sfter h^ depntiine ftom Londott, also 
^piittod the town and retired to Chaatiiq^i^^all^ 
her mind was seised with an unaocovuitabk aittiety 
and qqprehenmm. She asctibed the cause at fint» 
natorallj enough, to his ^Mk to avoid their mv^ 
Sual firiends until the sqpaxatimi had Uown over ; 
hut when her father wrote that their house had 
been taken possession of by Mr VeQuia, and that 
die estaUishment was broken up, die felt that a 
diange indeed had taken places as much bey^id 
her control as it was above her co mpr e hensio n. 
That Lord Sandyford should disentangle husseff 
at onee^ and as it were by foros) fiom aB his town 
connexions, seemed to her a prodigy of whi^ she 
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couldfonniio just estiinate. She sometimes thought 
it was but the temporary resolution <^ a fit of spleen ; 
but she remembered, with a feding to wUeh she 
could assign no name, that he had often manifesto 
ed a decision and firmness that belied that care. 
lessness which she had consid^ed as the strongest 
peculiarity of his character. The event interest- 
ed her curiosity as weU as afected her sensibility; 
and she was glad when the Dowager proposed to 
visit him at Chastington. 

Nothing, however, could esceed her dmgam, 
whtti, instead of the retiim of the old lady on itbe 
third day, according to her pibmiae, she leceirei 
a note, simj^y statii^ thttt it Was the Dowager^s iw> 
i^ti<^ to remain some time at the HaU, and«Mi& 
o^Ucontainii^ a single word ob any other sulgeot: 
This was even still more mysterious, tlum the sudt 
den alteration in the oonduct of the Earl, while it 
seemed to spring from the same cause. It grieved 
and it vexwd her, and itfeeted her best thoughts 
and calmestmom^ls witkmquietiide anddeqNiiHb. 
eney. She felt sotnetimes as if shehadfaeeA alMUi^ 
doned to sqlitude and suJflfering ; and though con* 
scious that she had c<Hnmitted no crime to entail 
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«o bittlef a panishmeni, she confessed io herself 
that she had been parhaps tod late in considering 
that the preservation of a husbamFs love is often 
the B^st difficult, as it is always the most delicate 
dutyofawife. 

When the Dowager had been absent four days, 
a.'sarvant came from the HaU to take some additiod 
to her wardrobe ; and from him his imfortunate 
mistress heard that it was doabi^ when she would 
return. She abo learned that the Earl had been 
infenned by his mother that she was at Mder- 
bower. All tins was incomprehensible, and turned 
linear pillow into thorns. Flounce, who saw' her 
anxiety, and guessed somediing df her thoughts, 
averted her utmost. powers of talk and tattle to 
amise her wtthont eflSebt ; at last she proposed they 
shoold make an excorskm io see die orphan. ^ It 
kvsuch a beauty,^ said Fhnmce — ^^ has the mcflt 
charming eyefr^^U will' do your poor heart good 
to see the pretty d^tr.' Besides, it is but twelve 
miks off-Hfe can go there in-^e mofamgywaii 
whiak back to* dumer mik all the ease in thc^ 
wrid,** 
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Til* Oomitess vas not in a dupofition to don^ 
iMvext Ae^JiorttttiiHiof Fkmnoe; andaceoidbgii 
Ijr A pbst-difliae vis ordefed^ and the LudjEyoU 
tokUd 0I1I7 by her vaiting^-geiitlewoman, set mX 
ta visit the child of the Rose and Orovn. 
' The sale at ihe C^istle had lasted sereral days, 
iRit it was afl.oTer faesfore diey arriTed, and^tbe 
wansJmi shut up« 

After amusing herself for a few nmnites widi 
the infimt Mommia, whose beauty certainly fid 
not i^pear to have been exaggerated by flmasea^ 
the Countess strayed into the Gasde^patk ahn% 
karti^g Flounce to gossip with Mrs Peony. Tin 
d«y was remarlcaldy fine for ^kt seasesi^ md liia 
qpring was in foil verdure; fauttherewasasQleok^ 
Qity in Ae wosds^ all niarked for the axe' of liia 
folier, and a silence in thev^eneraUemanfflon, cse i y 
wiitflow being dosed***4liat touched ihe heatt af 
the solitary with inexpressibb sai^Mss* She walk* 
ed TOund the walls, and looked for some tkieat^a 
naanber of swalkws, whieh, as if infemed diat-Aw 
house would be long untenanted, had Aat mevfr^ 
ning begun to btdld their nests in several of tha 
window comers. 



4 mfwnxr* Htft 

Ab iibe vfts iddidgbg Ibe traisi of refleetJraf 
wbidi this Utde incideiil awakenecU nke 69w a gea^ 
ttonnniMiss hnrrie^y acroaa the Uim, and cait«f a 
aiikall gate in the garden-wall, which she had not 
before nolieed. Hia fig^QW iraa fanoliar to her ; 
-b«t the rapidity of hjfcpiiniij mi the iaterventioB 
of the boughs of tho shrobbeiy, prer ented hm 
&om aeeing him distinctly. 

Tb^^was something in hn air and haste wUdb 
Bkartled her ; and a sentiment moire d^s^nring tba 
name of interest than curiosity, led her to folhm 
bw to tbegate wbidb be had left open. On look* 
^ in, she was sinrprised at the beauty of the fgmr 
ifeqi, but ber ^ye speedily searehed around for tht 
sdvanger ;*-4ie was> howeTer, nowhere to be mmi 

As she was standing iiitli the door in her band, 
she obserred a puff of «DAoke rise from behmd the 
oamer of a conseryatoiy i and ionnedbitaly afkii 
die stmngor rush firom the same place, with a pia» 
tol in his hand Hia appeanmoe left her iaB» 
doubt that he meditated ardef^eorate deed agnbeisi 
lionself ; and prompted by the inresistible impuha 
of the.i)ioment, she darted fbrward and snatdicd 
the weapou from his hand. In the same inatani 
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«be rccogmted in him Mr Ferrers, the uofortimate 
aimet of the Chstle. He also knew her, and ex- 
daimfid, ^^ Ghracious Heatten ! — ^Lady Sandjrford 
herer 

A brief conTersation followed. He declared 
htioself utterly niiiMlbHiMkis MepidB had desert- 
ed him, and he had none IJI but death — no hoiiae 
but the grave. Her Ladyship was , excessively 
ahbcked ; she trembled from head to foot ; and 
still holding the pistol, imiplored him to desist &om 
faifi dreadful intent. 

• ^^ Alas,- madam T cried the firantic man, ^ you 
may as weU tell him who is expiring of a fever, 
not to die. Despair is my disease^ and I am as 
much its victim as the lazar that perides of m*'- 
lady in an hospital. I have stooped to beggary 
^I have scarcely refeuMd from crime; but lOl 
has been of no avail. A corse is upon me, and 
misery in my blood. It is inhuman. Lady, to break 
Aus upon the secret horrors of a ^ng wretch. 
Leave me — O leave me. Lady Sandyford, to my 
&te I'^-^And he made an effort to seize the piatdL 
again ; but she had the presence of mind, though 
agitated b^ond the pow^ of speaking<» to plui^ 
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it into a pond, where the gardeners filled their wa- 
tering-pans. 

Ferrers, on seeing this action, started back, and 
said in a voice that was seemingly calm, but av- 
fully emphatic, " I h0te heard or read, that, 
sometimes in those bBRmoifflhts when all chance 
of help deserts the hbpe and reason of mim, Pro- 
vidence is pleased to manifest its power and watch- 
fulness — ^Has it sent you to save me from perdi* 
tion ?'*' — And in saying these words, he knelt and 
kissed her hand with the reverence and awe of 
adoration. « 

In this crisis, the Dowager Lady Sandyifordi 
leaning on the arm of Dr Trefoil, entered the 
garden ; but, on seeing this scene, immediately^ 
withdrew. The old Lady recognized her daugh- 
ter-in-law, and, without uttering a word, hurried 
back to her carriage, which stood at the entrance to 
the park. Ijj^e Doctor, who was unacquainted with 
the Countess, made several attempts, as they hae^^^ 
tened back, to bredc the consternation of the Dow« 
ager, by joking on their mal4ntrusion ; but she 
fearfully silenced him by wildly shaking her head. 
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On reaching the caniage, he handed her ia, 
and then took a seat beside her. 

** Where shall we drive ?^ said the scarvan^ aa 
he shut the doer. 

^ Honae, home, hom^ to ChastiiigtoiL^ 

The Countess, unconsefoas of the evil construe- 
Ivm that was perhaps naturally aiough put upm 
the situation in vhich she had beai discovecedy 
jastnated from the impassioned gratitude oi Fcv- 
M», and hastaied back to the Rose and Ctqwo^ 
wheieahe learned, with extreme vexation, that dip 
Dowager La^jf Sandyford had been thoe with # 
genakaooan anaiously kiquiringfor the (n^aa. 

^^ I do belieye,^ said the landlady, as she ooo^ 
viunieated this news, ^^ they have come frpm Chaa- 
lingtcm on purpose, and I dare say they will be 
bade presently ; for the nurse, with yoiu* maid, ia 
walldng in Booksborough-park with the child^ 
where they have gone to seek her. ^ I happened 
tp be out of the way when her Ladyship arrived^ 
and ahe asked, I am told, very eameady to aee 



WInle they were speaking, the nurse, with 
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towards the iiiil Flounce had reoognixed the car- 

TiMgit and hrery ftom a distance, and was haatea- 

ing to ascertain the cause of so unexpected a phe- 

nomendn, when she saw it drive suddeiily away. 

The Bfinta of die Countess were exhwisted by 
dif painful trial to which her feelings had been 
aulqected; a pxesentunent of misfortone op* 
pressed her heart ; and durmg the greatest part 
ef the journey back to EIderix>wer, die seldom 
SKchangBd winds with Flounce. They were in- 
jdasd hdtf vay befibre any thing ocomn^ to move 
her '£eoB!i the melwidioly abstraction m^ wjueh 
die had £dlai. It happened, however, Aat, on 
naadUng the cooss-roada, whetie the braadi thai 
Jbd'past Gfaasrington diverges, dipy met the Lott« 
don coach> ^n the outside of i^<iif covered wiUi 
dust, sat our hero, on his way to the Hall.^ 

^ As I live,^ exolaimed Floixnce, ^^ if there be 
not diat Dutch nutncracker, the Scotdi ereatovt, 
ifing away on the top of the coach* Where can 
he be going to wink and twinkle, and snap 1^ 
fingers, till he makes the sides ache again j^'* 

^^ I wish,^ said the Countess, ^^ I had stopped 
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him r and she added, with a sigh, ^^ Can he be (m 
his way to Chastington ?^ She then relapsed into 
her mehmcholy reflections, thinking it probable the 
Earl was entertaining company, and had invited 
Andrew to amuse them. ^^ In what,^ thought she 
to herself, ^^ is this singular solitariness of mine 
to end ? Cani it be possible that some one has poi- 
soned the ear of Sandyford, and that he has con- 
verted his mother to believe the suspicion. That 
vile paragraph he seemed to think true. Has 
the author of the malignant invention had access 
to him ? Can Sandyford condemn me without a 
hearing, without proof, without investigatiQii ?•— 
No matter, I win droop my head in secret ; and 
whatever may have been my faults hitherto — fisr 
.all that heartlessness with which I h«ve been so 
often taunted, perljiaps justly— I may yet die of a 
brolhi heart. I feel that I can.^ 

While these painful reflections were vibrfiting 
in her mind, the carriage arrived at Elderbower. 
On alighting, she walked directly to the Dowa- 
ger^s parlour, where dinner was immediately sa- 
ved up. She felt herself, however, so much in- 
disposed, that, instead of sitting down to table. 
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site retired to her awn room, and surrendered her- 
self to the most despondii^ reflections. Bred up in 
the p;eserves of dignified Opulence, she had never 
before seen the anguish of mental distress in any 
undisguised &rm, nor could she till then compi>»- 
h^id the horrors which ruin and povesrty present- . 
ed to a mind of such a feverish temperaihent as 
that of Ferrers. Her life, till the occurrences 
arose of which we have been treating, had been 
one continued series of the most ordinary trans- 
actions that befall persons of her rank and condi- 
tion. She had passed from the fondling embraces' 
of the niursery, to the measured and circumspect 
regulations of her governess, and frota these to the ' 
incense of public admiration, under the au^picei. 
of her accomplished husband. She had never till 
now come into actual contact with the wodd, nor 
been once obliged to draw on those irmij| rr 
soui[ces which she possessed within herself, against 
its malice, or the vicissitudes of fortime. She had 
heard of sufier&g and of sorrow ; had wept over 
afflictions described in novels, and sighed over sor-^ 
rows deplored in poetry ; but the real nature of 
either she had never known ; and what she 'felt for 

13 
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the dwtareM «f A« wteCAdl PetMrs, witf Mbw 

« 

Wliilcf she irog Aiu kidolgiBg faer feeKaigii, « 
moMeagwr ftirived ftem Buridttn^ Abbef ^ her Ab, 
thefn MBf: A that neigfcfbeurlioad, triA r ktwr 
frMtt tlt^ Mavfok, ift whkh hia lAsiAA&p ex- 
pftflted kfe rqpdt, that A» ahoidd 1uvr« ^^^|)60ed 
Iwrfedf td 1^ DierlSicatiim af bein^ a^ndon^ bjr 
the Doi»ag«^ La^ SaiMiyllM^ ; b6ped she tmi in 
gMl h^all^; infiNftt^ h^ that l^bs aim 4eat, 
BreMtebeSd Castle, was tit TtadfaiefsB to recAte 
hor^^ ad^sied her t6 renM^e thither immediate, 
tBoA to ivrite him if hat ^ wished done ; fer that 
hairatf oUigeid to retma to* London out pui£e tut*-" 
tfttMB of dieiitmo0t eOBfie^ence, die soccntidTead- 
ia^ <if ^ Co^uity PriflOR Bffl l^mg fi«^ for^ t^ 
day foIWita^. 

Thi^ mind aiid feeliitg» <f the Gotttrtefllir-were M^ 
itttfch occupied with her own agitated rcflectf o M ^ 
tbat^ Ae st^Ie and eefiiteiMid of this^ patetnal epbtfe 
did not at fthsrt meke any partioodbir impnMSoiXy 
and ghfcf read it as Hamlet <fid the words. She 
saw Ae fbifiifi of the alt)haiiet, die otrtlinea of 1^ 
puge ; she bier i9)fe hirnd-writhig, And the senser 
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ioatadbet&te her; tait ^rlieii Ae laid ^ P>|Mr 
en the tiable, ike whole wtm forgotten^ and she r^ 
maipedlbr some time rui&inating and abslraetedy 
li&iA ikod of teavs came te her telie£ 

Whea the emotaon of weqaug had gabndedy 
her eye aeei&ntally ftll on her firtbefa fettei^ 
aad die imme&iXdj toek it isp, and tead it again. 
The cddMsa of the hii^aage imote her heavt^ 
and die Hilt aa if the barb ^ an. icy amnr had 
penetmled her bosoai, atk reading the exfremmmr 
^ Ahttttdoned by ^ I>owagt^.^ 

.Ste* rang the beH with an eager band, and ot* 
deiflBd Ae earriage to be kstaatly ready Ite did 
Abbey. She inf^e i^her hi » state Kl(i» (tMt 
dTdiatniciSoii; bnt^oB am^mig m thd^gacev'Ma 
infennedl tha^ dieManqfus hod three hottrn^beftMi 
set off for Loncbtt. %e had stiB hi» lelDev h( 
her hand, and her first thought was to prooeed 
inunediately to Chastington ; but, changing her 
detenninatioB, she unfertonatefy went on through 
thia park to the Abbey, where she alighted, and 
requested that one of the servants might immedi^ 
ately prepare to go to the Hall for her, on boai- 
nesi of the utmost conseqiiencei Haying giT^i 
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these orders, she wrote & note to the Dowager, in- 
closing the Marquis's letter, and simply request- 
ing 4in explanation of its contents. 

The groom was in readiness with his hdrse at 
the door, almost as soon as this brief note was 
Miled, and he instantly set off. He reached tibe 
Hall while die Dowager was dressing for dinner, 
after her return from the excursion with the Doc- 
tor, and the note was deUyered to herein her own 
room, ^e read it hastily, and also that of the 
Marquis, and immediately folding them up in the 
agitation of the moment, and with a trembling 
hand, she wrote two lines, simply saying, that the 
oecasicm of Lady Sandyford's visit to Castle Books- 
borough, and her clandestine interview with Mr 
Ferrers in the garden there, would sjifficiently 
expliun the reason of her abandonment. 
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